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You then who think that Love's an idle Fit, 
Know, that it is the Exerciſe of Wit : 
The Soldiers long and tedious Marches male; 
The active Lover, for his Miſireſs' ſake, 
Will anysToils or Dangers undergo ; 
Not rugged Mountains, nor untrodden Snow, 
Rivers by Floods increas'd, no raging Sea, 
Nor adverſe Winds, can ever make him ſtay, 7 
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TAKE: 
Her Royal Highneſs 
As THE 


PRINOESS AME LIA. 


MADAM, 
ARDON the Temerity 
& of a Perſon, who, for 
Refuge in his Diſtreſs, 
comes to implore a Pa- 
troneſs in Your H 16 H- 
NESS; nor wonder at his Preſum- 
ption, when he ( conſcious of Your 


a 


DE DICAT ION. 

inimitable Perfections) humbly begs 
Your Protection, and that You would 
accept the ſmall but willing Pro- 
duction of an aſpiring Muſe. In 
this Piece he has endeavoured to 
repreſent the many various Paſſions 
that attend us. Vou will here find 
Virtue and Innocence oppreſſed, and 
ſuffering under the Weight of Af- 
flictions; yet at laſt, all Difficulties 
are ſurmounted, and Virtue rewarded 
with a n Series of Happi- 


neſs. 


I am willing to hope that this 
Eflay will be acceptable to all, be- | 
ing adorned with Your Name; a 
more Worthy Patroneſs I could not | 
chuſe, whoſe Beauty and Virtue at- 
tract not only the Admiration, but 
even a Love and Deſire of pleaſing 


from 


— 


DEDICATION. 
from all Your Beholders : where one 
may ſee a Patience without Example, 
a Mildneſs unbelievable, a Fidelity 
inviolable, an Humility and Conſtancy 
founded on eminent Piety, that can 


know nothing greater than. itſelf. 


Al this, Mapa u, is exempt 
from Flattery; none can undertake, 
without expreſs Boldneſs, were they 
ever ſo eloquent, worthily to ſhew 
Your Merits, or praiſe them but 
imperfectly. So that my endeavour- 
ing to excel Nature, will be but 
caſting a Shade on it, and make 
Your innate Beauties appear the 
more conſpicuous. The onlyAmbition 
T have in this Work, centers in try- 
ing to bring Your Hicnnsss ſome 
Divertiſement; and to let You ſee 
the lively Affection I have ever had 


to 


DRDI CAT IO N. 3 
to honour and eſteem, according to 
my Abilities, ſo many Virtues, as 
crown You, and tye me to be ever, 


MADAM, 

Your Rovar HI ate 

moſt Duziful, 

- apf e ans. 
moſt H wmble Servant, N 


ohn Littleton Coſteker. 
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BOOKS printed for T. GREEN, at Charing-Croſs. 


I. T HE Civil Hiſtory of the Kingdom of Naples, 
wherein is contain'd the Hiſtory of that King- 
dom (comprizing alſo the general Affairs of Europe ) 
under the Romans, Goths, Greeks, Longobards, Normans, 
and the Princes of the Houſe of Suevia, till the death of 
the Emperor Frederick II. in the Year 1250. With the 
Hiſtory of the Civil, Canon, and Feodal Laws; the 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity; the Succeſſion of the Popes, and 
by what Subtilties the Pontificate gain*d upon the Re- 
gale, Written in [talian by Pietro Giannone, Civilian | 
and Advocate in Naples; and publiſhed, Anno 1723. I 
Tranſlated into Engliſh by 7 a James Ogilvie, 2 
Vols. Fol. 4 
2. The Lives of Pope Menander VI. and his Son 
Ce/ar Borgia, comprehending the Wars in the Reigns | 
of Charles VIII. and Lewis XII. Kings of France; and 
the chief Tranſactions and Revolutions in Italy, from 
the Year 1492 to the Year 1506. With an Appendix | 
of original Authors referr*d to in the Work, By Alex? 
ander Gordon, A. M. Author of the incrariam Sep- 
— Fol. 

Sir Ralph Vinwood's Memorials of Affairs of 
F304 Publiſhed by Edmund Sawyer, Eſq; of Lin- | 
coln*s-TInn. 3 Vols. Fol. | 

4. The Hiſtory and Antiquities of Harwich, and 1 


Dzv-r-Courr, Topographical, Dynaſtieal and Politi- © | 
cal. Firſt col lected by Silas Taylor, alias Domville, Gent. 
Keeper of the King's Stores there; and now much en- 


If arged with Notes and Obſervations relating to natural 
Hiſtory. Illuſtrated with many Copper Plates, repre- 
ſen ing the Cliff itſelf, the Foſſils contain'd therein, 
and other principal Things. By Samuel Dale. 410. 

5. Mr. Cocke*'s Tranſlation of Heſiod, with Notes, 
and two Diſcourſes on the Life and Writings of Heſiod. 
To which is added a Diſcourſe on the Theology and 
Mythology of the Antients. 4/0. 

6. Tales; Epiſtles, Odes, Fables, Fc. with 
Tranſlations from Homer, and other antient Authors, 
To which are added, Propoſals for perfecting the 
Engliſh Language. 8 o. 
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Auouns and ADVENTURES 
| o F 


Solenus and Perrigonia. 


S&H E Night was very far advanced, when 
two wearicd Cavaliers took place un- 
er aTree to repoſe themſelves. They 
had not been there long, before they were in- 

terrupted by the Voice of a Woman, who ha- 
ving perceived them, ran to meet them: Stay, 

ſaid ſhe, unfaithful Theſeus, to ſee the Death 

of her whole Life is troubleſome to you; ſee 

that I puniſh myſelf for a Fault, in not being 

able to pleaſe you. In ending theſe Words, 

ſhe ſeemed as if ſhe would have pierced her 

Breaſt with a Dart, which ſhe had in her Hand: 

but whether the fear of Death ſuſpended the 
Reſolution of her Deſpair, or that her Fatigue 
B z bad 


4 The Amours and Adventures of 


had diminiſh'd her Strength, ſhe could not 
effect her Deſign; but ſwoon'd in the ſight 
of the two Cavaliers. The Name of Theſcus, 


the meeting with a Woman in that Place, and 


at that Hour, exceedingly ſurpriſed them; ſo 
that they could not tell what Conjectures to 
draw from thence. At laſt, the young Cava- 
lier alighted from his Horſe, and approached 
that lovely Stranger, with an intent to ſuc- 
cour her, and abate the Cauſe of her Grief, 
She was cloathed with the Skins of wild Beaſts, 
which being of different Kinds, formed an 
agreeable Mixture of Colours. That Beauty, 
Who had undoubtedly been the Artiſt, and 


who had joined with her own Hands the Va- 


rious Picces of that Habit, had not forgot to 
put the Black with that advantage, as made 
the beautiful Whiteneſs of her Breaſt and 
Hands ſhew itſelf in a far greater degree. The 
Obſcurity of the Night deprived the Cava» 
liers of diſcerning the Savage Look of her Ru- 


ſtick Dreſs, until they were ncarct to her 


that wore it. That Object ſurpriſed them, 
and if the Sweetneſs that appear'd in her 
Face had not aſſured them, they might have 
taken her for one of the Monſters that in- 
habited the Woods of Pelo onneſus, and the 
Meeting of whom was often fatal to thoſe 
that paſt thro' them. The ſlowneſs of their 
help render'd it unuſeful, for that raving 
Beauty by this time was come to herlelf ; 
and ſeeing herſelf with. two unknown Men, 
would 


SOL ENUS and PERRIGONIA. 5 
would have aroſe and fled, ſhewing by the 
Incertitude of her Looks, the Impatience and 
Trouble of her Soul. But the young Cava- 

lier held her by her Clothes, and conjured 
her by the moſt engaging Civility, not to 

leave their Company, who paſſionately de- 
fired to ſerve her. The greateſt Favour you 
can do me, replied ſhe, is to let me follow 
my firſt Reſolution. I am reſolved to die, 
Sir, having loſt all that could make me deſire 
to live, and I find myſelf involved in the 
greateſt Misfortune that can befall me. The 
Reſolution of your Deſpair, replied the young 
Cavalier, ſeems to me too precipitate. In 
what ſtate ſoever you are, you ought to hope 
for ſome Comfort, ſince he, that is the Cauſe 
of your Trouble, is ſtill in the World. If 
you love him, you ought to live to endeavour 
to pleaſe him; and if his Infidelity cauſes you 
to hate him, you ought to live to perſecute 
him whereſocver he goes, I don't at all con- 
demn your Opinion, replied the beautiful 
Stranger, but allow it to be very juſt ; but I 
2X muſt be firſt in your Sentiments, to profit by 
your Advice: ſee the Condition my Soul is 
in; I confeſs to you, I love an ungrateful 
Man, and one that flies me whene'er I pur- 
= ſuc him. 1 hate his Ingratitude, and thus 
the Love and Hatred which I have tor him, 
alternately agitate my depreſſed Soul. If I. 
hear of Love, I ought ro die to plcaſe that 
inconſiderate Wretch that deſires my Death; 
| 1 and 
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and if I hear of Hatred, I ought to die to ex- 
tinguiſh the Remains of that Love I have ſtill 
for him, and by that means eaſe myſelf of 


that cruel Neceſſity of following him that 
flies me. But how, Madam, replied the 


young Cavalier, arc you ignorant of the Plea- 
ſures that one has in a legitimate Vengeance? 
Oh Gods! replied ſhe, is it poſſible that I live 


to hear ſuch aReproach? *Tis true, I could 


have conceived a deſire of Revenge againft 
a Perſon, whoſe uſage to me, intitles him to 
Sentiments of Acknowledgments, and that 
unjuſt deſire might have comforted me in my 
great Affliction. But, Sir, continued ſhe, 
turning herſelf towards the young Cayalier, 


is it poſſible, that the Rehearſal of my Ad- 


ventures can deſerve your Attention? and, 


that knowing my Crimes, you would have 5 
prevented my Death? I am not acquainted 
with your Fortune, replied he, any more than 


what you have been pleaſed to tell me. But 
I have an ardent deſire to know more, if you 


will favour us with the Rehearſal till it is Day; 


we ſhall acknowledge ourſelves in an infinite 


Obligation. Don't think that it is our Cu- 


rioſity to learn ſomething new, which indu . 


ces us to deſire it, but an ardent deſire to find 
in the Knowledge of your Misfortunes, ſome 
occaſion to offer you our Aſſiſtance. Ves, 
Sir, replied the Stranger, I'll endeavour to 
rehearſe to you a Hiſtory that will require 


your pity; I don't do it with a deſign to ac 


| cepal 
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cept the generous offer you have made me, 


but rather to oblige you not to contradict, 
or overthrow the Reſolution of my Deſpair. 


| 

Ending theſe Words, ſhe fat down at the foot, 
of a Tree, which that Night ſerv'd them for 
1 a Canopy; when the two Cavaliers ranging 
8 themſelves on each ſide of her, ſhe began i in 
: this manner. | 
I SINCE you are pleaſed to know the fad 
t Adventures of my miſerable Life, prepare 
o fl your ſelyes to tremble with Horror, in the 
EY beginning of this Hiſtory, whercin I wil 
3 acquaint you with my Origin, then diſpoſe 
” il your Souls to Pity, and yield a few Tears ta 
„ my Misfortunes; immediately after change 
[- 4 your Sentiments, and arm your ſelves with 
f 4 Choler for the Puniſhment of my Crimes. 
d I am that Perrigonia, Daughter of Semis, 
n famous only for the Crimes of her Father 3. 
ut ol that Sinis, ſaid I, which ſo many barba- 
NW rous Murthers have ſignaliz'd in the Deſerts 
yY3 of Peloponneſus. It is not to be ſuppoſed 


that you are of a Climate ſo far diſtant 
from that of Greece, as not to have heard 
of that common Enemy of Mankind, ſince. 
you are acquainted with the Tongue; but 
pity my Misfortunes, which will not permit 
me to acquaint you with my Father, with- 
out diſcovering the Diſorders of his Lite, I. 
will not abuſe your Patience, by telling you 
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that he was born of one of the moſt conſt 
derable and renowned Families of all Greece; 


but having receiv'd ſome Diſcontent among 
the Society of Men, he reſolved with him- 
ſelf to make a general War againſt them, 

and accotdingly retired into a Wood by the 
Sea:ſide, with a Reſolution to kill all thoſe 
he ſhould meet in his way; and that having 
one day there found my Mother ſtrayed 
from her Companions, he raviſhed her, and 
retained her as a Priſoner in his Cave, until I 
was fix Years of Age: but then being weary 
of ſo much Company, he reſolved to eaſe 


himſelf of one of us; on which, he accord- 


ingly went out, when his Caprice and my ma- 
lignant Stars ſaved me, to the Prejudiceof my 
unfortunate Mother, whom he precipitated 
into the Sea. Iwill not tell you what Trou- 
bles that Loſs cauſed in me, and with what 
Sentiments I look d on my barbarous and 
cruel Father from that fatal Day. To tell 
you how he educated me in that frightful 


Cavern, which skreen'd him from the juſt 


Vengeance of Heaven and Earth, will be 
unneceſſary, ſince that you may eaſily judge. 
what was the Nouriſhment of the Daughter 
of ſuch a Father. I perceived nevertheleſs 
that his Actions cauſed in me a ſecret Hox- 
ror ; and, altho* I had never beheld any 
thing but his Crimes, a natural Inſtin& made 
. I could 
allo diſpenſe with my 1elf to deſcribe to 
| you 
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SoLENUS An PERRIGONITA. ' 9 
you that terrible Den wherein I paſt the 
greateſt part of my Age; and as it is in ſome 
ſort neceſſary that you ſhou'd know its Si- 
tuation, for the better Intelligence of the 
Sequel of my Hiſtory, I will make the Nat- 
ration as brief as poſſible. 


AT the beginning of the Straits of Pelo- 

neſus, and at the ſide of the Levant, one 
diſcovers a little Point of Land, cover'd with 
a thick Foreſt, which ſhoots itſelf into the 
Sea, about the length of three or four thou- 
ſand Paces; it is ſtrait in its Beginning, but 
it widens in its Extremitics by little and lit- 


tle, in ſuch ſort as it almoſt forms a regu- 


lar Triangle. In the Middle of this Wood 
riſes a great Rock, whoſe ſyperb Top in 
height ſurpaſſes the greateſt Trees. Within 
this Rock is found that dreadful Cavern, 
which in all probability has ſometimes ſer- 
ved for a Den for wild Beaſts; the Entry 
indeed is difficult, but the Inſide ſpacious ; 


At one end there is a Cloiſter, which di- 


vides this Cave into two unequal parts. My 
Father, who was the Architect, had made that 
ſeparation, to ſhut up ſometimes thoſe unhap- 
py Men (whoſe cruel Fates had ordained them 


> | his Captives) to prolong their Puniſhments, 


and whom he would not ler live, but to 
make them ſuffer thoſe tormenting Pains, 
which the fear of Death, and deſpair of 
Liberty, generally cauſes in ſuch miſerable 

BY Wretches. 
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Wretches. I lived in that melancholy. dwel- 
ling upon the Fruits and Herbs of the Fo- 
reſt, and ſometimes on the Honey which my 
Father took away from the Paſſengers. He 
_ uſed to go out a little before Day, and I ſel- 
dom ſaw him return till the Evening. Some- 
times when I would recreate my ſelf, I went 


out of my Cave, and taking a Bow in my 


Hand, made War with the ethereal Enemies 
thereabouts. In this manner I lived until 
my fifteenth Year, and 1 confeſs that fort of 
Life became tireſome to me. I often wiſhed 
for a viciſſitude of my Fortune, but knew 
not my own Deſire. I would ſometimes 
have reſolved never to have ſeen my barba- 
rous and cruel Father again; but then, if he 
ſtayed but a little longer than ordinary be- 
fore he returned, a paternal Love cauſed in 
me the moſt preſſing Inquietudes. When 


the Night had render'd him to me, I wiſhed 7 
for the ſucceeding Morn to take him from 
me; but that had no ſooner acceded to 


my Wiſhes, than I ardently deſired the re- 


turn of the Night to afford me his Preſence :. | I 


At laſt I coveted every thing which I had 


not, and could not ſatisfy my ſelf with the 4 
Poſſeſſion of what I deſired. Miſerable is 


the Eſtate of that Soul which has no Reſt, 


and which knowing none, endeavours to 


fly all that approaches it. Experience had 


alrcady taught me, that I could not be ſatis- 
fied in that little part of the Earth, which 
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till then had, bounded my Inclinations and 
my Deſires. I often thought of going out 


of it, and to thruſt my ſelf into the Foreſt 
that joins that little Iſland. I was a long 
while dubious what to reſolve on, but at 
the End of three or four Days 1 determined. 


I werit out one Morning very early ſoon 
after my Father, and I was not a great way 
from our little Wood, when I perceived 
coming directly towards me a young Man, 
carrying a Bow 1n his Hand, and a rich 
Quiver in a Scarf, pendant by his Side. At 
that ſight I was attacked with two different - 
Paſſions, which alternately agitated my Soul; 
Joy! and Fear! The moment I ſaw him, 


1 would have fled from him, as not think- 


ing that the Daughter of the univerſal Ene- 
my of Men, could be ſecure' among any of 
the ſame Species; but a quite contrary E. 


motion immediately reſtrained me. I would 


not have him ſee me, yet had he Je ne ſfay 
quoi, ſo engaging in his form, that I could 
not reſolve to loſe the ſight of him for ever. 
His Surpriſe was not leſs than mine, my 
wild and ruſtick Dreſs cauſed in him tome 
apprehenſions of Fear; ſo that raiſing his 
Dart as if he would have pierced me, I did 
the ſame at the ſame time, being unwilling 
to die without defending my felt. We were 
a long while in that detenſive Poſture, and 
looked upon each other with Defiance; till 


at 


12 The Amours and Adventures of 
at laſt obſerving one another more atten« 


—_ we (unanimouſly, if that Expreſſion 
may be allowed to an interiour - Conſent) 


bowed our. Darts. As for me, I confeſs 1 


was aſhamed to raiſe my Arm againſt him, 
and I doubt not but he was affected with 


the ſame Sentiments, ſeeing that he ap- 


oached me as if to excuſe himſelf; and 


whatever deſire I then had to fly from him, 


I durſt not attempt it. I really feared his Ap- 


proach, yet could not reſolve to evade it. 1 


waited it then trembling : when he drew 
near me, he looked fo dejected and pale, 


that I could eaſily perceive by his exteriour, 
9 had ſome interiour Affliction; but I was 
far from divining the true Cauſe of his 


Grief which I reſented in the moſt violent ex- 
ceſs. Ah! beauteous Nymph, ſaid he, if your 
Soul is as ſweet as your Eyes! At theſe 
Words his Reſpc& check'd his Speech, and 
the Diſpleaſure I had to ſee his Confuſion, 
cauſed me to look upon him with an Eye 
that eaſily ſhewed how much I already ſuf- 
ferd for him; which I believe he perceived, 
for proceeding in his Diſcourſe, he told me 
in a tremendous manner, I don't doubt but 
what I am going to tell you will ſurpriſe 
you, after what you have ſeen me do; but 


now, beautiful Nymph, I can no longer re- 


ſtrain my Tongue; in a word, I love! At 
this laſt Word he was dumb again; and 
looking carncſtly on me, he tried to diſco- 


ver 
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SoLENUs and PERRIGONIA. 13 
ver. by my Eyes if his diſcourſe had any ways 
offended me; but not attrating any fayou- 


rable ſign from thence, he proceeded in this 
manner. I love, ſaid he, and can no longer 
reſiſt that powerful Inclination which obliges 


me to reſign up my ſelf intirely to you, I 
very well know that in this precipitate De- 


claration you'll cenſure my Preſumption, but 

you'll impute my Temetity to the Ex- 
ceſs of my Paſſion, by which you ſee how - 
little Experience I have in things of this na- 


ture, when 1 ought by my Services and 


Submiſſions, to acquire your Eſteem, and 
as proofs to convince you that I love you, 


before I preſume to tell you ſo; but no mat- 


ter if you accuſe me of want of Addreſs, if 


you don't with that of Love: I will employ 


all my Power to love you, and not in per- 


ſuading you that I do. Whilſt he enter- 
tained me in that manner, I looked on all 
ſides to ſee if I could eſpy my Father com- 


ing towards us, fearing that he ſhould meet 
that lovely Stranger, for whom I already 
ſuffered a great deal. I was entirely ignorant 


what he meant by Love, Inclination or Ser- 
vices; yet had his Diſconrſe ſuch a fympathe- 
tick Effect on me, that I confeſs I heard him 
with pleaſure, His Diſcourſe was in-this man- 


ner, when he ceaſed ſpeaking, as I thought, 


to give me time to anſwer him. Altho' I 
was ignorant of the Policy and Addreſs uſed 


in che Society of Men, yet had the divers 


Enter- 
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Entertainments on various Subjects with my 


Father, given me fome knowledge thereof ; 
and as I had a deſire to give him ſome 
ſatisfaction by my Anſwer, made me the 
caſt er believe that he did it on parpole. . 


I WAS very much at a ſtand, when I 
faw myſelf reduced to the Neceſſity of think- 
ing what I ſhould ſay to him. I would have 


told him, that our meeting had afforded me 


a great deal of Pleaſure, but I was at a loſs 
how to expreſs myſelf in theſe Terms. I could 
have entertained him with the Sentiments of 
my Affection, but the little Experience that 


I had in the manner of diſcourſing, would 
not permit me to tell him ſo. At laſt, after 
having conteſted a long time with myſelf, I 
thought I could not better ſhew him my Love, 
than in obliging him to leave a place where 
he might be ſurpriſed by my Father. Ithen 


told him the Danger he would expoſe him- 


ſelf to, if he ſtay'd any longer in that Foreſt, | 
where the cruel Sinis uſed to haunt that I 
would adviſe him to leave it immediately, 


and not to neglect ſo good an Advice. Bur, 4 ; 


you charming Nymph, replied he immedi- 
ately, are not you afraid of the Injuries of 


that Barbarian ? No, ſaid Ito him, But then 
thinking that the Apprehenſion which I gave 


him, would hinder him from coming again 


to that place, where I ſhould have the plea- | 


ſure of  ſecing him; Irecollected myſelf, and | 


olg 
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told him, that that impious Enemy of Men 
4 frequented the Woods only the Mornings 
and Evenings, and that all the Day long he 
went upon the Highways, and made war with 
the Paſſengers. The Aflurance that he ob- 
"Z ſerved in my Diſcourſe, and in my Face, my 
*Z Dreſs,” the Solitude wherein I was, and the 
Diſdain that he ſaw me have for ſo formi- 
dable an Enemy, immediately made him 
think that 1 was one of thoſe Divinities that 
XZ uſed to accompany, Diana in the Woods. 
ln that Sentiment, he immediately threw 
himſelf at my Feet, with all the Submiſſion 
that a Soul is capable of. Pardon my Te- 
merity, Great Goddeſs, ſaid he, and if my 
Preſumption deſerves any Puniſhment, de- 
prive me of Life, ſooner than the deſire which 
I have to adore you. I confeſs, that ſeeing 
him approach me with ſo much Celerity, I was 
afraid, and retired back two or three Paces 
but when I ſaw him on his Knces, I remem- 
ber'd that I had ſeen Men in that Poſture be- 
fore my Father; I thought that he had then 
ſeen him behind me, not imagining that it 
was to me that he paid that Submiſſion, and 
that he was asking his Life of him. Imagine 
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X cauſed in me; I durſt not turn my Head, for 
= fear of ſceing my Father; I knew not what 
I could fay to him, to prevail with him to 
ſave that lovely Stranger, who was already 
ſo dear to me, For, although I had a great 
A deal 
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what Trouble and Inquietude that Thought 
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deal of reafon to fear for myſelf, I thought 
of nothing which could contribute to my 
own Safety. Whilſt I was in this Per- 
plexity, he aroſe, and obſerving me with a 
little more Attention, be judged, as he has 
ſince told me, by my bluſhing, and the in- 
certitude of my Looks, that at that time I 


was under the Empire of the Paſſions; and 
that under the form of à Goddeſs, I hid 


the Body of a weak and mortal Woman: 


But his greateſt Surpriſe was, from whence 
ded that aſſurance I had of my ſafety, Xt 


in a place that 1 thought ſo dangerous for 
him.” He began to ask me the reaſon, when 


unto. us, obliged me to fly towards my Cave: 


the entry of our little Wood, I perceived 


my Father following me with his Sword in 
his Hand, ſtill imbrued in the Blood of ſume 
Murder which he had then been commit- 


ting. If his ſight aſtoniſned me, it will 
not be difficult for you to judge ſo, ſince 1 


And as I was within a hundred Paces from 


4A 


thought he had murder'd him that I had 
before been entertaining. So without -conſt- 
dering the. hazard that J expoſed my ſelf to, 
I rcſolved to wait for him, and reproach | 
him with his Inhumanity, as my Mother 


had ſometimes done in my Preſencez but |? 


let 


be prevented me, crying with a ſtrong and |? 
| flierce Voice, Fly, unfortunate Wretch, ſaid 
he, fly the Misfortune of your Father, and 
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let him not have the Diſpleaſure to ſee 
thy Loſs joined to that of his own. I am 
purſued, Iam overcome, but I ſhall not die 
without ſome Comfort, if I could be aſſured 
that you would remain after me. This Dis- 
courſe had a quite contrary Effect than the 
Deſign of him that ſpoke it ; for inſtead of 
obliging me to a Retreat, for the Preſerva- 
tion of my Safety, I remain'd as it were in- 
chanted, ſo that I could neither proceed nor 
recede ; the Fear that I had for that ami- 
able Stranger, who I had but juſt before 
left, and that which I ought to have for 
my Father, and my ſelf, ſo confounded my 
Imagination and my Thoughts, that I could 
not determine which was the moſt juſt, 

whether to ſtay and upbraid him that I 
thought culpable, or to fly to give him the 
Marks of my Obedience. At laſt I deter- 
mined to range myſelf near my Father, ei- 
ther to defend him, or to die with him, 
how much ſocyer he oppoſed my intrepid 
$ Reſolution; when I perceived coming di- 
rectly towards him two great Lions, where- 
of one was covered with Blood, and ſeem'd 
to faint at every Pace; but the other was 
not at all wounded, but walked with great 
Reſolution. As ſoon as my Father ſaw 
them, he cried out again; Alas! miſcrable 
Woman, ſaid he, why don't you provide for 
your ſafety? I confeſs to you that that Ren- 
counter, and that Voice, would have been 
C ſyfficient 
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ſufficient Motives to have frightned me, at 
any other time, but then I was incapable 
of entertaining any Thought. But the ſame 
Trouble which hindred me from knowing the 
Danger I was in, diverted me from the Fear 
which I otherwiſe ſhould have had. In ſhort, 
I had ſome Pleaſure to ſee my firſt Appre- 
henſion diſſipated by the laſt, and that the 
ſame reaſon that cauſed my Fear for my ſelf, ® 


Wood, thinking to hinder them from en- | 
tring our Cave, which in effect was very 7 
difficult. 1 did not oppoſe his deſign, but 
as I did not think of it ſo ſoon as he, he 
was already a great way, when I began to 
move, ſo that I expected nothing but an imj- 
mediate Death. And altho Life was in no 
manner to be coveted by me, as having no- 
thing I could call agreeable ; yet I could 
not reſolve to die, until I had once more 
ſcen that Stranger, who was innocently ac- 
ceſſary to my Loſs. In theſe Perplexities, 
which were undoubtedly more acute than 
Death itſelf, I felt ſomething which ſtopt ? 
me 


aſſured me of the ſafety of that lovely 8 

Stranger, who I thought dead. Bur my Fa- 

ther, "who conſidered this Danger in all its 

Extremities, and to whom perhaps the Ap- 

prehenſion of the Fear was greater than in 4 

reality, that Man ſo couragious againſt Men, 4 
had not Reſolution enough to aſſault thoſe 

furious Beaſts ; but after having commanded 

me to follow him, he fled to gain our little | 

5 
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me by my Clothes; and making no doubt but 
J was then between the Claws of thoſe ter- 
rible Animals, I fell down, as dead as [I 
thought one poſſibly could be. In the mean 
time, that young Hunter whom I had lett in 
the Wood, hearing my Voice, and judging 
that I was in ſome impending and extream 
Danger, was come near to the Sea: ſide; and 
having ſeen the Lions which purſued me, 
he reſolved to ſuccour me at the Peril of 
his Life. He had already wounded the fore- 
moſt with a Dart which he had in his Hand, 
which hapning in its Eye, with an incredi- 
ble Force, that wild and ſavage Beaſt fell 
dead at the Feet of his Companion; which, 
2 ſceing him in that Condition, inſtead of re- 
2 venging his Death, fell upon him with ſo 
much Rage, that he tore him in Pieces; and 
having himſelf receiv'd a mortal Wound, I had 
no further ſubject or cauſe to fear, when a 
Briar being the only thing that had ſtopped 
me; I ſwooned, when 1 thought all my 
hopes unuſeful and unneceſſary, the Fall 
2X which I had being ſo great, that it reſtored 
me to that Life, which I thought I had loſt, 
Bur in the Condition that I thought I was 
in, the ſight of Heaven was tireſome to me, 
and I complained of my Mistortune; which 
would not permit me to quit the Day-lighr, 
without letting me ſee what I loſt. I would 
have died in my Swoon, but 1 was unwil- 
ling to dic when I ſaw my ſelf alive after 

C 2 my 
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my Reſurrection. I was in theſe thoughts, 
imagining evcry Moment to feel the Teeth 
of the Lions which purſued me; and for 
fear of ſeeing them ſtanding over me, ready 
to deyour me, durſt not open my Eyes : 
which was the reaſon that I did not perceive 
my Deliverance, and the Vitory of that 
generous Stranger: when he coming nigh 
me, ſaid, Recover your Spirits, beautiful 
Nymph, and return from your Fright ; your 
Enemics are dead, and their Vanquiſher 
comes to offer himſelf to you; too happy, 
if his Victory is as agreeable to you, as his 
Help was neceſlary ; if you have as much 
Pleaſure in receiving his Submiſſions, as he 
has Joy in the offcring them. That Voice, 
which was not unknown to me, ſeemed to 
aſſure me of my Joy and Safety, cauſed me 
to open my Eyes; the ſight of that amiable 
Perſon made me riſe with Baſhfulneſs; and 


the Sentiments of Acknowledgments which 
I owed him, compelled me to tell him in 


Terms the moſt familiar I. could chuſe: 1 
owe to you, ſaid I, the Preſervation of my 
Life, and if I was in a Condition to recom- 
pence your Beneficence, I ſhould have a 
great deal of Satisfaction in ſo doing, and 
by ſhewing you how far I am from being 
ungrateful; but ſince my preſent Condi- 
tion deprives me of ſo doing, I will hope 
that ſome Day, changing my Country and 
my Fortune, my Power may increaſe by 

that 
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that Viciſſitude. But to the end that I may 
flatter my ſelf with that Hope, tell me, 1 
beſecch you, in what part of the Wood you 
dwell? Above all, never come here on the 
Mornings nor the Evenings, for fear you 
ſhould meet the cruel Sinis, of whom I 
have juſt now told you, and haſten from 
hence immediately, for I think I hear him 
coming: Fear not for me, Sinis is my Fa- 
ther. At theſe Words I perceived my lovely 
Protector changed Colour, but I could not 
tell the Cauſe, until having recoiled three 
or four Steps backwards; How, ſaid he, is 
Snis your Father? Yes, ſaid I, Sinis is my 
Father; yet nevertheleſs I can't but condemn 
his wicked way of Life. Perrigonia is of 
the Blood of a Savage, but ſhe has no bar- 
barous Sentiments. Here he is, continued 
I, for God's ſake fly; and if you delire to 
be better acquainted with the Particulars of 
my Life, meet me here in this place to- 
morrow, and at this hour. But muſt I fly, 


| ſaid he? Yes, for the Love of me, ſaid I, 


and debate no more, if you have any deſire 
to pleaſe me? At theſe Words he ſeparated 
himſelf from me, and I ran towards my Fa- 
ther, to make him return into our Wood, 
for fear he ſhould meet him by the Sea-ſide. 
As ſoon as he ſaw me, he informed himſelf 
of my Adventure, and told me, that not 
having ſeen me at the entry of our Wood, 
he was returned to know what was become 
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of me. I told him all that had hapned to 
me, extolling, as much as poſlible, the Va- 
lour and Courteſy of my Protector. But 
alas! how was my Deſign fruſtrated and de- 
ceived by my Diſcourle! I endeavour'd: to 
excite my Father to an Acknowledgment, 
by the rchearial of the Favours that I had 
received, and I was the innocent Cauſe that 
he reſolved not only on Ingratitude, but to 
render Injurics for Benefits. And as Cruelty 
never wants a pretence, he told me, inter- 
rupting me, that for the Security of his Life 
he ought to endeavour to overcome a Man 
that had vanquiſhed the Lions. And I being 
willing to divert him from that impious and 
wicked Deſign, he commanded me to retire, 
and ran into the thickeſt part of the Wood with 
an incredible Celerity. I don't deſire, Sir, that 
you ſhonld judge into what a Condition I 
was reduced by that Reſolution and his De- 
parture : One muſt have felt the ſameTroubles 
to judge of their Rigour, and that Rigour is 
without doubt the laſt Effect of an extream þ 
Misfortune. Think only what muſt be my 
| Conſolation, and what hopes I had remain- 
ing, where every thing ſeemed to threaten 
the Deſtruction of my Repoſe. On one ſide 
I ſaw my Father in danger; my Father, ſaid 
I, which Nature would not ſuffer me to 
hate, whatſoever occaſion he gave me every 
Day, thro' his Cruelties and his Injuſtices: 
on the other hand I diſcover'd a lovely 

. Defender, 
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Defender, to whom I owed the Preſervation 
of my Life, and for whom I had conceiyed 
an extream Tenderneſs and Affection, in 
danger of being killed by my Father. I 
feared the Victory of my Father, yet I could 
not conſent to his Loſs; I deſired that charm- 
ing Stranger might not be vanquiſhed, yet 
I could not ſuffer that he ſhould be Victor. 


WHEN I thought of the Defeat of my 
Father, I feared he wonld reproach me, by 
ſaying, I did not defice or wiſh his Victory, 
and that I had baſely conſented to his Loſs ; 
and when I thought of that unhappy Stranger, 
I fear'd he would accuſe me, as being the 
Cauſe of making my Father follow him, and 
brand me with Ingratitude and Perfidiouſneſs. 
The Aſſurance that I had of my Innocence in 
all theſe Events, could not ſatisfy me; and I 
was dubious, whether I was not to blame? 
Secing ſo great a ſign of my Fault, how 
often did I wiſh to be the Daughter of any 
one, but that of Cinis, for to have deſired, 
without Impicty,the Puniſhment of his Crimes, 
and the Victory of his contending Adverſary ? 
And, again, how often did I wiſh I had never 
ſeen that lovely Stranger, for to have waited 
the Succeſs of the Fight with leſs Intereſt, 
and more Tranquility? Pardon me, Sir, if I 
cannot pals by thoſe things, without repre- 
ſenting to you the Condition I was in, and 
conſider, that 'tis a Weakneſs ſo incident to 
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the Unfortunate, to deſcribe the Troubles in 
the moſt touching and lively Colours that can 
poſlibly render them the moſt Deplorable. 
And, if my Diſcourſe is tedious, as in all 
probability it muſt, permit me to tell you 
the End of my Hiſtory, when I will inter- 
mix the ſubſequent Accidents as bricf as 
poſſible. As a Fayour, Madam, replied the 
young Cavalier, don't uſe any conſtraint in 
the Recital of your Adventures; and if you 
will oblige me with the Knowledge of them, 
beg you will not epitomiſe or abbreviate 
them in any reſpe& whatſoever; ſince the 
Approach of the Night gives us to under- 
ſtand, that the Break of Day will be ſome 
time before it appears; and as I am impa- 
tient to know the Succeſs of the Combat be- 
tween your Father, and your Deliverer. Af- 
ter my Promiſe, and in Obedience to your 
Commands, replied that beautiful Stranger, 
I will make no difficulty to tell you, that 
having ſuffer'd all theſe Troubles and the In- 
quietudes of ſuch a Conjuncture; I ſaw my 
Father returning towards our Cave, and lead- 
ing with him the Subject of my Affection 
and my Fear: he had his Hands tied behind 
his Back with an Ozier, and his Face ap- 
peared ſo pale and dejected, that I ſhould 
have been troubled to know him again, if I 
had not thought to have ſeen him in that 
Condition. As ſoon as he ſaw me, he looked 
upon the Ground and bluſhed, without doubt, 
to 
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to ſee himſelf in that lamentable Condition, 
in the ſight of a Perſon that he ſo much de- 
ſired to pleaſe. But I, who thought that all 
his Actions were deſigned to reproach me 
with my Ingratitude, and my Treaſon ; I 
know not well how my Diſpleaſure appear- 
ed, but I am certain it was extream, and that 
I had then a great and difficult reſtraint on 
myſelf, to forbear ſhewing it to my Father. 
The Moment he enter'd, he told me with a 
Voice that ſhewed his Exceſs of Joy; Here is, 
my Daughter, the Victor of thoſe Lions, who 
dared to defend himſelf againſt me; I took 
him, and am now the Conqueror, his Life 
and Death are now at my diſpoſal; and, 
becauſe you ſeemed dubious of lo great a 
Succeſs, I was willing to let you fee this 
illuſtrious Captive. In ſaying theſe Words, 
he looked earneſtly on my Face, and per- 
ceiving it cover'd with Tears by the Light of 
a great Fire which I had kindled in our Cave, 
he asked me the Cauſe of my Grief; but as 
he ſaw I made him no anſwer, he thought 
I durſt not ſpeak before that lovely Captive, 
which made him ſhut him up in that Se- 
paration, of which I have heretofore told 
you, he had made in our Cave, And re- 
turning to me, he ask d me the ſame Que- 
ſtion, bur with ſo much Rigour, that I very 
well perceived it would not be à propos then 
to diſcover to him my real Sentiments, or 
the true Subject of my Tears. I told him 
then, 
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then, that the Fear I had for him in his Ab- 
ſence, and that the ſudden Joy which his 
Return cauſed in me, was the only Reaſon 
of thoſe Tears he had perceived: and that, 
in that agreeable Surpriſe, it was impoſſible 
for me to retain them ; that I had no Cauſe 
to complain, ſince I ſaw him return, and 
that victorious too, which afforded me the 


' moſt agrecable Satisfaction. Pity, Sir, here 


a Misfortune without a Parallel; in an ex- 
tream Grief, I was obliged to ſhew content, 
and appear gay, when I had the greateſt 
cauſe to moan; and of all the Comforts 
which the Unfortunate have, I had none bur 
that of being innocent. That radiant Beam 
of Hope which ſometimes relieves the Mind 
in the moſt profound Grief, and which com- 
forts the moſt Afflicted, deprived me of the 
only Comfort which ſeem'd to remain in 
my deplorable Condition. I was afraid of 
diſpleaſing my Father; that Fear was an effect 
of my Hope, and that Hope deprived me of 
the Liberty of complaining. But, replicd 
my Father, you are ſtill ignorant of the prin- 
cipal Reaſon which ſhould oblige you to re- 
joice at my Victory; and now I will explain 
it to you, that you may not oppole the De- 
ſign which I have to kill this Priſoner. Know 
then, that having conſulted the Oracle on 
the Subject of my Life and ot my Death, I 
was anſwer'd, that I ſhould run the hazard 


of being killed by a Kinſman of Hercules, 
who 
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who paſſing through theſe Deſarts, ſhould 
overcome Lions and Monſters, but if I could 
ſurpriſe him before he was on his defence, I 
ſhould overcome that mortal Enemy, and 
correct the Malignity of my Stars; twas that 
made me ſo haſtily reſolve to attack him; 
and tis this which gives me Joy, and which 
ought to cauſe yours in the remembrance 
of my Victory: for I had no room for doubt 
but that he who has vanquiſhed thoſe Lions 
that purſued us, was the ſame foretold by the 
Oracle. Imagine, Sir, with how much di- 
pleaſure I heard this Diſcourſe, and how 
much trouble I had to forbear contradicting 
the Deſign my Father had of killing this 
lovely Captive, whom, ſince his Misfor- 
tune, I loved more than before. But ſee 
at the ſame time how averſe Fortune was 
to my Inclinations, in ſuch a manner, that 
I could not ſuccour that Stranger, without 
conſpiring againſt my cruel Father. 


Hard Fate, alas! when Love our Paſſions 
ſway d, 

And Tyrant Duty too muſt be obey'd: 

Duty would often plead in his behalf, 

But Love! was always Plaintiff for myſelf. 


I reſolved nevertheleſs to endeavour to mollify 
that obdurate Heart, whatſoever might betall 
me; my Loyer's Misfortune having the more 
engag d my Affections. I was juſt upon the 
point to begin, when my Father interrupting - 

me, 
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me, by ſaying I am not ſure that this is that 
Kinſman of Hercules, as I would be; tis for 
that reaſon that I would have you, after I am 
gone out to-morrow, endeavour to extort 
that Eclairciſſement from him; you can talk 
to him at the Door of his Priſon, and inform 
yourſelf of his Name and Country, under a 
pretence of your being willing to employ 
your Intereſt to procure his Liberty: he will 
undoubtedly believe you, ſince that what he 
has already done for you, deſerves as a Re- 
taliation ſuch a favour from you; and he 
won't ſuſpe& but that you would ſpeak ſit- 
cerely to him that has ſaved your Life. 
Scarce had he finiſhed his Diſcourſe, when I 
promiſed carefully to obey his Orders, hoping 


to find in that Employment, means of ſaving 
that illuſtrious Captive : but it was not with- 


out regretting the loſs of ſome Pleaſure which 


1 ſhould have had in my Diſcourſe with my 


Father, in endeavouring by that way to ſave 
him. I was ſurpriſcd to think that he ſhould 
confeſs that I had reaſon to proeure the Li- 
berty of that generous Captive, and that at 
the ſame time he ſhould make me the In- 
ſtrument of his Ruin. It don't ſignify telling 
you how we all paſt that Night, but it will 
ſuffice to know, that fcarce did the Day be- 
gin to appear, and Phebus from the Eaſt caſt 
forth his Genial Beams, but my Father left 
me to entertain my charming Priſoner, but 
not without commanding me to conſider the 
3 Con- 
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Conſequence of a thing whereon depended 
the Safety of his Life and mine; and not 
without making me promiſe him to for- 
get nothing that could give him any Satis- 
faction. As ſoon as he was gone out, I de- 
ſigned to loſe no time, but to go and en- 
tertain my Deliverer ; but thinking on the 
Oracle which my Father had made known 
to me, I ſtopt to conſult on what I ſhould 
do: 'twas not, but that I deſired from my 
Soul to ſuccour that Stranger; but I could 
not think it equitable, to ſave him, wao 
would be the Murtherer of my Father. How, 
ſaid I, to myſelf, is not this an Action 
worthy the Daughter of Jznzs, to conſpire the 
Murther of her Father? And is it not to en- 
hance her Cruelty ? But, replied I, is not this 
Hinis, he that killed my Mother? And whom 
ſo many Murthers ſeem to have rendered 
worthy of this Perfidiouſneſs? Yes, but he 
is ſtill my Father, and the Puniſhment does 
not belong to me, I could not procure him 
any Chaſtiſement, how ſoever juſt it might ſeem, 
without doing the greateſt Injuſtice; he is 
not leſs my Father for having that Quality; 
and I cannot revenge the Death of my in- 
nocent and unfortunate Mother, on him, 
without drawing upon my head the juſt Ven- 
geance of Heaven to revenge him; his Crime 
cannot authorize my Reſentment. I owe 
him my Life, and how miſerable ſoever it 


be, I am under the ſame Acknowledgments, 
| -- 


th 
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as if I enjoyed whatever I deſired. If that 
Stranger muſt be the Murtherer of my Fa- 
ther, I ought not to be his Deliverer; but 
what ſign is there of that, replied I, when 
he would not defend himſelf againſt him? 
What room is there to think, ſaid I, that 
he that did not fear two Lions, but over- 
came them, ſhould fear a Man, that fled them 
for fear? No, no, ſaid I, it muſt not be 
thought that my Deliverer ſhould be the Van- 
quiſher of Sinis, who ſuffer d himſelf to be 
conquer'd by him; and, whereas, he would 
have been delivered from Men, if my Con- 
ſideration had not ſuſpended his Deſign in 
meeting with my Father, I had no occaſion 
to doubt my Prayers would divert it abſo- 
lutely. I remained a great while in this 
Thought, as the moſt conformable ro my 
Deſirc, and the moſt reaſonable in appear- 
ance: but being unwilling to run any ha- 
zard, I was reſolved to oblige him to diſcover 
to me his Name and Country, before I 
endeavoured to get his Liberty: it was not 
nevertheleſs without fearing to learn of him 
what I did not deſire to know, and without 
condemning a Curioſity which could give me 
nothing but Trouble. How, ſaid I, ſince I 
am reſolved ro employ my Intereſt to gain 
the Liberty of that Stranger, why need Il know ¾ 
his Name? Is it to deceive him with more 
Knowledge, or to have an Opportunity to 
ſignalize my Impiety the more? No, replied I, 

but 
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but rather to have a Subject to act more openly 
for him: for if he is not him that my Father 
fears, I would willingly hazard my Life for 
the Preſervation of his; and if he is the ſame, 
I will deſire him to divert himſelf from a De- 
ſign that will cauſe our common Ruin. At 
laſt, after having a long while conteſted, I 
approached the Gate, and looking between 
two Boards which were not well joined, I ſaw 
that lovely Stranger, whoſe Beauty the fear 
of Death had not in the leaſt effaced. He 
was ſitting upon a Graſs Turf, in a place where 
the Day had the greateſt Entrance, in his Cave, 
(or to ſpeak more properly, his Priſon,) be- 
cauſe of a Cleft in the Rock, to the Side of 
the Levant, where the Day-light came in. He 
had his Head leaning .upon his right Arm, 
and his Eyes turned towards Heaven, as if he 
was invoking God for Juſtice, for the Miſ- 
fortune which he unjuſtly ſuffer'd; he did 
not cry, nevertheleſs it was eaſy to judge, 
that his Generoſity only retained his Tears. 


THAT Object made me embrace a new 
Deſire to fave him; and I could have been 
willing to have caſt myſelf at his feet, to 
ask his pardon for the Outrages which he 
had received from my Father. I could not 
forbear looking on him, and I perceived at 
the ſame time, that the Sight of him troubled 
my Repoſe; every one of my Looks return- 
ing into my Eyes, brought with them a ſub- 

| tile 
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tile Poiſon, which I perceived ſlide through 
my Veins, into my Heart, without knowing 
the Cauſe. But what cauſed in me the greateſt 
Surpriſe, was, that what I perceived in the Face 
of that lovely Stranger to be the moſt beautiful, 
cauſed me the moſt Pain. At laſt, I was charm- 
ed in ſuch a manner, that I forgot all the 
Precautions which 1 before imagined in fa- 
vour of my Father; I was reſolved to ſave 
that Stranger, whatever Reproach or Puniſh- 
ment my Temerity procured me; and what 
was more, I was reſolved to diſcover to him 
my Reſolution. But being apprehenſive that 
my Father might over-hear us, I went out to 
ſee, and be aſſured of his Abſence. As ſoon 
as I had traverſed our Cave, I returned to the 
ſame Place, and ſceing that amiable Stranger 
near the door of his Priſon, whither he was 
approached ; hearing me go away, I told him, 
ſpeaking in an imperfect manner, and in a 
low Voice, as much to excuſe my Shame, 
as not to be heard of any one elſe ; Drive 
from your Mind, ſaid I, the Fear which in- 
cumbers it, and believe, that her, that you 
have ſo much obliged, will not paſs by ſo 
good an Opportunity of acknowledging her 
Obligations to you, and without ſerving you 
to the extent of her power. You have ſaved 
me from the Lion's Claws, but I will en- 
deavour to draw you from the Hands of an 
Enemy. I would have opened my Mouth to 


have prayed him to give me no more un- 
caſineſs, 
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eaſineſs, thinking that the Pains I ſuffer'd for 
him, was the Effect of his Will; and that 
he tormented me, to revenge himſelf for 
my apparent Treaſon, and the unjuſt Cruel- 
ty of my Father. But when 1 was going ta. 
| proceed, my Face was cover'd with an ex- 
traordinary Bluſhiog, and my Tongue refuſed 
to. expreſs the Reſentments of my Heart. 
This gave him time to thank me for my 
Offers, and to proteſt to me that that Priſon, 
was agrecable to him, if he could but have 
ſometimes the Pleaſure of ſecing me. Don't 
think, ſaid he, beautcous Nymph, that the 
Condition I am in, obliges me to. talk after 
this manner: 1 diſpenſe with you to do no- 
thing for me; I am not ſo miſcrable, but 
that Dcath, or your Love can make me per- 
fectly happy; if you are deſirous to quit a 
Life which you have told me was not agree- 
able, and if you. thought that your Father 
would accept of a great Ranſom for me, 
mine has Riches enough to ſatisty his Am- 
bition, and I can make you enjoy all the 
Pleaſures and Felicities which are to be found 
Ya the Society of Men. Scarce had he finiſn- 
ed his Diſcourſe, when an extream Sweet- 
neſs, and whereof I was ignorant of the Cauſe, 
infuſed itſelf in my Soul, and gave me Plea- 
ſures, which, till then, had ever been un- 
known to me : and, although I had no Ex- 
perience to judge of ſuch things, I could not 
forbear thinking, that what he offer d me, 
D Was 
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was ſomething extraordinary, ſince the on- 
ly offer he made me, gave me ſo much 
Joy; but as I was ignorant what he meant 
by the Society of Men, I imagin'd that it 
was ſome Cave like ours, having never heard 
talk of Houſes, Palaces, or Cities. I asked 
him what place it was that he call'd after that 
manner, and if it was near unto our Cave, 
which gave him a Subject to entertain me; 
of the Building of Cities, and of the Plea- 
ſures one enjoys in the Converſation of vir- 
tuous Men, where every one ſtrives to pleaſe 
his Friend, and out-do him in Courteſy, and 
where Men's Friendſhips are reciprocally join- 
ed to each other, in ſuch a manner, that a 
thouſand different Families are united in one: 
by which I received ſo much Satisfaction, 
that I heard him with Pleaſure. But, con- 
tinued he, after having ſpoken to you of the 
Society of the Grectans in general, I ought 
to tell yon of myſelf in particular. I am 
born of one of the moſt confiderable Fami- 


lies of Megara; tis a City that is not far 


diſtant from theſe Straits Hunting is my ge- 
neral Exerciſe; for that, I leave all the De- 


licacies of the Cities, ſince Death has de- 


prived me of the only Perſon that was dear to 
me in the World, and of whom you are the 
only ſurviving Image: when, as I met you 
yeſterday, I had left my Company to think 
with more leiſure on her whoſe loſs I re- 
oretted ; and the Moment I aw you, I _— 


Sol ENUS and PERRIOGONIA. 35 


by your Dreſs I had ſeen a Monſter; but ha- 
ving more attentively conſider d you, I took 
you for a Phantom, which repreſented to. 
me that dear Perſon. My firſt Thought was, 
that that Image was not extinguiſhed; only 
in my Imagination; but having paſſed my 
Hand two or three times before my Eyes, 1 
perceived that I really ſaw ſome beautiful Per- 
ſon, and not a Shadow; and deſign'd to offer 
you the ſame Heart that Death had reſtored 
me. Ever ſince I have perſiſted in that agree- 
able Reſolution, and your Father can tell you 
that it was in my power to kill him very 
eaſily, but that I retained, and with-held my 
Hand for fear of offending you, and that - 
choſe rather to yield him a Victory, which 
might afford you ſome Joy, than to diſpute 
it with him, and by that means hazard your 
Diſpleaſure. Judge by that laſt Action of 
mine, what JI can do for you, and tell me 
if there is any thing in the World that can 
hinder me from ſhewing you my Affection; 
ſince the Care of my Life, my Liberty, and 
Honour, have been to me ſo inconſiderable 
in conſideration of your Intereſt, Alas, ſaid 
I, ſighing, if all the Men which you call So- 
ciable, live in this manner, what Security can 
they find with the Wicked? The Juſtice of 
Heaven and Earth, ſaid he to me, protects 
them; the Gods and the Kings puniſh their 
Crimes, and recompence them according to 


their Virtues. But, replied I, who are theſe 
D 2 Gods 
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Gods and Kings, and who could have given 
to them the Power of puniſhing the Wicked? 
You have put me upon a Subject that is very 
difficult and copious, continued he; but yet 
Iwill endeavour to ſatisfy you in a thing that 
Jam ſo little acquainted with, ſo far as my 
little Knowledge will extend, and abbreviate 
it as much as poſſible. Then he revealed 
to me all the various Opinions of the Gre- 
cians, concerning their Gods, their Sacrifices, 
and their Oracles; of the firſt Inſtitution of 
Kings among them, of their Power, Digni- 
ties, and Duties; and gave me ſo great an 
apprehenſion of the Lighting of the Heavens, 
and of the Globe of the Earth, that I thought 
they were both hanging over my Head: 
whilſt I was in that mortal Fear, and what 
moſt made me tremble, was the Remem- 
brance of the continual Danger my Father ran 
every day, and of the Hazard I myſelf ran 
with him. I heard near the Top of our Grotto, 
two Men, who ſeemed to be talking toge- 
ther; and, becaule that unforeſeen Accident 
ſurpriſed me in a powerful Diſpoſition of 
Fear; I would have run from the place where 
I was, to have ſought a more ſecure Retreat: 
when that generous Captive, whiſpering me, 
ſaid, Do not fear, my dear Inclination, for 
 *twas ſo he call'd me all his Life: him, whom 
you heard talk, is my Brother, who not ſece- 
ing me return, is come to ſeek me in this 
Foreſt; but, as it is not to be thought that 
he 
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he will eaſily find the Entry into this Cave, 
you ought to be perfectly aſſured that the 


Meeting of him would not be diſadvantageous 
to you: he loves me, and I don't doubt but 


he would treat well any one that I love. A- 


las! Sir, ſaid I, falling upon my Knees, do 
not expoſe me to the Danger of theſe fright- 
ful Puniſhments which you have repreſented 
to me, in explaining to me what Juſtice is; 
but aſſure yourſelf, that I will dic, or get you 
out of this Priſon. If you diſcover me to 
thoſe that ſeek you, I cannot ſave myſelf; and 
if I could do it, I have not Reſolution enough 
to ſce myſelf in that danger. How unfor- 
tunate Jam? I added many other things to 
oblige that illuſtrious Captive, to deſpiſe a 
certain Succour, which was then in his power, 
and to remain in his Chains, to pleaſe the 
Daughter of his Enemy. 


WOULD to God that I had had leſs 
Power, or that he had had more! Would to 
God that I had thought leſs for my own Safety, 
or that he had thought more of his! At laſt 
I prevailed with him without any reſiſtance, 
and he reſolved not to anſwer his Brother, 
who called him ſeveral times; and, who af- 
ter having made an unneceſſary ſearch through- 


out our little Ifle, ſceing that the Day began 


to decline, and Phebus court the caſtern 
Hemiſphere, he retired to the ſide of the great 
Foreſt, I muſt confeſs, Sir, that having ob- 
D 3 tained 
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tained the Effect of my Prayer, I repented to 
have done it, and the Fear that I had of not 
keeping my Word with that lovely Priſoner, 
cauſed me more Trouble and Anxiety, than 
the Fear of falling into the hands of Juſtice, 
I cannot tell you his Thoughts, but I diſco- 
vered by his Countenance, that he had an 
extream Joy, in having found a new Occa- 
ſion of ſhewing me his Love: and, becauſe 
we were ſome time without ſpeaking, for 
fear of being diſcover'd; I called to mind 
all that my Father had ſaid to me, and what 
J had learnt of the Country of my dear De- 
liverer, And ſeeing that I could eaſily de- 
ceive my Father, I judged alſo that I could 
perſuade him to take his Ranſom, as he had il 
before done of many other of his Priſoners; ü 
and ſtopping in that Thought, I took cou- | 
rage ; and, after having diſcovered to him 
my Reſolution of ſpeaking to my Father, and 
of endeavouring to procure his Liberty, I 
went out of the Cave, and looking on all 
ſides to ſee if I could not diſcover thoſe 
whom I had heard talk; I perceived my 
Father, who ſeeing me at the entry of our 
Cave, made a ſign for me to go to him, 
and as ſoon as I was come to him, he in- 
formed himſelf of all that he deſired to know, 
My Daughter, ſaid he, don't diſguiſe or hide 
any thing from me; remember how much it 
ſignifies, that I know the Veracity of. this 
Myſtery ; I don't doubt but you may pity a 
: Priſoner, 


SoLENUS and PERRIGONIA. 39 
Priſoner, to whom you have ſuch an Obli- 
gation; but I don't think you ought to ſaye 
a Man, who would be the Murtherer of your 
Father, and which would procure you an 

ignominious Death. Pardon me, ſaid 1, if 
I cannot ſuffer the Diſtruſt which you ſeem 
to have of your Daughter ; but think, rather, 
that ſhe would die a hundred times, ſooner 
than form any Thought which could in any 
wiſe give you reaſon to ſuſpe@ her Fidclity. 
I confeſs to you, that I have Sentiments of 
Acknowledgment, for the meritorious Action 
of your Priſoner, in ſaving my Life; bur I 
have ſtill more for the Favours which I am 
indebted to you for. I am certainly very much 
obliged to him that has ſaved my Life, but 
I am much more to him that gave it me: 
I would fave you at the hazard of his Life, 
but I would not ſave him at the peril of 
yours. So think, that in this Diſcourſe which 
I ſhall make you, I will not hide any thing 
from you, to make you depart from a De- 
ſign of ſo rigorous a Precaution, and to take 
that of a bold Confidence. After that Pro- 
teſtation, I rehearſed to him all that I knew 
concerning the Life and Birth of my amiable 
Bene factor; I made it appear, that there was 
no ſign that he was the Perſon he fear d; and 
he ſeeming to believe me, I purſued my Nar- 
rative in this Manner: At laſt, every thing 
ſeems to aſſure you, that you have nothing 
to fear, and ſince his Liberty can do you no 
D 4 hurt, 
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hurt, I beg it of you; and he offers you vaſt 
Treaſures not to refuſe him. I would not 
ſpeak to you in his behalf, until I was aſ- 
ſured, that what I asked, could be granted 
with Safety; but now L can venture to aſ- 
ſure you, by all that is to you conſiderable. 
In ending theſe Words, I obſerved his Coun- 
tenance, to ſee if I could attract from thence 
any favourable Sign of my Succeſs in my 
Enterprize; and ſeeing that he heard me at- 
tentively, I thought it well to exaggerate his 
Reaſon to ſave that charming Priſoner, and 
the reaſon that I had to deſire it; but as JI 
was going to procced, he interrupted me. 
Well, Daughter, ſaid he, I am induced to 
believe what you tell me, and grant you 
what you ask; if the Danger had been leſs, 
my Reſiſtance had been more inconſiderable; 
but I am ſure you will not blame me for 
uſing a Precaution that was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for our common Repoſe: now you will 
have the Pleaſure of returning a Benefit for 
one of the ſame Nature, you 11 ſave the Life 
of him who has ſaved yours; we muſt only 
find out a means to let his Parents know that 
he is retained Priſoner, and that it is neceſ- 
fary that they ſend the Price of his Ranſom 
into ſome Place where I may take it in ſafe- 
ty, in giving him his Liberty; but 'tis now 
time that he is free again, go you immedi» 
ately into the Cave, and tell him my Will. 
*Twas then, that I confeſs, Sir, I felt inex- 
*** preſſible 
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preſſible Pleaſures ; but ſtill more, when my 
Father having opened the Priſon-Door, I 
heard him confirm what I had faid to my 
dear Deliverer: and when I ſaw him careſs 
him tenderly, and that he made him go out 
with us to cat ſome Frait which he had taken 
in his Walks, I can't tell you how much 
reſtraint I had upon myſelf, to forbear ſhew- 
ing him my Joy and Satisfaction when I ſaw 
him come out, and with how much Caution 
I turned my Eyes from his, for fcar of being 
caught a looking at him, and how great was 
my Joy to cat ſome Fruit that he had cut; 
when, as he ſeem'd to take up ſomething 
from under the Table, he ſtroked my Hand 
with his. It will not be difficult for you to 
imagine it, if you have ever loved? It muſt 
ſuffice to tell you, that after Supper, my Fa- 
ther and my Lover agreed upon what he 
ſhould give for his Ranſom; ſo well, that 
we waited for the Day only to end that A- 
greement, when of a ſudden, we ſaw enter 
into our Cave, a gigantick Man, cover'd 
with Moſs and Sheeps Skins, carrying in his 
Hand a heavy Club, that one might eaſily 
have. taken him for Hercules Secundus. My 
Father immediately knew him to be Heiron, 


with whom he kept a ſtrict Friendſhip, by 


reaſon of the Unity and Conformity of their 
ſavage Inclinations and Lives. I remember'd 
that I had ſometimes ſeen him with my Fa- 
ther, but I was ſo employed in thinking on 

\ | my 
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my new Lover, that I did not immediately 
know him again; but as if his Sight was 
ominous, it cauſed me ſome allay to my then 
preſent Happineſs : I changed Colour at the 
ſight of him, and my Father riſing up haſtily, 
ran to embrace him; when, as he rold him 
in a ſharp Voice, which ſeemed to ſhew his 
Affinity to brutal Sentiments; we muſt loſe 
no time, Sinis, ſaid he, I only deſire to know 
if one may ſpeak in ſafety. At theſe Words 
my illuſtrious Conqueror aroſe, and retired i 
to his Priſon, thinking that he was the only i 
Obſtacle that hinder'd that Man from ſpeak- i 
ing with freedom: and, becauſe our Cave 
1 was large, and that a Separation was at one 
113 of the Ends; my Father told Sciron, he 
4! might then ſpeak what he pleaſed before me. 
Wl Know then, ſaid he, that this Kinſman of 
Hercules, who is to make war with us, is 
now in theſe Woods, and has already van- 
quiſhed the Valiant Periphetes, our dear 
Companion, to whom he has done ſtrange 
Indignities, to pleaſe the People of Epidau- 
rus, Who hated him, as we hate the Inhabi- 
rants of Megara, and the other neighbour- 
ing Cities of the Straits of Pelaponne ſus; tis 
for this reaſon that we muſt be perpetually 
upon our guard. I thought myſelf obliged 
to give you this Advice, in conſideration of 
our ancient Amity, you may. profit by it if 
you are wiſe, otherwiſe you will be liable 
to an extream Misfortune: in the mean time, 
I III 
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Il tell you, that I will accept of the Offer 
which you have formerly made me, of that 
beautiful Girl, ſaid he, turning himſelf to- 
wards me; if you are ſtill in the ſame Sen- 
timents: I will take her to-morrow, and by 
that means will ſo bind our Friendſhip, that 
it ſhall be inviolable, ſo long as we live, 
and which will infuſe a Terror into all our 
Enemies, 1 cannot, Sir, repreſent to you 
the Condition that Diſcourſe put me into, 
without feeling afreſh the Grief I then ſuf⸗- 
fer'd; but I will tell you, that ſcarce had that 
Barbarian finiſhed his Diſcourſe, but I aroſe, 
and fearing that my Father would perform 
his promiſe, and that I ſhould be reduced to 
the Neceſſity of contradicting him, I would 
prevent him, and hurried myſelf to anſwer 
Sciron, which I did, almoſt in theſe Words: 
My Father, ſaid I, is undoubtedly under great 
Obligations to you, for the Warning which 
you have given him, and you ought to think 
that he will endeavour ſome way of return- 
ing them ; bur, as for the Promiſe which he 
has made of giving me to you, I would not 
adviſe you to rely on it. I am reſolved to live 
and die with him, until my Company is 
troubleſome to him; I paſs my time very 
agreeably in this Cave; and when he ſhall 
tell me he had rather be alone, I know how 
to chuſe more aſſured ways than thoſe you 
offer me. Scarce had I finiſhed this Diſ- 
courſe, when, ſeeing them both ſurpriſed, 1 
| perceived 
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perceived that I had not done wiſely, by 
contradicting them with ſo much vehe- 
mence; but the exceeding. Averſion that J 
had for that Barbarian, and the Deſign that 
J had to give up myſelf entirely to my dear 
Deliverer, would not permit me to act more 
cautiouſly. As ſoon as L had finiſhed ſpeak- 
ing, my Father began to ſpeak, and tried to 
make me recall what I had ſaid; but S$ciron 
interrupted him, by ſaying, there was no 
neceſſity for his taking ſo much trouble, as 
if he had met with oppoſition in the pro- 
poſing that Marriage; and after having look- 
ed upon me in a diſdainful manner, he took 
my Father by the Hand, and led him to the 
Door. of our Cave, where they had a long 
Conference: but becauſe they ſpoke very 
ſoftly, although I had a great Curioſity to 
hear what they ſaid, and on what Subject 
they entertained each other, not doubting 
but I had ſome intereſt therein, it was im- 
poſſible for me to hear any thing. 


IN the mean time, I was thinking of the 
different Changes that I had ſeen in my For- 
tune, in two Days; and complaining of the 
little Aſſurance that I had of my Happineſs, 
I comforted myſelf at the ſame time, by 
thinking that my bad Fortune had had alſo 
its Viciſſitudes: but as my firſt hope had gi- 


ven place to my fear, ſo that had alſo in 


its turn accceded to my Hope; till at laſt, I 
had 
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had as much reaſon to hope as fear. As I was 
buſied in theſe Thoughts, and in an ardent 


Deſire to approach my Deliverer, to diſcover 


them to him, and to rejoice with him on a 
Victory which I thought to have gained over 
that Barbarian, Sciron ; my Father returned, 
and after having thanked me for the Deſire 
I had of paſling my Life with him, he gave 
me again freſh aſſurances of the Liberty of 
his Captive: and having commanded me to 
retire, he rolled the Stone which ſhut the 
Door of our Cave, near to the Entry there- 
of, and ſlept upon a Turf- bed, which ſerved 
us oftentimes for a Table. As ſoon as I 
thought him aſleep, I was very much tempted 
to go to my Lover, to tell him what my 
Father had promiſed me; but a certain Se- 
cret, whereof I was ignorant, reſtrained me : 
beſides, I thought my Father might feign 
himſelf aſleep, to ſurpriſe me, and diſcover 
our Intelligence, which I thought he diſtruſted. 
But not being willing to hazard a Deſign, 
the moſt important of my Life, I reſolved 
to wait the return of Day, which my in- 
quictude made me think was longer a co- 
ming than ordinary; but, which, in effect, 
ſeem'd almoſt at hand, by reaſon we had 
ſlept a great while, and becauſe the Nights 
were then very ſhort. My Father, whoſe 
Cuſtom it was to riſe by Day-break, did not 
fail to open the Cave, and calling, told me 
that the Sun already was riſen from the Breaſt 
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of Thetis, and diſplay'd his radiant ' Beam: 
throughout the Eaſt : that as it was ſo fine 
a Day, he ſhould be pleaſed to walk with 
me by the River ſide, during the Cool of 
the Morning. That extraordinary Favour | 
gave me ſome ſuſpicion of Fear, and as one 
never fails in that Condition to repreſent to 
oneſelf the greateſt Misfortunes which one | 
apprehends, I thought he would compel] me 
to conſent to eſpouſe Sciron: but I was pre- | 
ſently diverted from that Thought, by his 
relling me immediately, that if I thought his | 
Captive would not endeavour to fave him- | 
ſelf, he ſhould not be againſt his going with 
us, and that we would altogether reſolve 
upon his Ranſom. That laſt Propoſition 
diſſipated my firſt Fear, and I aſſured my Fa- 
ther the beſt I could of the Fidelity of his 
Priſoner, and told him, that he paſſionately 
deſired to fatisfy him before he parted from | 
him. He immediately believed me, and: that 
great and extraordinary Confidence made me 
the more ſuſpect him: but not imagining 
what I could have to fear, I accuſed my Love 
for all theſe Diſtruſts ; for, ſaid I, if he had 
a mind to talk to me in the behalf of Sczron, 
he would not ſeek a Witneſs: and if he had 
not a deſign to give his Prifoner his Free- 
dom, he would not treat him with ſo much 
Sweetneſs. At laſt, we went all together out 
of our Cave, and I can't tell for what reaſon, 
but my Eyes were covered with Tears at the 
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ſight of that adorable Perſon, whom I had ſo 
much deſired to ſee. As ſoon as we were got 
out, my Father began to talk to him in this 
manner; I very well know, ſaid he, that 
almoſt all Men of the preſent Age, and prin- 
cipally the Greeks, find a great deal of fault 
with my way of living, that they have in- 
troduced Laws to excuſe Idleneſs, and to ob- 
ſcure the Glory of Valour; but I glory in 
having all the World my Enemies, and not 
fearing the whole Earth. Men ought to live 
according to the Laws of Nature; by theſe 
Laws, the ſtrongeſt would be Maſters of the 
others; all the Ordinances which overthrow 
that natural Order, are preſumptuous; Chil- 
dren ſeldom change the Conſtitution of their 
Mothers. From whence do you think that Er- 
ror did proceed? in not endeayouring to wrong 
each other, even when Profit was to be the 
conſequence. TheWeakneſs of Men has with- 
out doubt cauſed em to apply to Trade; the 
Love which we have for ourſelves, is ſo vio- 
lent, that there is nothing can divert it from 
the ſeeking of thoſe things which we deſire, 
except the meeting of thoſe which it flies: 
thus, nothing hinders us from the wronging 
another, but the fear of injuring ourſelves; 
and if we had not that fear, we ſhould not 
have that reſtraint. Thus we ſee, as ſoon as 
a brave General begins a Deſign to conquer, 
he aboliſhes all thoſe Laws that obſtruct or 
hinder his Deſign. Juſtice, although armed 

with 
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with her ſharp Sword, durſt not appear in 
Battle, or at leaſt, ſhe is conſtrained to mask 
herſelf as one would have her, and to let 
her Right acceed to the Intereſts of him that 
maſters her. Conquerors are ſubject to her 
Commands, tis not that they are good of 
themſelves, but 'tis, that the breaking her 
Rules are dangerous: Arms were given to 
that Goddeſs, with a deſign to give Terror, 
but thoſe that cannot fear, are exempt from 
her Juriſdiction ; and her Power, as I have 
already ſaid, extends no farther than to 
Cowards. Is there any Law without Inte- 
reſt? The only Advantage that the Men have 
over the Women, is their Strength, which 
being much ſuperiour to theirs, ſeems to be 
a remainder of that Natural Law, or a plain 
mark of the Force of Intereſt? Power is a 
thing which Kings have reſerved to them- 
ſelves over their Subjects, the Great Man 
over the Poor, the Fathers over their Chil- 
dren, Maſters over their Slaves; are not theſe 
Exceptions, which make that Law to be al- 
ways unequal, and that it is often governed 
and ſubdued by the ſtrongeſt; but what is 
Man, who does not know how to makea 
Right of his Will? Who would give away 
his Eſtate, when the Judges order him, with- 
out a deſire of keeping it; without think- 
ing, that-if he had Power, he would require 
Juſtice? I diſcourſe to you in this manner, 
| laid he, for to undeceive you in a general 

| | Belief, 
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Belief, and to juſtify the eternal War which 
I make with Man. I don't regret my being 
accuſed by idle People; but I ſhould be ſor- 

that thoſe. Villains, whoſe number I tell 
you, ſhould have diſadvantageous Thoughts 
of my Life. I ſhould. be guilty of a great deal 
of 11]-manners, in contradicting the Diſcourſe 


and the Belief of a Perſon, in whom I ought 


to eſteem all Things, replied my dear Deli- 
verer: but it is very difficult for me to agree 
with him, that Humanity and Courteſy are 
Signs of want of Courage, after having ſeen 
the Great Hercules careſs the afflicted with 
the ſame Hands that had over-thrown Mon- 
ſters ; and after having many times heard ſay, 
that Generoſity ſeldom abandoned the great- 
eſt Heroes. Hercules, replied my Father 
immediately, had a particular End, and his 
Example cannot be conſiderable. Their Diſ- 
courſe was on this Subject, when we arriv d 
at the top of a great Rock, againſt the foot of 
which the angry Waves daſh 'd with impetuous 
force themſelves in pieces, and by their meet- 
ing form'd a kind of Noiſe, which might 


| agreeably entertain the Thoughts of an afflict- 


ed Soul. Twas upon the fide of this Pro- 
montory, that my Father ſtop'd to conſider 
the Tranquillity of the Sea, to ſhew us th 
moſt remarkable Places of all Greece : —— 
as it was very high, we diſcover'd much 
more than our Sight could perfealy diſcern, 
But my Father, who was well acquainted 
with 
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with the Country, gave us an Account of 
all which we diſcover'd. That Mountain, faid 
he, which you ſee Weſtward, and which be- 
gins near the City of Creuſus, continues 
even to Euripus, being only ſeparated by the 
River Aſopus, and the Mount Citheron, which 
joins the Mount Atticus and the Mount 
Parnes on the ſide of the Levant ; at the bot- 
tom whereof, and of the South fide appears the 
Mountain Buloſſus, from which the River 
Eridan takes its Spring, which a little low- 
cr ſeparates the Hill Himetus from the Moun- 
tain Pontelicus. That Point which you ſee at 
the bottom of the Hill Himetus, is the Moun- 
tain which riſes in the middle of the City of 
Athens; that other Mountain which you ſec 
appears on the North fide, and which, begin- 
ning at the Port of Thisbe, continues almoſt 
to Cheroneus, is the Mountain Helicon, ſo fa- 
mous throughout all Greece, where are the 
Hippocranian and Aganippian Springs, which 
make the Rivers Parnaſſus and Olmius, 
which after having run through Bæotia join 
themſelves near the Copian Lake, wherein 
they are loſt. Thoſe other Mountains which 
border on the Sea on the North ſide, be- 
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tween the Port of Alicus, and the City of | 


Anticyrus, are the Marraton Mountains. 
That great Hill which we ſee near the Moun- 
tain Helicon, and on the Eaſt ſide of Phoct- 
des, is the Hill Parnaſſus, famous for hav- 
ing been thought the Reſidence of the 

Muſes. 
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Muſes. Upon that high Mountain which is 
near that of Parnaſſus, one may ſee Del. 

os, where is that Temple ſo renowned 
for the Oracles which Apollo gave to all 
thoſe that conſulted him. But come a little 
nearer to the Sea-fide, and you'll ſee at the 
other ſide of the rait, that high Mountain 
upon which is ſituated the City of Hicyone, 
and that other Hill, where one diſcovers that 
of Ergirus. At theſe Words, my dear Lover 
turned himſelf to the other ſide of the Szrazts; 
but ſcarce had he made the firſt ſtep, but 
my Father thinking that it was time for him 
to execute his Deſign, puſh'd him with all 
his Strength towards the Precipice, and tum- 
bled him from the top of that Promontory 
into the bottom of the Sea, which in that 
place was full of Rocks, whoſe Points ap- 
pear'd above the Water. Then he immediate- 
ly turn'd himſelf towards me, and ſeeing me 
in an extream Agony, and upon the point of 
following that unhappy Man, he cry'd our, 
extending his Hands, Stay, miſerable Wo- 
man! and learn the Subje& of his Death. 
But I was not in a condition to hear him, 
yet he purſued his diſcourſe; and ſaid, that 
Scrron had aſſured him of his being loſt if 
he had done otherwiſe, and that at leaſt I 
ought to reſolve to ſuffer the loſs of a Stran- 
ger, whoſe death had ſaved the Life of my 
Father. My Weakneſs, more than his Com- 


forts, hinderd my Deſpair ; it was impoſſi- 
E 2 . 
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ble for me to advance one ſtep towards the 
Precipice, and he thought with himſelf, that 
holding me a little diſtance from the ſide of 
the Promontory, if I fell, it ſhould be 
on the Ground, and not in the Sea. So that 
my cruel Father had time to hinder me from 
executing my Reſolution, before my Strength 
would permit me to effect it; when, as I 
ſeemed to have loſt all hopes of Life, he re- 
ſolved to carry me to ſome Fountain, where 
he might throw Water in my Face, and 


recover me from my Swoon. This De- 


ſign was accordingly executed, and the Care 
of that Barbarian reſtored me to that Life 
which his Cruelty had almoſt deprivd me 
of. But ſcarce had I recover'd the uſe of my 
Voice, than I called for my dear Deliverer, 
with ſo many Tears, and in ſo moving a man- 
ner, that I queſtion whether that cruel 
Man was not induced to pity me. At laſt, 
Daughter, ſaid he, think no more of him, 
forget all Thoughts of him, and of his Loſs, 
and rejoice in my Preſervation: we could 
not both live, and if you have not renounced 
the Sentiments of Nature, you would not 
heſitate in the Choice of one of our Lives. But 
why, Father, ſaid I, did you make me hope 
for his Liberty? Why did you not diſcover 
to me your Deſign ? I ought to have done 
it thus, ſaid he, and by the Commandment 
of the Oracle, which aſſured me, that you 


would loye my Enemy, and' by the Advice 


- — * 
r 


SoLENUS'\and PERRIGONIA, 53 


of Sciron, who ſeeing you deſpiſed his Love 
and my Promiſe with ſo much frankneſs, did 
not fail to judge that you had ſome Inclina- 
tion for my Priſoner: but now the Thing is 
accompliſh'd, and you ought to reſolve to re- 
concile your ſelf to his Loſs; you have ſa- 
tified the Obligations which you owed him, 
by your Endeavours to ſave him, and having 
ſpared none to effect that, now try to ac- 
quit your ſelf with me. Yes, yes, laid I to 
him, interrupting him, I will acquit my ſelf 
of the Obligation I owe you, in rendring 
you the Blood which you gave me; for now 
don't think that 1 will ſurvive this Misfor- 
tune, and remember that you have killed 
the moſt innocent of ail Mcn, whoſe death 
the Gods will revenge: I am very well af- 
ſured that 1 can defend my (ſelf from the 
reproach of having contributed thereto ; but 
Heaven, which ſecs that I have not ſinned, 
but throngh Misfortune and Imprudence, 
will moderate the Puniſhment and Remorſe 
of my Crime : for at laſt, if I had not ob- 
liged him to defend me againſt the Lions, 
which purſued us, and if when you met him 
he had not ſpared you but only in reſpe& 
to me, you had never triumph'd. If when 
he was in your Priſon, I had not obliged 
him by my Intreaties from anſwering to his 
Brother, and his People, who ſought him, 
and to wait his Liberty from your Generoſity, 
nothing could have hinder'd him from go- 

. ing 
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ing out of your Cave, and with their aſſiſ- 
tance take me Priſoner, and perhaps you too. 
No, no, you could never have overcome 
him without me; twas I conducted the in- 
nocent Victim to the Altar, you have done 
nothing but given the fatal Stroke. Judge 
by that, the falſe Interpretation of your Ora- 
cle. But why do you delay punifhing my 
Temerity? Don't you think that Death would 
be a pleaſure to me, and cannot you reſolve 
to do one obliging Action? Ah! how little 
did I know you, when I deſired the Safety 
of that Stranger! you would fooner have 
granted me my Deſire, had it been for his 
Ruin. Alas! how caſily is Innocence de- 
ceived ! how eaſily does Cruelty confent to 
Wickedneſs! how little trouble had I to re- 
tain him in yourPriſon ? and how little had you 
to conduct him to this Precipice ? Oh! if his 
Deſign was to attempt your Life, he had not 
ſo freely ſubmitted his own to you : thoſe 
who think of Freaſons, generally fear them, 
and one ſeldom ſees a great Confidence in 
thoſe one ought to diſtruſt. Sciron, you 
ſay, thought your Deſign reaſonable, and ad- 
viſed you to execute it; could you have ex- 
pected a better Advice from fo barbarous a 
Counſellor? Ah! 'twas not without rea- 
ſon that his Preſence caufed in me ſome 
Apprchcnfions of Fear, ſince he was in 
ſome meaſure the cauſe of my Misfortune ! 


'Twas not without reaſon that I diftruſted 
| your 
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your Sweetneſs, and that I fear d your Ca- 
reſſes, which preſaged a dire Omen to my 
Repoſe : 'twas not without reaſon nei- 
ther, that my Eyes o'crflowed with Tears, 
when I ſaw that deplorable unhappy Captive 
go away, ſince I was doomed to loſe 
him; and it will not be without reaſon that 
I ſhould cry all my Life-time, ſince ha- 
ving loſt him, I have loſt all my Joy and 
Repoſe. - Oh! could I wiſh to ſce one 
day that infamous Sciron in a Puniſhment 
deſerving his Crimes and my juſt Reſent- 
ment, how tireſome ſoever my Life ſhould 


be, Id endeavour to prolong it as much as 


poſſible, to ſee the time of his Puniſhment 
and my Vengeance. Don't think that I wiſh 
you the ſame Fate, tho' you are his Accom- 
plice in the ſame Crime, I have not depriv'd 
my ſelf of the Sentiments of a Daughter, tho 
you have of thoſe of a Father; I naturally 
apprehend the Juſtice which you condemn, 
and the Laws which the Grecians have eſta- 
bliſhed in their Civil Societies. 


1 WOULD have proceeded in this 


Diſcourſe, not being able to forbear complain- 


ing, and thinking in ſome meaſure to re- 
venge my ſelf on my Father, in repreſenting 
to him the Horror of his Crime, and the 
extremity of my Grief: But after having heard 
me with the greateſt impatience, he at laſt 
interrupted me with a great deal of haſte and 

4 diſorder, 
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If diſorder, ſo that he had much ado to ſpeak. 
iff Well, well, ſaid he, you ſhall have the plea- 
4 ſure to ſee me obſerve thoſe Laws, which 
IN you approve; and becauſe they give me an 
i abſolute Power over you, I command you, 
9 not only to forgive Sciron, but alſo to 
Ji eſpouſe him. And without hearing me any 
1 more, he dragged me into our Cave, and 
1 ſhut me up in the Priſon which before had 
| ſerved my dcar Unfortunate, and tald me, 
1 that I muſt diſpoſe myſelf to receive him 
| whom he had ordain'd for my Husband. Muſt I, 
faid I, receive that Traitor? You muſt, replied 
he immediately: his Alliance is advantageous 
to me, and I don't matter whether you are 
pleaſed or no, provided I 2m ; I am a going 
for him, he waits for me at a little diſtance 
from hence ; receive him as he deſeryes, and 
do not oppoſe the Will of your Father, 
ſince you cannot do it without contradicting 
that Juſtice whercof that Grecian has told 
you, and which you have ſeem'd fo ardently 
to eſteem. Ending theſe Words, he left me, 
without hearing the Anſwer, which I intend- 
ed to give dum: in all the Subjects of Af. 
fliction, which a Soul is capable of fee- 
ling, no Cruelty ſure could equal mine! 
I lamented: the loſs of a Perſon who was 
dear to me, and I was afraid of ſeeing my 
ſelf reduced to fall into the power of ano- 
ther, for whom I had the greateſt Averſion, 
and whom 1 Iooked'upon to be the Cauſe 
| | of 
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of the Death of my Lover. My Father, 
whoſe Comforts ought, at leaſt in appear- 
ance, to abate my Grief, was in effect the 
Cauſe of my Mourning, and deſired to be 
that of my Deſpair : at leaſt, I had Subject 
for Complaint and Apprehenſion; and al- 
tho' I labour'd under an extream Misfortune, 
I feared the new Puniſhments which they con- 
tinually prepared for me, ſeeing nothing that 
could yield me the leaſt Succour, not even 
Death itſelf, that cruel Refuge of the moſt 
Miſerable. As I was in theſe melancholly 
Thoughts, I caſt my Eyes on that Turf of 
Graſs where I had ſeen the day before him 
that I then lamented. Alas! how much 
did the Thoughts of what I ſaw there, and 
of what I had ſeen, augment. my Grief? 
How much does the remembrance of paſt 
Misfortunes augment the Sentiments of our 
preſent Troubles? How often did I eſſay to 
repreſent them in all their various Forms in 
which I had ſeen them, to draw. from thence 
ſome new Cauſe to afflict me? How often 
did I endeayour to deceive my ſelf, and to 
make my ſelf believe that the Truth of his 
loſs was nothing but a Dream ; at leaſt, that 
it was impoſſible but that the Sea had ſpared 
him, and that ſome day I ſhould ſee him 
return, to draw me out of the unjuſt Pow- 
er of thoſe Barbarians, to whom I was a 


Prey ? In that Thought I turned myſelf to- 


wards the Door, thinking I had heard a noiſe, 
and 
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and whether it was my Imagination, that 
was prepoſſeſſed with that Object, or whether 
his Ghoſt really appear'd to me in my Priſon, 
I thought I had ſeen him very near me, not 
in that agreeable Condition which made me 
love him, but rather in that pitiful wet Condi- 
tion after his Fall, which cauſed my Grief. Is 
it you, ſaid I, advancing a ſtep, dear Shadow 
Are you come to comfort a Perſon, which 


your Misfortune renders inconſolable? But 


I had no ſooner done ſpeaking, but it va- 
niſhed ; perhaps that Image only repreſented 
it ſelf in my Mind as I turned about, or per- 
haps was really a Phantom, but could 
nat ſuffer the Daughter of his Murtherer to 
approach it; at laſt, I loſt ſight of it, and 
whatever efforts I uſed to recall it, were 
in vain. I was very buſy in that ſad re- 
ſearch, when I heard my Priſon-Door open, 
and when I ſaw enter the frightful Enemy, 


who my Father had ordained me for a Spouſe: 


What, Perrigonta, ſaid he to me, when he 
enter d, do you cry, when your Father 
triumphs over his Enemies? And do you 


receive Scrron ſo indifferently, for fear of 


whom all Greece trembles? But who, faid 
J, gave you liberty to cenſure my Tears ? 
And what rcafon have you to complain of 
your Reception With a Perſon that does not 
know you, and. who. will not know you? 
He who can diſpoſe of you, replied he, has 
given me this right to defend you bags 
1 2 waat 
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what I will not, and to diſpoſe of you juſt 
as IL pleaſe : but I am not ſo barbarous as to 
exert my Power in this Affair, before I have 
endeavour d to gain you by Perſuaſion; tis 
that which made me beg of your Father to 
let me entertain you alone. Conſider then 
who J am, and who you are; remember my 
Exploits and my Fame, and the | Service 
which I have done your Father; and know 
you that this Sciron, who now ſubmits him- 
ſelf to you, never before ſubmitted to any 
Mortal. Scarce had he finiſhed his Diſcourſe, 
but I haftned to anſwer him, but not with- 
out a great deal of trouble, to moderate the 
Rigour of theſe things which 1 had to tell 
him. It is true, faid I to him, that I ought 
to be obliged to you, becauſe you obferve 
ſome Moderation in this Meeting, becauſe I 
believe that this Virtue is not very [uſual 
with you; but durſt you preſume to bid 
me conſider who you are, and who am J, 
what Advantage do you think to get by that 
Conſideration ? Are not you that common 
Enemy to good Manners, that cruel, bar- 
barous, impious Hirn, that all the World 
hates and abhors! that all the World pur- 
ſues, and who can find no place to obſcure 
yourſelf from their juſt Reſentment, but in 
Solitude and Darkneſs > And am not I that 
Perrigonta, who knows all theſe. things, 
and who hates you as you merit, -and as 
the ought > You tell me, that I muſt re- 

member 
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member your Exploits, are not they the 
Murthers you have committed againſt all 
human and divine Right? Are not they 
the Robberies you have committed, which 
you would have me call to mind, to induce 
me to love you? And don't you remember 
that *tis by theſe Actions you have acquired 
(inſtead of Fame) the Hatred of Heaven 
and Earth? You would, moreover, have me 
remember your Fame; but don't you know 
that you are famous in nothing but Wic- 
kedneſs, and that no-body mentions you 
throughout the World but loads you with 
Curſes, wiſhing you a great and immediate 
Ruin? Durſt you ſtill put me in mind of 
the wicked Counſel which you have given 
Sinis? Would you have me eſteem the 
moſt tormenting and ſenſible Grief that you 
could cauſe me, as a Favour? You have 
been the death of an innocent Perſon ; 
and, as if that Action was extraordinary to 
you, and it had been very difficult to do 
it, you 'would have me own it as an Ob- 
ligation. If any other leſs barbarous than 
you had ask d me the ſame Queſtion, per- 
haps, I might have reſolved to ſatisfy him, 
by thinking he might have had ſome Re- 
pugnance to reſolve to ſacrifice the Life 
of an Innocent to the Surety of one that 
was blameable : but Sciron has been a great 
while exempt from that Weakneſs, and he 
never uſes any Conſtraint, unleſs it is to 
| : | par- 
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pardon ; and tis for thoſe great Exploits that 
he has a Right to pretend to Rewards. To 
conclude your Speech, you exalt your Sub- 
miſſion; and by that means would have me 
belicve you to be in a profound Humility, 
at the ſame time that you threaten me with 
all the Rigour imaginable. Ah! if you treat 
me thus in your Complaiſance, what Treat- 
ment can I expect in your Rage? In ſhort, 
I deſpiſe you, I know myſelf, I abhor all 
your Actions, I deteſt your Renown, I com- 
plain of the Service you ſay you have ren- 
der'd my Father, and I have nothing to do 
either with your Submiſſion or your Impu- 
dence; go out of my ſight, or you will 
oblige me to daſh out my Brains againſt this 
Rock ; and, if you would pleaſe me, be you 
no longer that barbarous Sciron, nor I no 
more the unhappy Perrigonza : renounce all 
that you have done throughout the whole 
Courſe of your Life; let that Fame ceaſe 
which publiſhes your Cruelty ; render me the 
Life of him whoſe Death you was the Cauſe 
of, and ſhew me your Submiſſion, by obeying 
my Commands in never ſeeing me more. 


HOW, anſwer'd that Barbarian, dare 
you talk in this manner to him whom 
your Father has commanded you to obey ? 
How, reply'd I, interrupting him, durſt you 
ſpeak thus to a Perſon whom you would 
honour ? But, at laſt, reply'd he, one 

may 
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may force you to that which one'defires' of 
you, and conquer the Reſiſtance which you 
make againſt the Will of a Perſon, who 
ſhould be Maſter of yours. You may ſuf. Þ 
pet my little Conduct, but you ought w i 
do that by Perſuaſion, which you will 
otherwiſe be obliged to do by Force; and 
do not gain the Hatred of a Perſon when 
you may gain his Affections. They oblige | 
me! ſaid I; ah! loſe all Hopes; whoſoever 
has triumphed over the Fear of Death, can | 
feel no Force therein, and I find myſelf in 
ſuch a Condition, that I do not only not 
apprehend Death, but would alſo ſuffer it | 
with plcaſure to be rid of the leaſt of your 
Importunities. You may hinder me of all | 
that might arm my Deſpair, but you cannot 
deprive me of that Reſolution which never | 
fails of comforting the Unfortunate : Beſides, 
there's no Appearance that Perſons who : 
delight in Blood and Murther, and who | 
take pleaſure in killing thoſe Strangers who | 
have never offended, and who ask 'their 
Lives with Submiſſion, would take any [| 
trouble to hinder the Death of a Perſon 
who glories in offending them, and who | 
wiſhes nothing ſo ardently and with ſo Þ 
much vehemence, as to ſec impending over | 
them the Vengeance of Heaven and Earth. Þ 
Thus your Cruelty, which frightens all the 
reſt of the World, inſtead of having the 


ſame Effect on Perrigonia, makes her more 
reſo- 
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reſolute and bold. If you would have her 
fear, threaten her no more; or, if you 
would not be the Murtherer of the Daugh- 
ter of inis, forbear to be her Lover, I 


conjure you, by the Crimes of her Father; 


the Remembrance of which is undoubtedly 


more conſiderable to you than his Friend- 
A ſhip. 


THUS ended I ſpeaking, and Seiron 


prepared to anſwer me, when my Father 
came in to us; and judging by the Sound 
of my Voice, and the Change in my Face, 
that I was not pleaſed with that barba- 
& rous Viſitor, he begg'd Sciron to retire, and 
leave him alone with me, which he did im- 
WF mediately. As ſoon as I ſaw myſelt alone 


with my Father I would have began my 


Complaints, and have begg'd of him nor 
to oblige me to live with a Man for whom 


I had the greateſt Averſion, but he would 


never hear me; and taking me by the 


Hand, he led me out of the Cave, and with 
an extreme Rigour conducted me to the 
Place which was ſo fatal to my dear Lover, 


As ſoon as we were come to the Sea-ſide, 


he told me in a harſh manner, and which 
ſhew'd the Exceſs of his Rage, that he pity'd 
my Grief which I ſhew'd after the Loſs of 
his Priſoner ; but that now he ſhould be 
glad to join us again, and free me from 
the Importunities of Sciron, and from the 

| Ven- 
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Vengeance of the Gods and Men. Shall I 
tell you my Weakneſs? After having en- 
deavoured to accompany. that unhappy 
Lover in his Fall, after having paſſionately 
deſired Death, even after having propoſed it to 
myſelf as a fire Remedy for all my Troubles; 
the Sight of that Precipice frightned me, 
and I was ready to deſire my Father to ſuf. 
pend the Execution of ſo barbarous and 
inhuman a Deſign; but, conſidering the 
Conditions upon which I muſt accept of 
Life, I condemn'd that weak Sentiment, 
and not being willing to die without leay- 
ing him an eternal Remorſe, I ſpoke to 
him in the following manner: I do not 
refuſe the Death which my Father gives me, 


becauſe tis an Effect of his Will; I could 
have been willing to have livd longer 
with him; but ſince my Preſence is grown 
tireſome, I ſhall now die with pleaſure. 1 


am ſorry only that he thinks to puniſh | 
me by Death; and, inſtead of procuring 
himſelf any Repoſe by that Vengeance, he'll 
draw upon his head the juſt Anger of the 
Gods as well as Men; nevertheleſs, if my 
Prayers are heard, he will never repent his | 
having epitomiz'd the Days of Perrigonia. 
But, Wretch, reply'd he, will you not pre- 
fer Obedience to Death, and conſider that | 
that Way is always left for the Unfortu- : 
nate; and if Sciron uſes you ill, you ſhall I 
always be at liberty to ſave yourſelf 17 

that 
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that means? No, no, ſaid I, I muſt die, I 
have already ſuffer d the moſt agonizing 
Pains of death, ſo that I will never ſee 
that Barbarian more. But I am reſolved, 
ſaid he; and drawing a Ponyard from his 
ſide, he fix'd it to' my Throat, thinking 
the thought of that Puniſhment would 
have frightned me more than the real exe- 
cution of ſo horrid and deteſtable a Crime; 
or with a deſign to ſee the Blood of an 
Object which was then odious to him. In 
ſhort, the haſte he ſeemed to have in that 
new Threatening frightned me in ſuch a 
manner, that I dropp'd at his fect; and 
whether he would have killed me in rea- 
lity, or obliged me to accept of his Friend, 
he raiſed the Ponyard which he had already 
WJ preſented to me, and ſeemed as if he was 
going to ſtrike it into my Breaſt ; but my 
Hands, without any order of my Will, 
hinder'd the ſtroke. I had then certainly 
been murther'd, had not the miraculous. 
aſſiſtance of Heaven prevented it, and de- 
liver'd me from a Danger, which I thought 
inevitable. My Father had already wreſted 
the Ponyard out of my Hand, and was juſt 
going to ſtrike it into my Heart, when the 
Voice of a Man, which he heard afar off, 
reachd his cars: Stay,Wretch, ſaid he, for- 
1- BY bear to execute ſo barbarous a Reſolution; 
Il BY you are loaded with too many Crimes al- 
ready to ſuſpend any longer the juſt Cha- 

1 tiſe- 
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tiſement which is prepared for you. At 
that tumultuous and threatening Voice he 
aroſe, and turning himſelf towards the 
Wood, he ſaw coming directly towards him 
a young Man who threatned him with his 
heavy Club. At that fight, my Father re- 
mained ſome time immoveable, not know- 
ing whether he had beſt wait for him : but, 
at laſt, he reſolv'd on't ; and ſeeing that his 
Enemy approach'd him, he took his Dart, 
and threw it at him with an incredible 
force, ſo that, if the Stranger had not, by his 
Agility du Corps, leap'd of one ſide, he 
had certainly received it in the middle of his 
Body, and had been without doubt van- 
quiſh'd before he had fought. My Father 
ſecing his firſt effort in vain, had recourſe | 
to his Sword, and advancing towards his An- 
tagoniſt, tried to frighten him by an-extraor- 
dinary Aſſurance; but he ſoon perceived his 
Miſtake, and that he had not kill'd him whom 
he ought ro conquer: for that young Man, 
without fearing the efforts of my Father, 
which were really very great, joined him of- 
ten, and gave him many Blows, till at laſt 
he fell down at his feet. In the mean time, 
I endeavour'd to riſe, and whatever Com- 
plaints I had againſt my Father, I then try'd Þ 
to ſuccour him ; one while oppoling with all Þ 
my Power that of his Enemy, another while | 
intreating him to ſave him: but that Reſolu- 
tion was in vain, for my Father thinking he 
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could not eſcape death, which he had ſo of- 
ten deſerv'd by his Crimes, and could not 
aſſure himſelf on the Word of his Conqueror, 
who promiſed him his Life, upon condition 
that he ſhouid ceaſe to afflict me, and yield 
himſelf up to him, after having tried incres 
dible efforts to vanquiſh his Enemy, advanc'd 
towards the edge of the Precipice ; and look- 
ing upon me with an Eye where Rage and 
Death diſcover'd every thing that's frightful, 
he told me, that I was revenged, bur that 
Sciron would revenge him; and immediately 
caſt himſelf from the Rock into the Sea. 


1 


THIS laſt Mark of the Hatred which he 
retain d for me with ſo much Injuſtice and 
Cruelty to the moment of his death, extin- 
guiſh'd all the Love which Blood made me 
have for him; and I confeſs that I felt ſome 
Conſolation in his loſs, when I remembred 
the death of my dear Deliverer, and the 
Violence with which he had always oppreſs'd 
me. Yes, Sir, I confeſs that the remem- 
brance of his Cruelty comforted me in my 
Grief; and that ſince the death of my Lover 
I could not forbear entertaining thoughts of 
Vengeance, which inceſſantly alarm'd my 
Mind againſt my Father 3 and it was that 
made me fear you had been acquainted with 
the Succeſs of my Adventures, when you 
ſpake to me of the Sweetneſs of a legiti- 


mate Vengeance. 
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SCARCE had my Father executed the 
reſolution of his Deſpair, when his illuſtri- 
ous Viſitor ran to me, and ſeeing me wounded 
in the Hand, deſir'd I would not be offended 
at the Succour which he had given me, and 
at the Service he defir'd to render me; then 
he immediately ſought about for an Herb, 
whoſe Vertue he was acquainted with, and 
having gather'd it, he ſqueez d it between his 
Hands, and applicd it to my Wound. The 
Diſorder which I was in, caus'd by the Fear 
of death, the meeting with ſo unlook'd-for a 
ſuccour, and the Grief for my Father, would 
not permit me to think of what I did, nor to 


take a new Reſolution on what I had to do; 


ſo that I hearkned to this Stranger, and ſuf- 
fer'd, without any Precaution of Civility, the 

Effects of his. The ſame Diſorder, joined to 
I know not what Shame, hinder'd me a long Þ 
while from withdrawing my Eyes from the 
Earth, to which J had, in the Diſorder of my 


Thoughts, ſo firmly attach'd them : but at | | 
laſt, fearing too long a Silence, and that too 


great a Coldneſs and Indifference would be 1 
Marks of my Ingratitude, after recovering 
my Surpriſe, I reſolved to vanquiſh them | 
both. 


SCARCE did I behold the Face of my 
ſecond Deliverer, but I thought I had ſeen 
the firſt; and if, on a ſudden, the Remem- 
brance of his death had not abated that agrec- 
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able Imagination, I could not, have reſtrain'd 
myſelf from confeſſing the Comfort which 
I had in that new Surpriſe; yet was I ſome 
time without ſpeaking, which gave that in- 
vincible Greek an Occaſion to ſpeak to me in 
a very agreeable manner : and which con- 
firmed me in the afore-mentioned Thought, 
which I had of his being my firſt Lover. 
Drive all Trouble from your Soul, beauteous 
Nymph, ſaid he; tis time to ceaſe to fear 
your Enemy, and to begin to know your 
Deliverer ; the barbarous Jznzs has no more 
Power to hurt you, and I ſhould be proud 
of the Honour of ſerving you : Apprehend 
nothing from the former, and hope all from 
the latter; and rid me of the Pain I am in, 
by telling me how you came to be at the 
| Mercy of that Barbarian ? 
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I don't know whether my firſt Diſpoſition 
to believe that this new Dcliverer was my 
Lover, made me really think his Diſcourſe 
and Actions more evidently affirm'd it, or 
whether it was my never having converſed 
with other ſociable Men; I thought only of 
the Reſemblance there was in the Courteſy 
and Humanity of thoſe two Men, and how 
great a Similitude there was in their Minds 
and Bodies, as I have fincc'known there was 
a Poſſibility : ſo many things there were that 
confirm'd my belief, which made me uneaſy 
to explain my Thoughts, that I anſwer'd in 
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this manner; I will baniſh all my Fear, ſaid 
I, Sir, and tell you the Cauſe of the cruel 
Reſolution of Sinis: but, as a Favour, tell 
me firſt, by what Miracle you have eſcaped 
that death which was deſign'd you? The 
Gods, ſaid he, who protect the Innocent, 
have preſerv'd me from his Outrages, purely 
to ſuccour you, and free Greece from the 
cruel Servitude of that Monſter. But, re- 
ply'd I, did you not ſuſpect me of Treaſon, 
ſeeing I did not endeavour to ſave you? No, 
anſwerd he, and in the perfect Confidence 
which I had of the Succours of Heaven, and 
of the Juſtice of my Arms, I expected no 
Aſſiſtance from the Earth; till then, con- 
tinu'd the lovely Stranger, I had no Sub- 
ject to deceive me. I anſwer'd him then 
haſtily, Heaven is my Witneſs, that, if I had 
known the Deſign of my Father, I would 
have oppos'd it with all my Power, and con- 
ſented to your Flight, when your People 
ſought you ; and never been aiding to your 
going out of our Cave to be conducted to 
that Precipice from whence you was ſo cru- 
clly thrown down., I very well know you 
thought the Intereſt of my Father, and my 
own Repoſe, were much more conſiderable 
to me than yours; but, had there been a 


Poſſibility for you to have perceived the Emo- 


tions of my Soul, you would have eaſily con- 
feſs'd the contrary, and been aſſured, that 


yqur Liberty was the greateſt, and moſt im- 
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portant of my Care: The bad Ulage that 1 
received from my Father, for condemning 
the Treaſon he has done you; all that has 
ſince paſſed between us, and the Condition 
which you ſaw me in, might have been very 
important Marks of the regret I had at your 
Misfortune, joined to the Miſeries I have 
ſince ſuffer d, cauſed by your Loſs. Yes, 
Sir, twas the Affection 1ſhew'd for you that 
was the Cauſe for which my Father deſign'd 
to take my Life; and I tell it you, rather 
to ſatisfy your Queſtion than oblige you to 
an Acknowledgment. And becauſe this Diſ- 
courſe ſurpriſed him, he was ſome time be- 
fore he anſwer'd me, giving more attention 
to my Adventures than generally arc given 
to Things which are known; which might 


| calily have made me perceive I was deceived, 


had I not wanted Experience in ſuch Matters: 
but, as I really thought him my firſt Deliverer, 
and I not being yet well enough acquainted 
with the different Marks of Surpriſe, 1 ima- 
gined he had ſome Reſentment againſt me, 
which was the Cauſe of that Indifference he 
then ſeemed to ſhew, and I reſolv'd to pur- 
ſue my Diſcourſe in this manner. How, Sir, 
{aid I, have you ſo much changed your Sen- 
timents for the unhappy Perrigonia, that you 
refuſe to remember what you ſaw but yeſter- 
day, and to believe what ſhe tells you to-day ? 
You ſeem not to know me, and as if I en- 
tertain'd you with an Affair in which you 
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have no part, no, not even the leaſt con- 
cern. Ah! Sir, return from that Surpriſe, 
which gives me the moſt acute Pains; hear 
my Juſtification, and permit me to comfort 
myſelf for the loſs of my Father, by finding 
in you the only Perſon in the World adequate 
to my Deſires. 


AT theſe Words, whether that lovely 
Stranger was the ſame I had ſeen in our 
Cave, or, whether he was not, he was wil- 
ling ro confirm me in that agreeable Imagi- 
nation, receiving my Excuſes and Reproaches 
with all the Sentiments of Tenderneſs and 
Love he was capable of; and ſeeming to 
have been angry, but willing to pardon me 
the Faults I had appropriated to myſelf, he 
offered me his Love and his Company in the 
moſt obliging Terms he could chooſe. 


I eaſily perceived that theſe new Proteſta- 
tions of his did not follow ſo regularly thoſe 
which he made me in his Priſon; yet was 
J not able to undeceive myſelf of the plea- 
ſing Fallacy. I thought him ſo amiable, that 
I am really dubious whether I ſhould not have 
perſiſted in the ſame opinion, had I been 
ſenſible of the Miſtake. After the firſt Em- 
braces he ingeniouſly tried to know all my 
Adventures; and altho' I very well knew he 
often informed himſelf from my Diſcourſe 
of many things 1 ſaid to my Lover, yet 1 
never 
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never diſtruſted his not being the ſame: and 
in the deſign that I was not to endeavour an 
Eclairciſſement ( ſo weak are thoſe in love) 
] was willing to think he had forgot all I had 
heretofore ſaid to him ; or, at leaſt, if he had 
not, that he was willing to hear me diſcourſe 
on the ſame ſubject, to find new Aflurances 
of my love. You remember how ſurpriſing- 
my Adventures are; judge by that how eaſy 
it was for that Stranger to ſhew a ſurpriſe ; 
and allow him very polite, ſince that he ne- 
ver gave me the leaſt room to doubt but he 
was well acquainted with what I told him. 
In our diſcourſe of all the paſſages which I 
would have him remember, and of which he 
ought ; ſuch as his Priſon, my Promiſes, his 
Offers, his Departure and Fall; he ſpoke very 
little, and hazarded nothing from thence of 
what I had already told him: but when I en- 
tertained him with ſome Events that had hap- 
pened ſince the loſs of my firſt Deliverer, 
and of which he was not then informed, as 
the Love of Sciron, the Cruelty of my Fa- 
ther, and his obſtinate Will in giving me to 
that Brute; that agreeable Deceiver took a 
pleaſure in enlarging the Fear, which that 
Danger gave him, altho' twas paſt; and on 
his Jealouſy, which he ſaid he had not power · 
to overcome, whatever could be the reaſon. 
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I can no longer, ſaid he, ſuffer that Bar- 
barian to live, ſince he thought to poſſeſs 
| you; 
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you; and I can't help thinking that the re- 
membrance will be ever eradicated: out of 
my Mind: but yet, whatever reſiſtance you 
had to oppoſe the Deſires of dciron, they 
were always a ſign you would accept of ſome 
other beſides your Deliverer. But, replied I, 
you might have judg'd more favourably, and 
perhaps, with more reaſon, if you had ſaid, 
that my reſiſting the Aſſaults of that Barbarian, 
and not apprehending the Rigour of my Fa- 
ther, I had preſcrved myſelf entirely for you, 
ſince you could not think it could have been 
for any other. But, continued he, I am in- 
debted to Chance for that Happineſs; you did 
not know me when you gave me hopes of 
your Affection, how then do I know that 
when you ſhall know me you will not re- 
tract your Word? 


THUS would he joke, knowing very 
well that I loved my firſt Deliverer without 
knowing him, and that Chance had made me 
meet him; and I always thought he ſpoke of 
my firſt Adventures, when, in effect, he only 
ſpoke of the latter; and thus he vexd me 
with the Fallacy with which I deceived myſelf 
in taking him for another. Tis true, ſaid I to 

him, that Chance has given me to you, but it 
is ſtill more true that my Judgment approv d 
that Gift, and there is no likelihood that I 
ſhall retract myſelf for any new knowledge of 


your Faults, ſince the certainty of your death, 
which 
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which might reaſonably, if any thing could, 
make me diſpenſe with my Fidelity, has not 
giren me the leaſt thought of altering my 
Reſolution; and that I am determined to dic 
ſooner than break my Faith with you: join 
to all theſe Reaſons, that, to give you a more 
lively mark of my Affection, I make no difh- 
culty to careſs in you the Murtherer of my 


Father.” 


AH! faid he, interrupting me, beauteous 
Nymph, forbear ſpeaking to me of your Fa- 
ther, and permit me to tell you that he was 
not; or that, in loſing the Humanity of a 
Father, he ought to loſe that quality alſo. 
You ow'd your Birth to him, but ſince he 
endeavoured to deprive you of it, you owe : | 
it him that has preſerved it for you; what | 
has he to hope for, that, for doing a Benefit, 
is reproached with it, inſtead of having an 
Acknowledgment? I am ignorant, Sir, re- 
plied I, of what you tell me ; nevertheleſs, 
I have thoſe ſentiments which, perhaps, you 
will allow to be reaſonable. I always con- 
demn'd the violence of J7znzs, yet could not 
conſent to the puniſhment of my Father: he 
has made me a ſpectator of a thouſand Ex- 
amples of Cruelty, which have made me 
tremble with Horror ; he gave me my birth, 
he has endeavour'd to geprive me of my life; 
but he has procur d me the honour of being 
yours, If he had not attempted my life, you 

had 
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had not defended it; I ſhould not have ow'd 
you ſo much, if he had left me more; and, 
if he had not ſhew'd me his hatred in ſuch 
an exceſs, I ſhould have had leſs occaſion to 
have ſhewn you my love. Thus I find, that if 
I have any ſubjects of complaint againſt Si- 
nis, I have ſtill ſome obligations to my Fa- 
ther; and altho he had no deſign to oblige 
me, yet, I think, I could not enjoy what 1 
owe to him without ſome acknowledgment. 
The ſentiments of Hatred do not extinguiſh 
thoſe of Blood; they may ſurmount them 
by ſome great and particular Intereſt, or by 
an extreme Brutality : but, as their ſpring 
remains, they return again into rhe Mind, 
and are ſometimes very painful to thoſe who 
have preterr'd ſtrange Notions, 
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IN the like Diſcourſe were we when we 
approached our Cave, whither I had deſir'd 
to go and take my Bow, ſome Plumes of 
Feathers of different colours, ſome Jewels, 
and the little Table-Book, which my Mother 
commanded me to keep with care; when the 
crucl Sciron, who had beheld from the top 
of the Rock the puniſhment of Cinis, ap- 
pcared to us about the middle of the Way, 
and perceiving me with my Deliverer, who 
held me by the Hand, cried out with a loud 
voice, which ſhew'd the violence of his 
Rage; How! Traitreſs, you not only ſurvive 
your Father, but careſs his Murtherer ! K 5 
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Object and Voice chill'd my Heart, but they 
had a quite contrary effect on that of my 
Lover, who, without anſwering him a word, 
ran to attack him with ſo much haſte, that 1 
- was dubious if that Wretch had time to con- 
ſider whether he had beſt fly the Aſſaults of 
ſo puiſſant an Enemy, or defend himſelf 
againſt his Efforts. But, as he was valiant, 
and more cruel than any of his Companions, 
he prepar'd himſelf for the Aſſault, and would 
expoſe his Life to try to revenge Sinis on his 
Murtherer, and on his Daughter; hoping to 
gain more Foy by that Revenge, than he 
dreaded Shame by being overcome. 


I will not tell you how uncertain that 
Fight was, and what was my Fear whilſt the 
Victory ſeem'd "dubious : You may imagine 
the firſt; by reaſon of the intrepid Valour of 
the two Combatants; and the laſt, by the 
W Intereſt which 1 had in their Quarrel : at laſt, 
my Deliverer was brought to the Ground; I 
& fay it, but not without Tears. Then Sciron, 
in whom the deſire of conquering hindered 
diſcerning the things which ſhould have come 
pleated his Victory, ſceing his Enemy on the 
Ground, thought he had then nothing to do 
but revenge himſelf on me'; but ſcarce had 
he adyanc'd one ſtep towards me to execute 
his cruel Deſign, when his Enemy, (who by 
the diſadvantage of the ground, rather than 
his Strength, was fallen) aroſe, and turning 
7 3 him- 
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himſelf immediately towards him, joined him 
with ſo much haſte, that he made him turn 
his Face almoſt at the ſame time; and, ha. 
ving given him ſeveral Blows before he could 
well defend himſelf, he (oh! happy ſight) fell 
upon the Ground, confeſſed his Weakneſß 
and curſed his ill Fortune and our Mecting, 


THAT laſt Action gave my Soul ſome Þ 
hopes, which ſuffer d a great deal during the 
time Sciron endeavoured to come to me, if 
it could be capable of any Apprehenſion after 
the death of that dear Perſon whom I thought 
dead; but, having ſcen the Fall of my Lover, 
I had no thoughts of his Conqueror, and J loſt 
all the Cares I had before of my Preſervation, 
knowing no more for whom I ought to pre- 
ſerve myſelf. At laſt, being no longer able 
to conceal the Satisfaction which I received 
from that Victory, I ran, and embraced my 
Deliverer ; and, after having ſhew'd him, by 
my Tears, my paſt Fear and preſent Joy, I 
ask'd him, if he was well; and, having told 
me, that his Wounds did not hinder him from 
walking, we continued our Way towards the 


Cave of my Father. 


5 confeſs, Sir, that Object filled me with 
Horror; and I could not retain my Tears at 
the remembrance of the Pleaſures and Troubles 
which I had received there. After having con- 


teſted a long while, I enter 'd therein to take 
I What 
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what I had occaſion for, but with ſo much 
Fear, that I thought I ſaw my Father almoſt 
at every ſtep. The ardent Deſire I had to 
leave it as ſoon as poſſible, made me forget 
many Things, which 1 ſhould have been glad 
to have carried away, but not my Tablet, 
wherein my Mother aſſured me I ſhould 
ſome day find many important Things, which 
would ſerve and contribute, if followed, 
much to the repoſe of my Life: and by rea- 
ſon. of the catry of that Cave being difficult, 
I would not have had my Lover gone in, but 
becauſe he thought to have ſcen ſomething 
uncommon there, he had a mind to go in 
with me, ſay ing, that he did not conſider the 
Particularities whilſt it was his Priſon: which 
done, we ſoon went out again; for, by ſome 
natural Fear, I could not ſuffer myſelf to be 
long alone with him in that Place. 


THO! I had till then paſſed my Life alone 
with my Father, traverſing our little Wood, 
we followed the Way to Megara; after paſ- 
ling the Sc:ronzan Mountains, we croſſed the 
Plain of Megara, and, during our Journey, 
my Lover took the trouble of inſtructing 
me in all I was ignorant of in the Society 
of Men, and the Cauſe of many Effects which 
ſeemed wonderful to me, by reaſon of the 
little Knowledge 1 had therein. He never 
opened his Mouth but to tell me ſome fine 
ings, whilſt I always admired, tho” not in 

| the 
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the molt polite manner, by reaſon of my little 
Experience in thoſe things : But, whatever 
Charm or Beauty I perceived in his Diſcourſe, 
I thought it would have been much more 
agrecable, had he entertained me with his 
Affection; and I ſaw with ſurpriſe that we 
approached Megara, which was the Place 
where my Deliverer received his birth, with- 
out heeding the Promiſes which 1 thought 
he had made me in our Cave. At laſt, ha- 
ving forbore ſome time without complaining, 
I rcſolved to ſpeak to my Lover; but it was 
not without conſulting myſelf, and often 
condemning that reſolution. We were then 
under the ſhade of ſome Trees, which kept 
us from the ſcorching Rays of the Sun; and 
my Lover having already ſaid many things, 
which made me think he did it purpoſely 
for me to ſpeak in my turn : 


PARDON me, Sir, ſaid I to him with 
Tears in my Eyes, if 1 am obliged to com- 
plain of you, to whom I owe all the Ac- 
knowledgements I am capable of; and, if 
you have ſtill any remembrance of the Af. 
fection which you formerly entertained me 
with, permit me to ask you why you dont 
ſhew me more? I very well know that I don't 
deſerve what I deſire; but I am ſure I don't 
deferve leſs now than when you was plea- 
ſed to promiſe me your Love, ſince you have 


done me the Fayour to deliver me from the 
cruel 
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cruel Servitude of thoſe Barbarians, I have 
ſought all imaginable ways to pleaſe you : if 
I have not rehearſed them, you cannot accuſe 
me with want of Addreſs, ſince you honour'd 
me with the marks of your Affection. If I 
had given you any Cauſe to complain, if I 
thought myſelf guilty of any Thought that 
could diſpleaſe you, I ſhould believe that, in 
asking your pardon for the firſt, and in re- 
jecting the laſt, I might gain your Favour: 
but, not knowing myſelf any ways to blame, 
either for the one or the other; and per- 
ceiving myſelf afflicted with the moſt violent 
Pains, I fear I am become the ſubject of your 
Averſion. I have not, nevertheleſs, Reſolu- 
tion enough to. believe it, and have conteſted 
a long while with myſelf before I ſpoke to 
you, for fear of being too well acquainted 
with that which I was willing to doubt of. I 
had ſtaid a little longer before I had deſired 
an Eclairciſſement, which I ſtill beg you to 
conceal, if it will confirm my Fear; but now 
we are almoſt at Megara, and you ready to 
ſnew me to your Parents, without inſtructing 
me after what manner 1 am to live with you 
and them, I thought myſelf obliged to dil- 
courſe to you after this manner; if it has 
diſpleas d you, I condemn it, and ask your 
Pardon: if you think I had reaſon to com- 
Plain, ceaſe the Cauſe of my Fear. I ask no- 
thing of you but what you have promiſed 
me; and I offer you, by way of Acknow- 
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ledgment, all the Affection and Humility 

which you can deſire from a Perſon who 

eſteems you thro' Duty, and who loves you 
with the ſtrongeſt Inclination. 


WHILST I ſpoke thus to him, he looked 
upon me with an Eye where Pity ſeemed to 
reign with Love; and the moment I ceaſed 
ſpeaking, he anſwer'd me thus: I am obliged 
to diſcover to you a Myſtery, which will ſur- 
priſe you; and which I can no longer con- 
ceal from you, without making myſelf cul- 
pable of that Ingratitude whereof you accuſe 
me: but firſt, I proteſt to you, by all the 
Grecian Gods, that I love you as tenderly 
as if you was my Siſter; and that I will al 
ways intereſt myſelf with a great deal of Af. 
fection in every thing that ſhall concern you: 
I lovd you as ſoon as I ſaw you, and the 
knowledge I have ſince had of your Virtue, 
has confirmed me in the reſolution to ſerve 
you; ſo don't believe but that I am willing 
to perform all I have promis'd you, in diſ- 
covering to you who I am, and who I am 
not. Think not that I make you this Decla- 
ration to efface the Diſtruſt which you have 
ſhewn; and aſſure yourſelf, that I ſhall never 
be ſatisfied till I have given you ſome marks 
of the Eſteem and Inclination which I liave 
for you. Judge, Sir, ſaid the lovely Stranger, 


how much- ** hs beginuing « of Di 
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Diſcourſe caus d me, and how impatiently I 
waited for the End. 


AFTER theſe Proteſtations, continued 
my Deliverer, I ſhall make no difficulty to 
tell you I am not that dear Perſon who ſaved 
you from the Lions, who let himſclf be 
* vanquiſhed by your Father, who would not 
leave his Priſon for fear of diſpleaſing you, 
who was thrown from the top of the Pro- 
montory into the Sea by d inis, and for whom 
you have ſo great an Affection: if my Name 
has been ſo famous as to reach you, I will 
tell you that I am called Theſeus, Prince of 
Meſſenus, and Kinſman of Hercules; ſo not 
being able to undeceive you by that means, 
I thought myſelf obliged to tell you who I 
am. % 


HOW, Sir, interrupted I, are you not 
that dear lovely Perſon from whom I de- 
rive all my Joy, and who ſhould conduct 
me to Megara there to paſs the reſt of my 
Days in his company? Alas! if it is thus, 
how much reaſon have I to complain, ſince 
you encouraged the Deceit which I made my- 
ſelf, by miſtaking you for him. Judge of 
my Intentions, ſaid he, with leſs precipitation, 
and remember the Condition you was in 
when 1 met with you: You have loſt your 
Loyer and your Father; and whatever bad 
uſage you had from * latter, you * 
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the Company of the firſt was the only mo- 
tive could make you deſire to live after the 
death of Sinis. The Diſorder you was in, 
the ardent Deſire you had to behold your firſt 
Deliverer, or rather, the little Reſemblance 
-there was between me and him, induced you 
to believe I was the ſame, and that meeting 
preſerved your Life; could I give you-an 
Eclairciſſement then, which would undoubt- 
edly have causd your immediate death? I 
thought I ought rather to ſecond a Fallacy 
which was ſo profitable to you. *Tis. true, I 
never invented it; but your diſcovering it 
made me think myſelf obliged rather to con- 
firm your belief than thwart it. My Conduct 
has ſince convinced you, that I did not ſeek 
any further than what you was pleas'd to tell 
me, or had any Intereſt in that Rencounter 
but the pleaſure of ſerving you; I have ſince 
lived, in a manner, with you, by which you 
may eaſily judge how much I deſired to pre- 
ſerve and ſerve you, and not to take any 
Advantage from your Error : forbear then to 
accuſe me, and receive thoſe Offers which 1 
make you of all that I am able for your Sa- 
tisfaction. 


\'YOU'LL honour me too much, anſwer'd 
L him, and you had, without doubt, Cauſe for 
what you did; but ] cannot, nevertheleſs, 
forbear complaining. Tis true that, after 
— * & my Lover and my Father, I could 
not 
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not have reſolved to ſurvive that Loſs, had 
I not thought I had found again the moſt 
lovely and moſt dear of the two: but judge, 
Sir, when, after having ſurmounted all the 
Obſtacles which Love and Life generally op- 
pole to the deſire of death, I was in the moſt 
violent deſpair, and almoſt dead ; who before 
had becn but in appearance, but now I 
thought in reality. You have withdrawn me 
from that agreeable ſtate of Life which I 
flattered myſelf I was juſt going to enjoy, to 
plunge me into my former abyſs of Miſery, 
tis impoſſible for me to live without my 
dear Deliverer ; bur, juſt as I, poor unhappy 
Woman, thought I had found him, to have 
my Joys commence, I am deprived of all 
my Felicity : thus have you ſaved me from 
one Precipice, to make me fall into another 
much greater, and more dreadful. Add to 
theſe things the Inhumanity you made me 
commit in loving the Murtherer of my Fa- 
ther; and the Infidelity you have made me 
guilty of, in obliging me to give you my 
Affection to the prejudice of my firſt Lover: 
for, note, altho my Father had a Deſign to 
kill me, and that you would have given him 
his Life; yet I cannot behold you but as his 
Murtherer : and altho' I have not loved you 
but in a belicf that you was my firſt Lover, 
I cannot defend myſelf from the Fault of 
turning my Affections from their firſt Ob- 
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I will not, anſwer'd Theſeus, deprive you 
of the pleaſure which you take in complain- 
ing; but, if the Good-will and Affection 
which I have for you, would permit me to 
let you perſiſt in a Thought which, in effect, 
wounds both the one and the other, I would 
not ſhew you the little Cauſe that you have 
to complain of me, being well aſſured you 
would find very little Satisfaction in com- 
Plaining, would you but uſe your Reaſon : 

and that you may not ſo unjuſtly accuſe me 
with Vanity, and Indifference for you, I will 
tell you that, having withdrawn you from 
the ſide of the Precipice, and endeavouring 
to preſerve your Life after the death of your 
Lover and Father, I had no reaſon to be- 
lieve you would defire it after the death of 
your Lover; but when you ſhould know 
that he who was the caufe of it was dead, it 
was eaſy for me to believe you might, in 
ſome meaſure, ſupport it, being freed from 
him, But let us ſuppoſe that I had reaſon 
to fear it, do you believe that one ought 
not to hinder the deſpair of an unhappy Per- 
ſon, for fear they ſhould deſpair ſome other 
time? Oh! no, 'twas a Duty incumbent on 
Humanity, Prudence has contrary Rules to 
Paſſion; it governs things preſent with Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and leaves the future to Providence. 
] am inclined to believe that Time will efface 
the memory of thoſe Perſons you ſo much 


regret, would you attach yourſclf to the 
World 
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World by new ways, till you will find that 
thoſe, whom you thought abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary for the repoſe of your Life, not to be 


ſo; and that you may live without them, 
you ſee that I am not deceived, for you have 
paſſed your Life that lictle time yon have 
known me, without any Diſpleaſure or Re- 
gret; and that you could ſtill live with me, 
as you have heretofore done: I am the ſame 
that appeared to be him I was not, and I am 
ſtill the ſame I was, when my company was 
ſo agreeable to you; live then, and hope for 
all manner of Friendſhip, and all the ſuc- 
cours that a Perſon educated among the Gre- 
cians, and who will ſome day command 


them from me. 


WHILST he was ſpeaking, I look'd upon 
him attentively ; and whether the Idea that 
I entertained of my firſt Deliverer confounded 
my Mind, or, whether he was the ſame, I 
could not but believe that I was deceived ; 
and that he only feigned, to deceive me: and, 
agreeing with my Apprehenſion, rather than 
his Offers, I told him, Yes, Sir, you have had 
reaſon to believe all theſe things; but I have 
ſtill more occaſion to think my Friendſhip is 
troubleſome to you, and to think that tis 
time I ſhould caſe you from a Perſon who 
is no longer agreeable to you, ſince you al- 
ready ſee the Place where you may find others 
much more charming. Permit me to retire, 
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and live 'in the Woods where I was born; 
as a Fayour, I beg you'll obliterate my Weak. 
neſs, pity me, and never hate me, but believe 
that the Uſage I have received from you will 
never oblige me to hate you. 


" ENDING theſe Words, I would have left 
him, but he retained me, holding my Hand, 
and begg'd I would alter that Reſolution, but 
it was too ſtrong to be ſhaken: I ſeemed, 
nevertheleſs, willing to ſtay ſome time with 
him ; and, becauſe the Heat of the Day was 
already over, we continued our way towards 
Megara, and arrived there a little before 
Night. 


AS Theſeus did not doubt but I would 
follow him with pleaſure, he did not think of 
my forſaking him; for, ſcarce were we come 
into the Houſe which the Inhabitants of Me- 
gara had provided for him, when I went out 
of the City-Gate, and ran along the ſide of 
the Canal to reach the Wood, which was ad- 
jacent to the Mountains. How often in that 
flight did I wiſh to have been near him un- 
perceived, to know whether he regretted my 
Loſs, and it he did not repent giving me 
occaſion to leave him? At laſt, I came to the 
Wood-ſide, and there paſſed two Days in the 
0 moſt preſſing Inquietudes whereof a Soul in 
Ul ſuch Diſtreſs is Capable, and who had loſt 
j1 the Perſon that was molt dear to her, thro' 
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her Infidelity : for, altho' Theſeus tried to per- 


ſuade me he was not my firſt Lover, I could 


not believe him; but thought he had ſome 
reat occaſion to complain of me, which 
obliged him to give me that Diſpleaſure. Per- 
haps, ſaid I, he complains of my Indifference 
and perhaps, had a mind to reproach me 
with it when he told me he was not my firſt 
Lover : perhaps, he would haye me think 
ſo by his manner of ſpeaking, that I had but 
little Love for him, expecting me to ſhew 
him more. 


AT laſt, I remembred I had ſhewed him 
more Love in the beginning of our Amour 
than at that time: if the thoughts of his In- 
fidelity were the cauſe of my retiring into 
the Woods, thoſe of my Weakneſs, and the 
cauſe I thought I might give him to com- 
plain of me, recall'd me back to him. How, 
faid I to myſelf, ſhall I return to a Perſon 
who has obliged me to leave him? But, re- 
plied I immediately, ſhall I fly a Perſon that 
I love, and without whom I cannot live? No, 
no, I had better return to my Lover than 
ſuffer the Grief which his Abſence cauſes in 
me: if he had a mind to frighten me to 
oblige me to love him the more, I will in- 
vent ſome new way to pleaſe him; and if 
'twas his Will that I ſhould leave him, I could 
do it much better, was he to tell me ſo once 
more; and then J ſhall have that Satisfaction 

| in 
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my. Grief, that, having no occaſion to doubt 
of his Change, I ſhall have more reaſon to 
be comforted by his Loſs. In this Reſolution 
I took my way towards Megara ; but twas 
not without often ballancing that Reſolution, 
At laſt, Love being Superintendant, I left the 
Wood, and approaching the City, entered 
the Houſe of my kf gp nn hall I tell you how 
I trembled, and what was my Fear? it don't 
ſignify, ſince you may eaſily gueſs by the 
Condition I was then in: but tis neceſſary 
to tell you how unhappy I was, for no ſooner 
had I entred the Houſe, but I was told that 
he was gone to Athens to offer his Aſſiſt- 
ance to that City, which he had heard was 
beſieged by a Queen with a potent Army: 
I found only a Letter, which he had left for 
me, wherein he let me know my Departure 
had caus d in him the moſt extreme Inquie- 
tudes; and that his People had ſought 
throughout Megara to find me, but in vain; 
that he was ſorry for the Uneaſineſs he had 
caus'd me, and wiſh'd I might find my firſt 
Lover; and that he had as much Love for 
me as I deſerved. 


LF the Diſcourſe which he had before made 
me, irritated my Choler, the latter heightned 
it in ſuch a manner, that, without adhering 
to my Reaſon, I reſolved to follow him, and 


dic in his fight, if I could but meet with him; 


to create in him, at leaſt, ſome Sentiments 


of 
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of Pity, ſince all thoſe of Love were extin- 
guiſhed. In that reſolution I ran wherever 
my Phrenzy carried me; when, after an in- 
defatigable ſearch for three Days and Nights, 
paſſing by Mount Amphilaus, I heard that 
two Cavaliers, whom 1 thought to be thoſe 
I ſought, were gone from thence but a little 
above an hour, and travelled very ſlowly: 
that News made me haſten my Journey, and 
I had not gone far before 1 thought I per- 
ceived them ; and in particular him that I 
purſued. But whether 'twas undeſignedly, or 
that they perceived me, I can't tell, but they 
immediately doubled their Pace, and I loſt 
ſight of them inſtantly : nevertheleſs, I dili- 
gently purſued them; and, if I am not miſ- 
taken, have ſince ſeen them two or three times 
at ſome diſtance : but, if the Night had not fa- 
your'd their Eſcape, and hinder'd my Purſuit, 
I really believe by this time I ſhould have 
overtaken them: when, as I ſaw you, I im- 
mediately concluded it was them ; it being 
ſo little before that I ſaw them, your Num- 
ber and Equipage ſo much reſembling theirs, 
deceived me; and my Weakneſs has yet hin- 
dered me from executing the reſolution of 
my Deſpair, This, Sir, is the unfortunate 
Hiſtory of Perrigonia, unhappy in her Birth 
and Courſe of life, and ſtill more ſo in the 
Reſolution of her death, ſince ſhe cannot die 
in the ſight of him for whom ſhe only de- 
fired to live, _—_ 
THUS 
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THUS endcd ſhe her Narration, when 
Day-light began to appear, and ſhewed the 
two Cavaliers the moſt beautiful Perſon they 
ever beheld; who riſing to go in purſuit of 
Theſeus, one of the Cavaliers ſtopp'd her, 
crying, Stay, beautiful Nymph, but much 
more, my dear Inclination : at which Words 
Perrigonia obſerving him more attentively, 
thought ſhe perceived in him ſome reſem- 
blance of her firſt Lover; Oh! Heavens, 
faid ſhe, what Phantom is it that deceives 
my Eyes? let me embrace that dear ſhadow 
of him who is the cauſe of all my Miſeries. 
But, oh ! how was her Joy enhanced when 
ſhe found the ſuppoſed Illuſion a living Re- 
ality ? her Tranſport threw her inſenſibly into 
a Swoon, out of which, by their Aſſiduities, 
ſhe was ſoon recover'd ; when, being come 
to herſelf, ſhe begg'd of her dear Solenus, 
( for that was the Name of the lovely Stran- 
ger) to let her know to what propitious and 
indulgent Powers they ow'd Acknowledg- 
ments for their Felicity! Solenus, unwilling 
to retard a Happineſs which he owed to Fate 
for that happy Rencounter, immediately com- 

plied with the Deſires of his dear Perrigonia. 


I am, ſaid he, that happy Man, who, fa- 
vour'd by ſome ſuperior Power, preſerved 
from that death deſigned me by the eruel 


His, to enjoy a life of Pleaſure and Felicity 
| with 
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with the charming, and moſt beauteous Per- 
rigonia. Know then, that in my Fall I hap- 
pily evaded thoſe pointed Rocks, and plunged 
into the Sea, where Self-Preſeryation, joined 
to a much ſuperior motive, ( my Love for 
you) encouraged me to ſave myſelf, which, 
animated by my Reſolution, and the hopes 
that I ſhould live to revenge your Wrongs, 
I ſwam till I fortunately got footing on the 
ſide of one of thoſe Rocks, which, deſigned 
for my Deſtruction, proved my Preſervation 
when, after two Days ſpent in offering up 
my Thanks to God for his immenſe Good- 
nels, and my happy Deliverance from ſo im- 
minent a Danger, I perceived a Veſſel within 
a few Leagues of me, when, making all the 
Signal I could to be diſcover'd by them, to 
my great Joy, I perceived them draw nigh 
me; but, fearing they would not venture 
nigh thoſe dangerous Rocks, I immediately 
refolved to truſt myſelf once more to the 
Mercy of the impetuous Waves, and rely on 
the ſame Providence that had preſerved me 
before, and ſwim till I met them: when my 
happy Fortune ſoon acceded to my Wiſhes, 
and pteferved me for my deat Perrigonia. 
We were not long before we arrived at Me- 
gara, when I reſolved to accommodate my- 
{elf with all Neceſſaries; and this Gentleman, 
deing willing to ſhare my Fate, is now a 
Companion in our preſent Happinefs. Being 
fully determined to viſit the Deſarts of Pe- 

5 lopon- 
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loponneſus, where I hoped to ſee once again 
your bleſt Image, and revenge the Injuries 
done you and me by the cruel and barbarous 
inis; when, having paſſed the Mount Anm. 
philaus in our way thither, the approach of 
Night hindered us from proceeding any far- 
ther, ſo that we were obliged to reſt our- 
ſelves under this Arbour, where, oh! for ever 
bleſſed Place! my more happy Stars, and our 
inſeparable Deſtiny, ordained that we ſhould 
meet. | 


- THUS ended he his Narration, to the 
univerſal Joy of them all. When the Day 
Vas a little more advanced, Solenus mounted 
 Perrigonia behind him, and made the beſt 
of his way towards Megara; where Sole. 
uus, being one of the chief of that noble 
City, enjoy d with his dear Perrigonia, whom 
Fortune had ſo oddly ordain d him for a Wife, 
a Life conſiſting of a perpetual Series of Hap- 
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Thus oft we ſee how Fortune rules our Lives, 
To ſome brings Has bands, and to others Wives: 
Then, Virgins, bent diſcourag d or diſmay d, 
TourStars are fix d, your Fates will be obey d; 
if ye are born to wed, yell never die ad 
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Alexi and Hlvia. 

L the County of Kent, in one 
of the beſt Situations in Eng- 
land, lived a Gentleman, of 
whom we ſhall ſpeak under the 


SR Name of Antimus. He married 
MAG of a good Family, and had four Sons 


and one Daughter, whereof Alexis was the 


third; he was from his minority a ſccker 
and lover of Learning: at fifteen years of 
age he was removed from Canterbury to 
London, to improve and perfect bis Studies, 
where he, in the ſpace of three ycars, by an 
unwearied and indefatigable Induſtry, attain'd 
to the knowledge of all the Qualifications 
requiſite for a young Gentleman to begin 
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the World; ſuch as, writing ſeveral fine 
Hands, Arithmetick both vulgar and decimal, 
Latin, Greek, French, 1talien, Muſick, Geo- 
graphy, Geometry, Chronology, Hiſtory, Phi- 
loſophy both natural and moral, Dancing, 
Fencing and Riding: in ſhort, he excell'd 
in moſt of theſe to perfection. _ 


IT was not difficult, or poſſible, but that 
one who was endued with ſo many Perfec- 
tions, joined to an affable and courteous 
Temper, ſhould be inſenſible to Love! No, 


no, he was gay, complaiſant, free, and 


obliging to all; he was fair, genteel, and 
well-ſhaped: in ſhort, no Man was better 
made for Loves Enjoyments than he. 


BEING once invited to Ball with other 
young Gentlemen, amongſt the Ladies he 


caſt his Eye upon one of an excellent Wit, 


o 
* 


beautiful, fine-ſhaped, genteel : in ſhort, an 
Emblem of Beauty. Our young Lover (for 
ſo we may now call him) immediately per- 
ceived the effect of her Charms; he trem- 
bled, ſweat, was faint, and had all the Sym- 
ptoms of one in Cupid's Decoy: the more 
he gaz d, the more he admir'd; and was every 
moment finding out new Perfections to feed 
his Fewel. The young Lady, on the other 
hand, (whom we ſhall call Si,) who was 
only Daughter to a Gentleman, (whom we 
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muſt name Bracchus,) was as much ſmitten 
with Alexis as it was poſlible for him to be 
with her; never in all her life did ſhe think 
ſhe had feen any one ſo agreeable : various 
were the Thoughts at that time which filled 


the Minds of Alexis and Sylvia 


oP IS impoſlible to deſcribe the Troubles 
of their Minds, both being under an uncer- 
tainty, and dubious of the cauſe and event 
of their Paſſions; ſo that neither of them 
could attribute ſo ſudden a Metamorphoſis 
to any thing but Love: but, as that, like 
hidden Embers, will, for a while, lie con- 
ceal d, but then burſts out into a flame; ſo 
did it happen to Alexis. Often did he try 
to check the Emotions of ſe powerful a 
Paſſion, but in vain ; at laſt, he was forced to 
yield himſelf up a voluntary Captive : how- 
ever, he reſolved to. make the beſt on't. 
Accordingly, embolden'd by the juſtneſs of 
his Paſſion, and the hopes that Sy/vzs would 
not be inſenſible, he, with the utmoſt dili- 
gence, ſought for an opportunity of ac- 
quainting her with his Paſſion; and, as no- 
thing was more agreeable to her, you may 
eaſily imagine it was not very difficult to be 
accompliſh'd : in ſhort, he begg'd ſhe would 
honour him ſo far as to dance with him, 
Which ſhe with little repugnance did. After 
the Dance was ended, Alexis led Sylvia to 


her ſeat z but, there being no opportunity, 
H 2 ©" "= 
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he only with a low Bow and a Smile, that 
ſufficiently ſhew'd the pleaſure he had re- 
ceivd, took his leave, and retired to the 
other ſide of the Room. The Ball being 
ended, Alexis, who was impatient for a lucky 
minute, begg d leave to accompany Sylvia 
to her Houſe ; which ſhe, after a few modeſt 
Excuſes, permitted. There was in the Coach 
with them an old Lady, who was Aunt to 
Sylvia; ſo that Alexis, to his great diſap- 


pointment, was balked of his Deſign : they | 


ſoon arrived at Sy/via's Habitation, when 
Alexis alighted out of the Coach, and firſt 
handed out the old Lady, and then Hlvia, 
who, taking hold of her Hand, he preſsd 
it with a Kiſs, that ſufficiently ſhew'd the Ex- 
ceſs of his Paſſion; and, after /es Compli- 
ments ordinaires, took his leave. 


'TIS impoſſible to expreſs the different 
Agitations which filled the Mind of Alexis; 
often did he blame his Forwardneſs in en- 
couraging a Paſſion, which he too plainly 
ſaw 46.7 be the loſs of his Health, if not 


his Life: ſure, never had any one ſuch a 


Night harraſs d with continual Perplexities; 
and, after all, was obliged to Ware with 


Virgil, 
Omnia vincit Amor, & nos cedamus Amori. 


Love prevailed over Reaſon, ſo that he or 
dic 
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died nothing ſo much as a more happy op- 
portunity. Hluia, in the mean time, was 
not leſs perplex'd with the Thoughts ſhe had 
entertain'd of him: there was a long com- 
bat between Love and Reaſon, but, at laſt, 
it was given in favour of Alexis. Sybuie, 
as is uſual in ſuch caſes, thought the Advice 


— of a Friend would bring her ſome Comfort; 


and accordingly unburthen'd her mind to a 
female Confidante, who promis'd her Secrecy 
and Fidelity: but ſhe dearly paid for her Le- 
vity, in truſting a Woman with a Secret, as 
you ſhall know in the Sequel, 


AS People in love have many Inventions, 
it was not long before Alexis found one to 
ſee Sylvia. He, by a little Aſſiduity, ſoon 
learned, by one of her Servants, the Church 
ſhe us'd; where he, to be ſure, never miſs'd 
an opportunity of ſecing her: he had not 
gone often, before ſhe, with no ſmall ſur- 
priſe, perceived her Lover; Oh! how ſhe 
was ſtruck! In ſhort, as all of us are apt to 
favour our Inclinations, ſo did ſhe; for ſhe 
thought nothing but a natural inſtin& could 
have brought him there ſo opportunely to 
her Wiſhes : nor was it, indeed, a leſs plea- 
ſure to him, Alexis, pleasd with the hopes 
of Succeſs, was fully determined to run all 
Hazards to accompliſh his Deſire. One day, 
as he was muſing by himſelf, he took Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, and wrote the W 
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To STL VIA. 


MA DAM, 


JOE S with the greateſt Regret that the 
other Night 1 met with ſo great a Diſ- 
appointment when I had the honour of wait- 
ing on you home, by that Lady's being with 
you, of declaring how great a Wound I have 
received from your Eyes : ſure, nothing, dear 
Madam, could ever have raisd ſo great a 
Paſſion in my Breaſt but your Beauty! never 
was any thing equal to my Surpriſe! to ſee 
united in one Perſon ſo many excellent Per- 
fections, as are, undoubtedly, to be found 
in no other than the beauteous Sy/uzaz had 
I been leſs happy than to have talk d, and 
danc'd with you, I ſhould certainly have taken 
you for a Divinity. Oh! Madam, I want 
Ovid's Softneſs to expreſs my Paſſion ! Hy- 
perboles are entirely unneceſſary to draw the 
incaments of a true Paſſion, which is only 
founded' on Juſtice, Honour and Virtue. I 
can't think that ſo beautiful a Form as yours 
can be guilty of Ingratitude, when you con- 
ſider my Paſſion on this foundation : on the 
contrary, I believe you to be endued with 
more Goodneſs and Generoſity than any of 
your Sex could ever boaſt of. Were you but 
ſenſible of the Pains I ſuffer, I am ſure you'd 
pity them. Oh! hear me with an equal — 
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when I lay my Boſom open to your Eyes ; 
tis you I love, you I adore, and on you 
alone are all my Thoughts emplby'd. Your 
Beauty has vanquiſh'd all my Endeavours, I 
can no longer diſpute the Victory; all J de- 
ſire is a return of Love; if you grant me 
that, I live replete with Happineſs; if not, 
then muſt I immediately periſh. 1 commit 
myſelf entirely to your Generoſity. Adieu, 
my Soul! the ſupport of my Life. 


ALEXTS. 


AS Alexis was generally very ſucceſsful, 
he was not leſs fortunate in this; for he 
had ſcarce finiſh'd his Letter, but, looking 
out of the Window, he very opportunely 
faw the ſame Servant paſling by, who before 
had given him ſome intelligence of Hluin. 
Alexis called out to him, who being come, 
You already know (ſaid he) how great an 
eſteem I have for your Lady, and at this 
time I ſtand in need of your Service; which, 
if you'll perform faithfully and ſecretly, you 
ſhall not find me ungrateful. SJmo (for fo 
was the Seryant called) thinking fometimes 
to bite at a golden Bait, promifed him the 
utmoſt of his Endeayours : fo, giving him 
the Letter, with a ſtrict Charge to deliver it 
to Sylvia, and a Prefent for himſelf, dif- 
miſs'd him full of ExpeQation, or rather 
Hopes, that it would meet with the deſired 
Succeſs, op H4 ISIMO 
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IMO coming home, executed his Com- 
miſſion with the-utmoſt Integrity; for, meet - 
ing Sylvia, Madam, (ſays he) the humbleſt 
of your Servants has done me this Honour, 
(giving ber the Letter;) which ſhe had no 
ſooner taken, but ſhe tore it in a thouſand 
pieces, ſaying, Will there never be an end 
to that Villains Impertinence ? ſuppoſing it 
had been a Letter from Caſpus, a Gentleman 
who had very much ſolicited to be her humble 
Servant, a rich, but ugly Man: in ſhort, ſhe 
flew out of the Room, leaving Simo to bite 
his Thumbs at his Diſappointment. 


HOWE VER, he reſolved to put the beſt 
face on't; and, as he conjectur'd, it might 
be of advantage to him to continue in A- 
texis's Favour, reſolved to tell him a plau- 
ſible Story. Sylvia, after her Paſſion was a 
little abated, return'd to the Room, took up 
all the pieces of the Letter, and replaced 
them the beſt ſhe could; Oh! Gods! how 
was ſhe aſtoniſh'd when ſhe ſaw 'twas not 
from Caſpus, but Alexis : how often did ſhe 
| accuſe her Raſhneſs and headſtrong Paſſion ? 
This Letter only ſerved to add fewel to her 
fire; but, however, ſhe was willing to diſ- 
ſemble a little, as will appear by this Letter, 


Ta 
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To ALE TEX. 
SIR, f 


MUST confeſs e that you 

ſeem to pick me out as the only Perſon 
worthy your Ridicule, and one who delights 
in Flattery: I am not ſo ignorant of my 
own Merit, but I can diſtinguiſh between that 
and Reality. I preſume you take me for 
one whoſe Credulity is eaſily impos'd on; 
but I do aſſure you, that if you perſiſt in 
your pretended Amour, you muſt expect to 
meet with abundance of Obſtacles, and the 
utmoſt Reſolution of oppoſing your Deſign. 


STLVIA. 


THIS Letter ſhe gave to Ancilla her 
Maid, with a particular Charge to find out 
Alexis, and give it him; which ſhe endea- 
voured to do, but could not till the next 
Evening, by reaſon of his being gone to 
welcome Antimus, who was come to ſettle 
in London, to his new Habitation. Simo, 
whoſe Care it was to be the firſt with A- 
lexis, the next Morning found him, and ad- 
dreſſed him after this manner: Sir, (ſaid he) 
I have obey'd your Commands to a tittle, 
Hlvuia took your Letter with a Smile, that 
flatter d me you was not diſagreeable to her. 

I thank 
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I thank you, my faithful Simo, ſaid he, and 
will never be unmindful of your Service; ſo 
diſmiſs d him, and retir'd to his Chamber to 
meditate on the happy Succeſs of his Love. 
Oh! ( fays he to himſelf) how happy am I, 
to ſucceed ſo well in my firſt eſſay! Sure, no- 
thing can compare to thee, my adorable 
Sylvia! But then recollecting on the poſſi- 
bility there might be of Sims flattering 
him for the ſake of Gain, ſtruck a damp to 
all his Pleaſure. Whilſt he was thus agitated 
between Hope and Fear, he heard a low Voice 
in the Street, which ſeemed to call Alexzs. 
It being then pretty dark, he look d out of 
a Window, and could juſt perceive ſomething 
under it; which calling again, he went down 
to the door, where he was met by Ancilla, who 
gave him Huuias Letter: he took it, deſiring 
to know to whom he was indebted for that 
Happineſs? Aucilla made no doubt of telling 
him from Sluia. Burſting out into an Extaſy 
of Joy, 0h! my Soul, my Life, ( ſaid he) 
all are indebted to the charming Iy/vzia, as 
their only Preſeryer. Tell her, plied he) 

I am no longer at my own diſpoſal, but am 

entirely hers. As he was naturally very ge- 

nerous, Aucilla did not miſs of being well 
paid for her good News. He had. Mara 
entred his Chamber, but his Tranſport threw 
him into a Swoon, where he lay till a Ser- 
vant, coming in to call him to Supper, diſ- 


cover d him lying on the Floor; ſhe ſcream'd 
out, 
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out, and alarm'd the whole Houſe, ſuppoſing 
him to be dead. _ Att Is 


THEY ſoon, with the help of ſome vo- 
latile Spirits, recover d him, Alexis, who 
was ſcarce come to himſelf, pulling out his 
Handkerchief, dropp'd Hias Letter, which 
they immediately gave him ; not in the leaſt 
miſtruſting the Contents: however, no- body 
could prevail with him to ſup, being ſo im- 
patient to know the Contents of his dear 
Sykuid's Letter, that they left him to himſelf ; 
where, when he was, as he thought free 
from any Interruption, he read it, Tis im- 
poſſible to expreſs the pleaſure he received 
from this Letter; nor did it contain any 
thing but what affaxded him an agreeable 
Satisfaction, 


STLV IA waited with Impatience the 
return of Ancilla, who quickly acquainted 
her with what an agreeable Reception her 
Letter had met with, which pleas'd her to 
the life. The next thing that Alexis reſolv'd 
upon, was to procure himſelf the pleaſure of 
declaring his Satisfaction to Jy{via in Per- 
ſon; but how to accompliſh it, without a 
little of her prudent Management, he was at 

a loſs; but, that he might the eaſier effect 
it, he reſolved to beg her Aſſiſtance, as he 
did in this Letter. | | 
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To STLYV IA. 


MaDaM, 

AM cxtremely arp 1 you mould mil in- 

terpret my good Meaning, by thinking 
that thoſe Praiſes, which are only due to 
you, were ſpoken by way of Ridicule: no, 
Madam, by Heavens, I meant no Ill, but 
only to declare how much I love; nay, ev'n 
adore your Perſon. You don't believe this, 
but it is becauſe I am not admitted to con- 
vince you of your Error. For God's ſake, 
alter that ſevere Sentence, where you tell 
me, I muſt expect to meet with the utmoſt 
Reſolution of oppoſing my Deſigns: far be 
ſuch obſtinate Cruelty from your Heart; be 
more compaſſionate to your Lover, to rid 
me of that cruel Uncertainty? And what 
would enhance my Pleaſure, would be your 
kind acceptance of theſe trifling Pieſents. 
Oh! Madam, how happy ſhould I be, to be 
bleſt with one quarter of an hour's conver- 
ſation with your dear Self, There is nothing 
but your Will wanting to procure me that 
Happineſs, when I can expreſs my ſelf better 
than by writing. I wait with the greateſt 
Impatience, 


Dear MAD AM, 


The Favour of your ANSWER. 
ALEXTS. 


AFTER 


5 3 7 
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AFTER Alexis had finiſh'd this Letter, 
he ſought for Simo; and, having found him, 
order'd him to give it S]. Fimo, who 
knew what a bad reception he had with the 
former, was at a loſs how: to behave with 
this : but, having been in France, like other 
Travellers, had brought from thence a bonne 
Aſſurance : ſo watching his Opportunity, 
he gave it Sy/via; who took it with a Smile 
that very much afſtoniſh'd Simo, when he Icaſt 
expected it. He wonder'd to ſee ſo great /a 
difference between the receipt of the two 
Letters, but imputed it to his own Cunning; 
which was more owing to Hluia's Conduct, 
who was now wholly taken up with Alexts's 
Letter, and the Preſents, which were very 
fine. After having well viewed them, ſhe 
made her Acknowlegments in this manner. 


To ALEXIS... 
SIR 7 | Fn, | | 
ITH what Retroſpe&t muſt I behold 
the many Inſinuations and Arts you 
young Gentlemen uſe to betray poor inno- 
cent credulous, young Ladies, and ſacrifice 
them afterwards. to your Ambition; and then 
leave them the Scorn and Ridicule of the 
World? If you ſhould differ from all others, 
twould be ſomething miraculous : but how 

can 
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can I entertain ſuch a Thought from ſuch 
volatile inconſtant Humours, as your Sex in 
general are addicted to? As to your Preſents, 
I like them, becauſe the Workmanſhip is ex- 
cellent; and by way of Retaliation, that they 
may not ſeem the Pledges of Love, I ſend 
you a Ring, which is not of leſs: Value. 


Adicu. 
STLVI14, 


- ANCTIL4A, who was made the Mel. 
ſenget of this Preſent, was received by Alexis 
with the greateſt Joy imaginable. After 
abundance of obliging Acknowledgments for 
the Favour he had receiv'd, he diſmiſs' d her. 
Oh! how were his Thoughts taken up, not 
only with flattering himſelf of his being be- 
lovd; — which he kiſs'd a thou- 
ſand times, he look d upon as an undeniable 
proof of it. How ardently and affectionately 
did he pray for his lovely Sylvia? ſure ne- 
ver was Man in ſuch Raptures. This, un 

doubtedly, made him more eager to ſee her; 
his Mind was now wholly employ'd, when, 
where, how, and which way he could effect 
it. But tis in Love as in all other things, it 
has its Bitters as well as Sweets; for, Caſpus, 
jealous that ſome other was mote happy than 
ever he was like to be in Huis, by her 
utter Averſion for him, -did not think him- 
ſelf ſo difagreeable but that his Riches might 


make an Equivalent, ſought all poſſible * 
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of diſcovering it; he thereupon, by a Sum 
of Money, bribed Anciila to his Intereſt, who, 
for the Lucte of Gain, was fo baſe as to be. 
tray her Miſtreſs. Alexis, as I ſaid before, 

imagining himſelf the happieſt Man alive, 
thought proper to acknowledge his Satisfae- 
tion, and the Pleaſure he had receiv'd 3 which 
he did by the following * 121 2 


To & TLY1 Fi 


Mapan, 5 


3 UR Billet gave ee 
Pleaſure, that you keep my Preſents on 
any Terms; they will put you in mind of 
my Paſſion: tis true, they were but of ſmall 
Value; yet do not deſpiſe the Offerings of 
Love. As for your Ring, it ſhall never go 
off my Finger, which, inſtead of you, III 
moiſten with my Kiſſes. Aſſure yourſelf, my 
deareſt Sylvia, of finding in me a Soul void 
of all Flattery and Diſſimulation ; and let 
my Actions juſtify my Merit; and then you'll 
find that never Breaſt burn'd with a more 
ardent Flame of pure Love, than does now 
that of your moſt faithful Alexis. 


FTM O, as uſual, executed his Com- 
mands with the utmoſt Zeal and Integrity. 
Happy had it been for our two Lovers, if 
Ancilla had not becn leſs faithful, Joy at 


that 


* 
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that time wholly employ'd the Heart of the 
beauteous Hluia; who, now confirm'd of 
Atexis's Love by this Letter, (ſo apt are we 
to believe what we would have ſo, ) reſolv'd 
to ſtudy nothing ſo much as their future 
Happineſs : ſo that now ſhe intended, by this 
Letter, to let her dear Alexis. KOO lame 
part of her Sentiments. 


To ALEXIS. 


SIR, 

MUST own, your Conduct hitherto has 
been regulated with all the Caution and 
Reſpect of a Gentleman; which induces me 
to believe you have not been altogether ro- 
mantick: but, that I may confide in your 
Sincerity, if you would endeavour to increaſe 
the good opinion I have already entertain d 
of you, you muſt continue it with all ima- 
ginable Care ever to have any ſhare in my 
Affections. But, ſhould I proceed to a fur- 
ther declaration, you would, perhaps, think 
me guilty of that too common Weakneſs our 
Sex is ſubject to: however, blame me not 
for making uſe of your own Words; 


Weak, tho we are, to love is no hard Task; 


And Love Jer Love i is all that Heaven 4 
(45 


Sr 571 VIA. 
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P * 

 CASPUSYS; who was never idle to find 
our any thing that might diſturb the Happi- 
neſs of the two Lovers, was ſo fortunate as, 
by the Treachery of Ancilla, to intercept 
Hlvias Letter. Oh! the Curſes that he in- 
voked to fall upon the heads of the two 
innocent Lovers, when he too plainly ſaw 
how ſtrongly their Paſſions were united : fill'd 
with Rage and Madneſs, in having a Rival 
that was much his Superior in any thing but 
Riches, vow'd he would ſacrifice A/exzs to 
his Revenge; he went home almoſt diſtracted 
with Paſſion, and the next Morning ſent him 


a Challenge. Alexis was ſurpriſed to receive 
2 Challenge from a Gentleman he never 
knew: however, Courage being the leaſt” 


thing he wanted, he did not fail of the Ap- 
pointment, where he found his Antagoniſt 
expecting him with the greateſt Impaticnce: 
Alexis deſired to know the cauſe of their 
Duel, and which way he had offended, hay- 
ing never till then laid eyes of his Adver- 


ſary. To be brief, Caſpus told him, he look'd 
upon him as his Rival in Huia; and except 


he would immediately yield up all his Preten- 
ſions tohim, he muſt diſpute it with the Sword, 
O Sir, ſaid he, if that's the Motive, I am 
ready to give you all imaginable Satisfaction; 
and am proud of the Honour f drawing in 
her Cauſe. Come; come, ſaid fe, teach your 


Sword the dialect. They both drew, and 


1 for 
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for a long while maintained their ſtations 
with intrepid Bravery ; both being dubious 
which ſhould remain Victor, till Alexis 
luckily wounded his Enemy ſo that he fell 
at his feet: he begg'd his Pardon, and con- 
feſſed how he had intercepted as Letter, 
which he gave him. That ſo much enraged 
Alexis, that he had much ado to forbear 
taking what Caſpus had juſtly forfeited : but 
Reaſon overcame Paſſion, and he freely for- 
gave him. Caſpuss Wounds proved not 
mortal, ſo that in a few days he was able 
to go abroad. In the mean time Alexis, 
proud of the opportunity of acquainting 
Sylvia with this Adventure, and the pleaſure, 
which her Letter gave him ſoon furniſhed 


him with a ſubje& for this Letter, 


To STLVIA. 


MADAM, 


O vile a Treachery as Ancilla has been 
guilty of, perhaps, you never heard of: 
it was a perfect Providence that brought me 
to the knowledge of it. She deliver d your 
dear Letter into the hands of Caſpus, who 
the next day ſent me a Challenge; when, 
proud of the Honour of maintaining my 
Pretenſions to you, both Love and Fortune 
gave me a Victory. No Tongue but my own. 


can Eee the Pleaſure I received by your 
dear 
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dear Letter. Nothing ſure can equaliſe my 
Joy in having gained ſo ſweet a declaration. 
Oh! now my dear, my lovely charming 
Sylvia! might I have Crowns of Gold, I'd 
part with all to be poſſeſſed of thee : never 
diſtruſt. my Love, but always think to . 
a height it is ſtill aſpiring. 


Belov'd of thee, what Horror can appear | 
Worthy my Anger, Sorrow, or my Fear ? 


ALEXIS. 


ALEXIS with this Letter ſent a very 
fine Ring of great Value, the Gold inter- 
woven with a burning Heart and à Device, 


which was, 
Pour Tot Seule 3 


which pleaſed Hluia extremely, who was 
almoſt at a Nonplus what Mcalures to take 
with Ancilla: The conſider d that, if ſhe kept 
her, ſhe would be a Spy upon her Actions; 
if ſhe turned her away, ſhe would expoſe all 
their Amour to Bracc bus ſo that ſhe could 
not tell What they might have cauſe to fear 
from that: the reafon was, that Alexis was 
not endowed with the Gifts of Fortune in 
ſo plentiful a manner as Bracchus ; but was 
in nothing elſe inferior to him. In ſhort, ſhe 
thought it beſt to conform her Conduct to 
the French Phraſe, 


De deux Maux il faut eviter le pire ; 
13 that 


116 The Amours and Adventures of 


that was to keep Ancilla, but never truſt her 


again. If I am bit once, it may be another's 
Fault; but if twice, my own. It was not 
difficult to imagine what Surpriſe Alexis's 
Letter cauſed in Sy/via, when ſhe ſaw how 
nearly it concerned them both to be cauti- 
ous of their Proceedings. In ſhort, this Ad- 
venture did no hurt at all, as it was fo luckily 
order'd, but put them both upon their guard, 
and diſcovered the Treachery both of Caſpus 


in corrupting of Ancilla, and ſhe in betray- 


in g of Hlvia. 


STLPF TA, by ths loſs of her tucche. 4 


rous Confident, was now deprived of a 


Bearer, and was obliged to a& with a great 


deal of Caution and Circumſpection. After 
a few days had paſſed, Simo told her, that 


Bracchus was determined to viſit his Coun- 


try-Seat for a Fortnight, which was no diſ- 
agreeable News to Sy/v7a; thinking that in 
his Abſence ſhe might give Alexis a Meeting: 
ſhe long'd to let him know what hopes ſhe 
had of ſeeing him. At laſt ſhe thought, as 
Simo was faithful to Alexis, he would not 


be otherwiſe to het; 10 intruſted him with 


this Letter. 


To 
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To ALEXIS. 


SIR, 


HE Fidelity you repoſe in Simo makes 

me follow your Example. Think how 
great my Surpriſe muſt be at the Contents 
of your Letter, when you told me the Dan- 
ger you had been expos'd to. Ah! Alexis, 
how could you ſo caſily hazard your Life for 
a Woman you hardly knew ? tho' my Weak- 
neſs has compelled me to let you know part 
of my Sentiments, you muſt certainly ſet but 
little Value upon it, to be fo fond of ex- 
poling it to ſuch imminent Dangers: did 
you but know how much I prize it, you 
would be more cautious, *Tis probable a 
little time may furniſh us with an opportu- 
nity of diſcourſing other ways than by Let- 
ters in my Father's Abſence, who, as Simo 
informs me, intends to leave London for a 
Fortnight. I like your Ring, of all things, 
except the Device; which ſeems to imply 
that you burn for me alone. Ah! Alexis, 


don't ler me tax you with Infidelity. 


ST-LVIA. 


8 I MO was cnickly diſpatched with this 
Letter to Alexis, who, overjoy'd at the 


ſi Sh of him, Simo, (ſays he) my Friend, ho- 
I 3 fares 
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fares the lovely Sy/via? Oh! Sir, ( laid he) 
ſhe is well; and I believe, wants nothing to 
compleat her Happineſs but your Company. 
Really, Simo had much better grounds for 
what he ſaid then, than before. After that 
Alexis diſmiſs'd him, and retired to read 
her Letter. Every Minute ſeemed an Age 
till the time of Bracchus's Departure was 
come, when Jy/via found no other obſtacle 
of ſeeing him but her Aunt; all her Thoughts 
were employ'd to remove that, but Fortune 
favoured her with a means the next day : 
for, a Relation of hers came to make her 
Auat a Viſit, who very much ſollicited H 
via to. accompany her there the next day; 
which. ſhe promiſed to do. The. appointed 
hour being come, Hluia pretended to be 
taken very ill on a ſudden, and counterfeited 
a Swoon: but recovering herſelf, which ſhe 
had no great Trouble to do, ſhe. begg'd her 
Aunt to go; and, if ſhe was better, (which 
ſhe made no. great doubt of, being conſcious 
how bad ſhe was) ſhe would follow her : 

which ſhe, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting the 
Policy, did. She was no ſooner. gone, bur 
Sytvia diſpatch'd away a Meſſenger to Alexis 
to let him know of the favourable oppor» 
tunity. I muſt ſay they were both very for- 
tunate; for, had the Meſſenger ſtaid two 
minutes. longer, ſhe had certainly miſs'd of 
Alexis, who was juſt then going to viſit a 


particular Friend of his, I need not "oy 
| OW 
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how long he was before he arrived at Sy/- 
via's Houſe; only aſſure you, that the Grafs 
did not grow under his feet: no, no, Love 
gave him Wings; he was conducted to the 
Garden- Gate by the Meſſenger, where he 
was no ſooner arrived, but ia, who had 
waited with the greateſt Impatience, flew 
down to receive him. 'Tis impoſlible to ex- 
preſs the Satisfaction our two Lovers receiv d 
at the ſight of each other. Ah! my Siluia, 

my Life,” my Soul, ( ſaid Alexis) now I have 
found thee alone; now all my Wiſhes are 
accompliſhed, that I embrace you without a 
Witneſs of our Actions. Oh! my Sylvia, 
(continued he) for you alone I live, and to 
you alone I owe this Happineſs. Hlvia 
thinking herſelf thoroughly convinc'd of the 
Truth, anfwer'd him in the following man- 
ner; Alas! ſaid ſhe, to what Dangers have 
you expoſed yourſelf! what need of more 
Words? It is now evident that I am moſt 
dear to your Heart; and I have now made 
trial of your Love, and am convinced, by 
many certain proofs, of the Sincerity of your 
Affections. You ſhall not find me backward 
in my Acknowledgments ; let but the Gods 
give us a proſperous Fate, and a happy event 
to our Amour, as long as Life animates theſe 
Limbs, none ſhall have any power in Sy/via 
but my Alexis. In theſe and ſuch like En- 
dearments did they paſs the Evening, giving 


the moſt faithful Aſſurances of an eternal 
I 4 Fide- 
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Fidelity to each other, till the time they 

thought would be moſt proper for Alexis to 
\ depart which cruel Separation: they were 
forced to admit of, tho' much againſt their 
Inclinations : Alexis, Fortune's Favourite, 
was hardly gone an hundred Paces from the 
Houſe, but the Coach returned with her 
Aunt; when ſhe, to give her pretended In- 
diſpoſition a better Look, ran up-ſtairs, and 
threw. herſelf upon her Bed, pretending to 
have been there ever ſince, and that ſhe was 
juſt as ſhe left her. The old Lady little think- 


ing how happy ſhe had been; began to pity 


her, and adminiſter all the Comfort that 


was requiſite for one in her Condition; ſhe 


immediately, by the Advice of her Aunt, 
went to Bed, where ſhe was at full Leiſure 
to reflect upon the pleaſing Eames; and her 
paſt Happineſs. 


ALE XI F, on the other band, Was 
tranſported beyond himſelf ; he ſet no Bounds 
to his unlimited Fancy. Oh! the ſweet Ideas 
that that Night filled the Minds of our two 
Lovers! no proſpe& of any thing but their 
future Happineſs; all their Thoughts were 
now employ'd upon another Aſſignation; 
they were both at a great loſs what to do 
for Simo, Bracchus having taken him with 
him ; but, as they were both very fortunate, 
they were not long without their wiſhed-for 
e for, Sylvia s Aunt being taken very 

| ill. 


ry 


\ 
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ill, ſo that ſhe was obliged to keep her Cham- 


ber, furniſned them with Opportunities 1 
moſt every day. 


BY this time Bracchus was upon his Re- 
turn, of which the faithful Sim took care 
to advertiſe Alexis time enough to prepare 
Hlvia to be in a readineſs to receive him. 
Bracchus, being arrived at his Habitation, 
was received by Hluia with all the Joy ima- 
ginable; but was concerned to find his Siſter 
ill, who in a few days recover'd. Slvia, 
who had no Mother alive, look d upon her 


Aunt as ſuch; who had as much care of, 


all her Actions as a Mother could have. In 
ſhort, ſhe was too circumſpect; notwithſtand- 
ing which, ſhe was ſometimes deceived, as 
will appear by the Sequel: for, Caſpus, who 
was now very well recover'd of his Wounds, 
was reſolved, notwithſtanding his late Diſaſ- 
ter with Alexis, by any means to compaſs 
his deſire with Hai; ſo that he thought 
it the beſt way to addreſs himſelf to Brac- 
chus, knowing him to be a rich Man, and' 
one that would not marry his. Daughter to 
any one inferior to her, cither-in Birth or 
Fortune; which he had in abundance: ſo, 
truſting to his Riches for his chief Introduc-- 
tion; which now-a-days is a very prevailing 
one, he finds out Bracchas, propoſcs a Match 
tor his Daughter, offering ro make her any 
Settlement he ſhould require. Gold opened 

the 


by 
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the Eyes and Ears of Bracchus, ſo that they 
agreed but too well; for Bracchus, from 
that time, gave him free acceſs to his houſe, 
and ordered Sylvia to entertain him. This 
was certainly a great ſhock to H luia, to 
ſee a Man ſhe hated ſo nigh her; eſpecially, 
to be introduced by her Father, with his 
Commands to receive him. You may ima- 
gine what a reception he had from $/v4a, 
who told him, all his Endeavours would be 
in vain z and that, like Spun, his ſtone 
would end where they began: ſo begg'd to 
be free from his Importunities. In ſhort, 
ſhe told him ſhe hated him; and that no- 
thing but her Duty to her Father ſhould have 
compell'd her to ſpeak to him; and further 
_ aſſured him, that after that time ſhe would 
never ſee him: in ſhort, told him, ſhe was 
engaged to Alexis, Caſpus was very much 
enraged to be ſo received, who before had 
thought himſclf ſure of Succeſs; he endea- 
voured by all the Speeches he was able, to 
prevail with Sylvia to permit him only the 
Happinefs of ſeeing her ſometimes; which 
ſhe utterly denied: fo that, finding all his 
Rhetorick in vain, he took his leave; which 
gave SyFvia an opportunity of writing the 
tollowing Letter. | 


To 
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To ALEXTS. 


SIR, 


Y Surpriſe is ſo great that I hardly 
know what I write. Caſpus that 
Villain has prevailed with my Father to in- 
troduce him to me, with his Commands to 
entertain him, when he had the Boldneſs to 
tell me, he only wanted my Conſent to- 
make him happy. No, no, my Dear, my 
Reſolutions are too firmly fix'd ever to be 
removed: none but Alexis ſhall ever ſhare 
my Heart. Oh! how ſeaſonable à little of 
your Advice would be to me for the ma- 
naging of this Affair! I beg you won't fail 
of the firſt opportunity of letting me hear 
from you; which will be an inexpreſſible 


pleaſure to 
My Dear, 
Tow STLVIA. 


THIS Letter cauſed no little Surpriſe in 
Alexis at the Temerity of Caſpus; however, 
Hlvias Letter was a ſufficient Satisfaction to 
Alexis of the Reception he had met with, 
which did not a little pleaſe him: ſo, ac- 
cording to Hluias deſire, he wrote the fol- 


lowing Letter. 
To 
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7 STLFYITA. 


MApAM, 


MUST confeſs 1 am, not a "linle lar. 

priſed at Caſpuss Proceedings, but more 
pleaſed with yours. I beg, my Dear, nothing 
may make you uneaſy. As to ourſelves, we 
muſt proceed with all the Caution and Se- 
crecy imaginable, for fear your Father ſhould, 
by his Vigilance. over all your Actions, per- 
ceive that which J fear Caſpus will, if he 
has not already diſcover'd to him; L mean 
our Amour. I muſt confeſs, my Life, I am 
in ſome Anxicty about it; therefore, as you 
are diſcreet in all your Adions, I am not 
dubious; of your being the ſame in this, both 
for my Eaſe, and your own; the Incquality 
of our preſent Fortunes being the motives 
that may probably urge him to an Enquiry, 
which, when known, will undoubtedly be 
the immediate means of our Separation. Con- 
ſulr your Heart, my Dear, and ſee if you 
have Fortitude enough to face an angry Fa- 
ther : far be it that ever you ſhould on my 
account. Our Cauſe, tis true, is juſt, we 
have Honour and Innocence on our lide ; 
and now, if we meet with any oppoſition to 
impede our Love, it muſt be Avarice or Am- 
bition; ſo, my Sy/via, I rely wholly on 


your Diſcretion for the management of this 
Affair, 
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Affair, which will either end in the utter 
Ruin, or entire Happineſs of 


My Life, 
Tour uneaſy, but ever conſtant 
ALEXIS. 


CASPUS, in the mean time, enraged 
at Sy{via's Denial, thought to revenge him- 
ſelf on Alexis would be but Folly, having 
had ſuch bad Succeſs before; ſo that he 
thought his only Revenge would be to raiſe 
up new Inquietudes for the two Lovers, by 
acquainting Bracehus with their Amour. In 
ſhort, he divined but too well; for, having 
found him, he told him after whiat manner 
Sluia had treated him, which a little vexcd 
Bracchus, who promiſed Caſpus to uſe the 
Authority of à Father, if ſhe refuſed to ad- 
mit of his Addreſſes. To ſtrengthen his Cauſe 
the more, he told him he was well aſſured 
of the reaſon why ſhe did it. Bracehus be- 
gan to ſmell 'a Rat, gueſſing that he had a 
Rival; and deſired, if he valued his Friend- 
ſhip, he would hide nothing from him, but 
declare what he knew; that he might, for 
the future, know how- to regulate. his Pro» 
ceedings. To be brief, he told him of A. 
lexiss making his Addreſſes to Hvuia, and 
what return he had; neither did he forget 

to 
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to tell him how he intercepted Sy/via's 

Letter, by the means of Ancilla: all which 
things ſeem d a Myſtery to Bracchus, who 
promiſed Caſpus to inſpet into what he had 
told him. Caſpus thank d him, ſaying, he 
hoped the Will of the Father would be obey d, 
ſo departed very well ſatisfied at what he had 
done. Sylvia, in the mean time, was wholly 
taken up with Alexiss Letter; which ſtreng. 
'thened the Reſolution ſhe before had taken of 
being none but his, let what would happen. 


Caſpu 


s was no ſooner gone, but Bracchus 


called Sy/v:4 into his Study; who trembled 


at the mere apprehenſion of what he was 
going to ſay, being but too good a diviner 
of his ſentiments. | 


STLVYIA was no ſooner come to her 
Father but he began thus; Madam, ſaid he, 
Pray, what is the reaſon that you refuſe to 
obey my Commands in entertaining — 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, I always made it my ſtudy to 
be obedient to your Will; and think myſelf 
happy in ſo good a Father. I am ſenſible, 
continued ſhe, of the Duty that is due to 
vou as a Parent; and will never be guilty 
of the leaſt Diſobedience, when under no 
unreaſonable Command. Are then my Com- 
mands unreaſonable? ſaid he. Pardon me, 
Sir, ſaid Sia, if I ſay, in this Caſe 1 
cannot comply with them but with the 


_— reluctancy. Pray, ſaid he, your oy 
on 


ere 


6— rr 
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ſon? You have, Sir, continued the charming 
Sylvia, commanded me to receive a. Man, 
Thoſe Perſon I can never like; and is eyery 
way diſagreeable to me: his Riches might 
make him agreeable to ſome other Woman 
leſs difficult ; but, at preſent, I have no in- 
clination to Marriage. I beg you would not 
force me to do any thing involuntary. Sup- 
poſe, ſays the cunning Bracehus, the Perſon 
changed; and, inſtead of Caſpus, it was 
Alexis, would it then be any unreaſonable 
Command! Sy/via was ſenſibly touch'd at 
that queſtion; but, looking on the ground, 
ſaid, ſhe hardly knew him. Well enough, 
continued he, to ſend Letters to him. She 
delired to know who had done her that 
piece of ſervice? He told her Caſpus. Who, 
ſhe ſaid, was a vile Fellow. Have a care, 
ſaid he, I don't prove it all true; and ſo 
ordered her to retire. This Lecture cauſed: 
a great deal of uneaſineſs in her, who, the 
fit opprtunity, ſent the e Letter to 
Alexis. 


/ 


To ALEXIS. 


SIR, 


V Expectations haye not failed in the 
leaſt; for, yeſterday my Father ſent 


for me into his Study, where he told me 


that I. had an Intrigue with you's, and of the 
Letter 


— — — —— — ——— ö 9 — —P 
—— — - 
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Letter that Caſpus intercepted : to both which 
I anſwered in the negative. You ſee, my 
Dear, how I was catechis'd. In your laſt 
you ask d me, if I had Courage enough to 
face an angry Father? do you think that J 
have not enough to ſupport your Claim and 
my Choice, but muſt yield to an Interview 
with every Coxcomb my Father has a mind 
to for his Son. At what rate ſhould I eſteem 
— Univerſe without the lovely Alexis? 
even as nothing. Can J ever prove falſe to 
one ſo deſerving as yourſelf? no, my Dear, 
aſſure yourſelf of the reverſe; and think, that 
never any Woman loved with more Vehe- 
r and mann than your 


8 TLVIA. 


Wich t this Letter Sylvia ſent the following 
pris. 2m Acroftick. - 


All that I love, 1 all that I en, 
Meets in Alexis, ſure no Touth's like him; 
T , in his Features, and in his Mind, can fee 
# N othing but Pleaſure, Love, Felicity : 
4 'T is he that's Regent of my Heart, not I. 
O nly am truſted, as tuere with the K 8 
R eftoring * Po him that 158 1 me. 


"WHT LE thoſe We were tranſafting, 


 Bracchus,” who was reſolved to know the 
Truth 
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Truth of what Caſpus had told him, ſent 
for Ancilla, and queſtioned her in every par- 
ticular; to which ſhe ( having found ſhe had 
for ever loſt S$y/via's Favour) made no ſcruple 
of giving him a real Account: he asked her 
how long it was ſince their firſt acquaint- 
ance? and how it began? To all which ſhe 
anſwered. After Bracchus had well exami- 
ned every Circumſtance, and finding nothing 
that he could alledge againſt either of them 
from her Confeſſion ; but that every Action 
of theirs was regulated with Prudence, Mo- 
deſty and Diſcretion z and their only Fault 
was the love they bore cach other, he thought 
Caſpus and Ancilla the moſt culpable : ſo, 
as a Reward for her good Service and Fide- 
lity to her Miſtreſs, ſent her packing. This 
afforded ſome pleaſure to Sy/vza, to be rid 
of a Spy. A few days after, Caſpus went to 
viſit Bracchus, full of expectation to be en- 
tertained by ia in a leſs rigorous manner 
than before; but was very much ſurpriſed 
when he ſaw how coldly he was received 
by Bracchus : not imagining in the leaſt but 
by that time he would have compelled . 
via to receive him. In ſhort, Bracehus tol 
him in a few Words, that he could not pre 
vail with Sylvia; and that he would do no- 
thing againſt her Inclinations : that ſhe had 
a mortal Averſion for him, ſo defired that he 
would give him no farther Trouble about 


her; ſhe being, as he underſtood, otherwiſe 
K en- 
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engaged. Caſpus beg'd leave to ſpeak to 
her himſelf, which he refuſed, making uſe 
of Caſpus's own Words, when he thought 
 Bracchus would have compelled her to marry 
him; that the Will of the Father muſt be 
obey'd. Caſpus abruptly took his leave with 
the utmoſt Indignation, to ſce how he was 
'balked. 


SI MO took ſpecial care, in the mean 
time, to deliver Sy/via's Letter to Alexis, 
who was extremely pleaſed with the immu- 

table Conſtancy of his dear Sy/via: he 
thought every minute an Age till he had de- 
clared his Satisfaction of being ſo happy; 

which he did by this Letter. 


To STLVIA. 


MADAM, 


I WANT Words to expreſs the Pleaſure 
.&A I am now involved in, cauſed by your 
dear Letter. Have a care, my Soul, leſt you 
form a Reſolution that may not be only 
undutiful, but prejudicial alſo: conſider, that 
if you diſoblige your Father, to what a Dil- 
advantage he may turn your Diſobedience 3 
you ought rather to act the Fox's Part, ſince 

both our Happineſs entirely depends on his 

Pleaſure. Uſe him with all the Humility and 

Obedience imaginable; be conformable - 
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all his Humours, entertain whoever he com- 
mands you, and uſe them with Reſpect, till 
at laſt you will, by your wiſe Conduct, ſo 
far inſinuate yourſelf into his Favour, that 
he'll think you have no more need of his 

ternal Cate to direct yout Choice; but 
think you diſcreet enough to make yourſelf 
happy. Adieu! my Soul. 


ALEXIS. 


S IMO, who waited while Alexis wrote 
this Letter, was the Bearer thereof, together 
with theſe extempore Verſes: 


To. 87 V14. 


; [7 KE to an Angel come from Heaven, you, 
At the firſt ſight appeared to my view; 
Struck withſurprize, on ſo much Beauty gaz d, 

Till you had in my Soul a Paſſion rais d: 
Encreaſing ev'ry moment, till it came 
Into a painful, but a pleaſing Flame. 
My Thoughts, my Words, and all my Action: 
tod, 20 | 

Both day and night, were all employ'd on you : 
My Mind thus tortur d, all my hopes were this, 
That you'd conſent to love, and crown my Bliſs. 
A Thought, you'll ſay, ſo dubious for a Lover, 
Who did not dare my Paſſion to diſtover : 

| K 2 By 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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By Love embolden'd, Ireſolu d to ſee 
Whether my Perſon, Love, or Fate's Decree, 


Could gain admittance unto one ſo fair; 


That I my love: ſicł Paſſion might declare: 

Encourag d thus, to my dear Object came; 

Who ſoon with equal ardour. met my flame : 

Bleſs'd with ſo ſweet returns, as Love and 
; Ea ſe, 


What is there equal to my Happineſs ? 
BRACCHUS was not long finding 


out who Alexis was: for, happening to meet 
with one that knew him, he gave him an 
exact and impartial Account of him, his Fa- 
mily and Fortune. In ſhort, nothing would 
have pleaſed Bracchus fo well as he, had he 
been ſo fortunate to have had an Eſtate an- 
ſwerable to his Merit: but, as Bracchus was 
naturally covetous, he did not think him, by 
reaſon of that defect, a fit Match for Sy/uza; 
ſo that he reſolved to prevent all future Cor- 
reſpondence between them. To be the more 
ſecure in the Enterpriſe, he took into the 
Houſe an elderly Perſon named Ftrega, in 
the room of Ancilla; one that he was ſure 
he could confide'in, to be an Argus over 
SyFovia, In the mean time, a Misfortune 
happened that was cauſe of Uneaſineſs to 
both our Lovers: for Simo, their only Am- 
baſſador, being intoxicated with too much 
Liquor, fell from his Horſe, and broke his 

Arm. 
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Arm. During the time of his Illneſs, Alexis, 
very impatient to hear from Hlvuia, oftem 
ſought him, but to no purpoſe ; wondering 
he never ſaw him, nor heard from luia; 
who at the ſame time was as uneaſy as 
poſſible to let him know of the Accident, 
but could truſt no-body. As a Woman's In- 
vention is never long upon the rack, ſhe 
ſoon thought of a pretty way of doing it, 
which was thus: She pretended a great con- 
cern for poor Simo's Misfortune, as indeed 
ſhe had; fo that ſhe ordered it to be printed 
in the Gazette, that Simo, one of the Ser- 
vants of Bracchus, had the Misfortune to 
fall from a Horſe, and break his Arm; be- 
ing well aſſured that, by that means, Alexis 
would certainly know rhe cauſe of his not 
hearing from her. In ſhort, her Policy had 
the deſired effect; for Alexis, the next day, 
to his great Concern, read it: but yet it af- 
forded him ſome Satisfaction, in freeing him 
from a thouſand doubts, which had before 
filled his mind ; he immediately attributed it 
to the Cunning of his dear H, O my 
Soul! ſaid he, how wittily have you eaſed 
your Lover of a thouſand Uncertainties by / 
this Stratagem! In ſhort, their only Remedy 
was Patience till Simo was recovered, and 
able to go abroad; which he could no ſooner 
do, than Slvuia ſent him with a Letter, and 
her Picture in Miniature to Alexis. 


K 3 To. 
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To ALEXIS. 


S IR, 


MUST beg the continuance of your 
Patience to read my long Epiſtle; I much 
fear it will put it to the trial: I have fo 
many things to ſay, that I don't know where 
to begin, Tis a compoſition of Joy, Con- 
cern and Sorrow. My Joy conſiſts in being 
freed from two of the greateſt Troubles of 
our Repoſe, Caſpus and Ancilla, who my 
Father has diſcarded, in recompence of her 
good ſeryice ; and Caſpus, whom he has for- 
bid ever troubling me again : next, my con- 
cern is for poor Simo, who had been ſo un- 
fortunate as to break his Arm: and laſtly, 
my Sorrow conſiſted in being, by that means, 
deprived of the pleaſure of hearing from 
my dear Alexis. I here ſend you my Pic- 
ture, which perhaps, you may eſteem as well 
as the Original. I intend to make uſe of 
your Advice, and have already put it in exe- 
cution : if you really love me, as you pre- 
tend you do, convince me of whatever Suſ- 
picion I may have on that head, by your 
immediate Anſwer. I remain, | 


Dear ALEx1s, 
Tours, SYLVIA. 


SIMQ' 
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SIM O's Arm not healing ſo faſt as was 
expected, wrought abundance of Fears, Doubts, 
ealouſies and Suſpicions, which alternately 
filled the mind of Alexis, and flung him into 
a violent Fever, ſo that the Phylicians almoſt 
deſpaired of his Recovery. This was the Con- 
dition he was in, when he was told that Si- 
mo would ſpeak with him; who, ſtarting up 
in Bed, order'd him to come to him, deſiring 
thoſe who attended to retire; for he had 
ſomething of moment to impart to him. 
S710, ſays he, your Preſence never was more 
agreeable than at this time; do you bring 
me Life or Death? how does my Sylvia? 
Oh! Sir, ſaid he, ſhe's well; ſo giving him 
the Letter and Picture, which he kiſſed a 
thouſand times, ſaying, then he would not 
deſpair of living, ſince ſhe had wrought a 
Cure. After expreſſing his Concern for &i 
mo, he diſmiſs'd him, ordering him to tell 
Iyvia, ſhe might aſſure herſelf of his Obe- 
dience to her Commands as foon as his 
Health would permit him. Theſe things had 
ſo great an effect on Alexis, that it very 
much conduced to his ſpeedy Recovery, 
which in a few days he enjoy'd, ſo as to 
be able to walk about; when he wrote the 
following Letter. 
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MADAM, 

SHOULD ſend Health to the fair Hl. 

via in this Billet, but that I have not 
Stock enough left to make my Wiſhes ef- 
fectual. Oh! my Dear, what Inquietudes did 
I undergo, by not hearing from you in ſo 
long a time: Hope and Fear alternately took 
place in my breaſt, till at laſt I was unde- 
ccived of the Cauſe; a generous Pity ſeiz'd 
my Heart : but Time ſeemed to halt ſo, that 
the many Paſſions attending a dubious Cauſe 
in Love o'ercame me; a ſudden Illneſs ſeiz d 
me, attended with a violent Fever, which 
reduced me almoſt to the point of death; 
but your dear Letter came, and ſnatch'd me 
from the jaws of that King of Terror. Oh! 
my Soul, how am I indebted to you for your 
Generoſtty. Your Picture I kiſsd a hundred 
times. Oh! beſt of Women! how miſerable 
had I been without your Loye; but, being 
bleſs'd with it, your Virtues can never be 
extoll'd enough, by, 


My deareſt Sv wy 12, 
Tour happy ALR AIG. 


AFTER 
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AFTER Alexis had finiſhed this Letter, 
he was ſo fortunate as to light of Simo, to 
whoſe charge he committed it; who was 
no ſooner come home, but he deliver'd it to 
Sylvia ; who, a few days after, ſent the fol- 
lowing one to Alexis. 


SIR, 


OW ſhall I expreſs my Concern for 
the loſs of your Health : 1 know no 
way but by aſſuring you, that the loſs of 
my own would have been a leſs Trouble to 
me. Could but my Endeavours have contri- 
buted to the preferving of it, how willingly 
would I have offcr'd them? My Prayers, ne- 
yertheleſs, were not idle for the ſaving of a 
Life that's as dear to me as my own; which, 
conſidering thoſe things that interrupt our 
ſight, are the only aid I had power to af. 
ford you. I can only wiſh my Life Joy of 
your happy, Recovery; and give you freſh 
Aſſurances, that, whilſt I live, I will never 
own any Stile but that of 


Tour unchangeable SYLv1A. 


THIS 


\ 
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THIS Letter created in Alexis an un- 
common pleaſure; how ofren did he bleſs 
his Fate, in being ſo happy as to be beloved 
by one of the beſt.and moſt beautiful Ladies 
in the World. In ſhort, many envied his 
Happineſs; but none better deſerved it. A- 
lexis never miſled ſeeing SHluia once a day, 
at leaſt; but it was always at a diſtance, 
never nigh enough to ſpeak to each other; 
their only Converſation conſiſted in Letters. 
Thus did they live, and enjoy a perfe& 
Tranquility for a long while, without any 
thing occurring that gave them the leaſt Un- 
caſineſs, till Bracchus, who feared leſt Alexis 
ſhould become his Son, thought it the beſt 
way to procure one of his own chuſing ; 
that he might eraſe all Thoughts of Alexis 


in Hlvia. 


_ HAD he known what a difficult Task he 
had undertaken for himſelf, he would have 
been leſs officious; but, as moſt Men are 
fond of their own Inventions, ſo was he, 
eſpecially where Intereſt, his chicf Idol, was 
the motive. The Gentleman he pitch'd upon 
for his Son was called Furfante, one of a 
middle Age, not diſagreeable in his Perſon; 
and for Riches, was a ſecond Dives, and 
almoſt one in Nature too: However, to H. 
via all Men were now the ſame, Alexis ex- 


cepted. Bracchus propoſed this Match for 
8 N his 
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his Daughter, who begg'd leave to conſider 
of it: but ſtill, as often as he preſſed her 
for her Anſwer, ſhe put him off with ſome 
flight Pretence or other, till, at laſt, quite 
tired with Perſeverance, he expreſſed himſelf 
after this manner: I too plainly ſee, ſaid 
he, that no one can pleaſe you but Alexis; 
'tis evident enough: but Ill try if my Au- 
thority can't bring you to your Obedience. 
So left poor Sylvia in the greateſt Confu- 
ſion. Never till then did ſhe think ſhe ſhould 
be unhappy ; but now ſhe had all to fear: 
however, ſhe reſolved with herſelf, that every 
thing ſhould ſubmit to her intrepid Reſolu- 
tion. All your Aſſaults, ſaid ſhe, will be in 
vain. The next Morning ſhe had the morti- 
fication to be told by her new Argus, that 
'twas her Father's Commands ſhe ſhould pre- 
pare herſelf, againſt the morrow, to go to a 
Relation of his in Surrey; to whom he had 
already given the ſtricteſt Charge imaginable, 
that ſhe ſhould neither viſit, 'or be viſited by 
any-body. It was a pretty Place, ſituate about 
twenty Miles from London to be more 
narrowly watched, her Aunt was to accom- + 
pany her there, during her ſtay. The greateſt 
Trouble to her was, that ſhe had no- body 
ſhe could truſt to acquaint Alexis of her 
Departure, Simo being ſent before to accom- 
modate Things for their Reception. Whilſt 
ſhe was thus ruminating in the greateſt Per. 
plexity, looking out of a Window, ſhe mo 

pily 
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pily ſpied Alexis, to whom ſhe beckon'd: 
he no ſooner ſaw her, but flew to meet her. 


It happened very luckily, that Bracchus was 


juſt rhen gone from. home to prepare ſome 
Things for their Journey. Alexis, being 
come to the Door, was there met by Sylvia. 
Oh! my Alexis, ſaid ſhe, (throwing herſelf 
in his Arms,) now is the beginning of our 
Sorrows; now is my cruel Father endea- 
vouring to ſeparate us. Her Tears ſtopp'd her 
Speech, when Alexis made the following Re. 
ply. Our Bodies, ſaid he, he may, but our 
Souls he never can; ceaſe, my Soul, ſaid 
he, thoſe Tears give me death's Wound: 
was I too happy, juſt Heavens, continued. he, 
was I too happy, to ſee this cruel Separation! 
But what is it 1 ſay, my deareſt Sia? (hold- 
ing her in his Arms) if you are not againſt 
me, what is able to ſeparate our Hearts? Be- 
lieve me, Alexis, (ſaid ſhe, with a tender re- 


gard, that ſufficiently ſhewed her real ſenti- 


ments, ) tis death alone can part us; I am 
reſolved to venture all, and I promiſe you I 
will never alter my ſentiments : not that I 
am ſenſible of what I ſhall ſuffer, but all my 


Pains will be welcome to me, ſo long as 


they will contribute any thing towards the 
preſerving for you your Sylvia, Alexis, 
touch'd to the Heart with Love and Acknow- 
ledgment, told her every thing that may be 
called tender or obliging: but, expecting 
Bracchys eyery moment to interrupt their 


Hap- 
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Happineſs, they were forced to admit of that 
cruel Separation. 


ALEXIS, who had been at the 
Limner's for his Picture, which he intended 
to give Sylvia, gave it her then; and, after 
2 mutual Embrace, parted. Bracchus re- 
turned juſt after Alexis was gone; and the 
Coach, which waited only his return, took 
up Sylvia and her two Spies: which puts 
me in mind of an Italian Proverb, that may 
now be applied; 


E' meglio andar ſolo, che mall accompanatd. 


uſt ſo was it with Hylvia: being come to 

the end of their Journey, they were kindly 
received by Arabella; for ſo I ſhall call her 
Relation. Hlvia, whoſe mind was wholly 
taken up with the thoughts of her Separation 
from Alexis, was almoſt always alone, that 
ſhe might have full liberty to think, and give 
vent to her Paſſion. It would not have been 
difficult for Alexis to have found ſome way 
of ſeeing her, as Love has many inventions, 
notwithſtanding the diſtance of place, had ſhe 
but been ſenſible whither they were going to 
carry her, that then ſhe might have acquainted 
him when they parted. In ſhort, that was 
her chiefeſt Trouble; ſhe had now no Simo, 
nor any one ſhe could truſt to convey a 
Letter to Alexis, to acquaint him whither 
ſhe 
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ſhe was. conducted; yet did ſhe ' ſometimes 
hope that Simo would let him know: ne- 
vertheleſs, her Grief had ſo great an effect 
on her, as to throw her into a Fever; Com- 
pany, which is generally a ſort of Conſola- 
tion to ſick People, was quite the reverſe to 
SyFuia; for ſhe was never eaſy but when 
alone. In ſhort, ſhe continued ill for ſome 
time, till Arabella thought it proper to ac- 
quaint Bracchus of her Indiſpoſition. 


BRACCHUS being advertiſed of H. 
via Illneſs, immediately attributed the cauſe 
to be her Separation from Alexis: never- 
theleſs, he was very much concern'd, as hay- 
ing no other Child but ſhe, and order'd no- 


thing ſhould be wanting to perfect her Re. 


covery. Simo did not fail of letting Alexis 
know before, where Sy/vi4 was, who reſolved 
but now to ſec how ill ſhe was. He burſted 
out into this Exclamation, Oh ! unhappy Man, 
ſaid he, juſt when I thought to have my Joys 
commence, I am doom'd to hear this fatal 
News. Oh! Bracchus, continued he, why 


art thou ſo much the Enemy of my Repoſe 


Oh! my Hlvuia, what do you ſuffer! Oh! 
unhappy me, why was I born to be the cauſe 
of theſe thy Sufferings! nothing, my Soul; 
ſaid he, ſhall hinder me from ſceing you, 
on whoſe Life depends the repoſe of mine- 
In a few days Sy/via recovered her Health 
well enough to walk about for a little = 

| ne 
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One Evening, as ſhe was walking in the Gar- 
den, accompanied by her Aunt and Arabella, 
they heard a Key turn in the Gate, and one 
to ſay, Tis ſhe, tis ſhe : but they imagin d it 
to be the Gardener, knowing no one elſe had 
a Key to that Door, ſo took no more no- 
tice of it: but, to their great Surpriſe, were 
ſoon undeceiy'd ; for, Caſpus, (whoſe Reſo- 
lution it was to ſteal Sy/vza, notwithſtanding 
the Balks he had already met with,) with 
two others, were the Perſons they had heard, 
having got Intelligence that dy uia was there; 
who, rufhing in upon them, ſoon ſeized on 
Hluia, in order to carry her away by Force. 
They had juſt dragg'd her out of the Gate, 
and were going to mount her behind one of 
the Horſemen, when Alexis, who may very 
well be tiled the happy Lover, or, at leaſt, 
fortunate, had, for ſeveral Nights ſucceſlively, 
rode about the Houſe to ſee if he could eſpy 
Sylvia, was then coming by; when ſeeing 
three Men on horſe-back, and, hearing the 
Cries of a Woman, rode up to her Aſſiſtance. 
Oh! Gods, how great was his Surpriſe, when 
he ſaw twas the beauteous Hluia that was 
the Prize they were carrying off; but, as yet, 
was ignorant of the Offenders, they being all 
maſqued. Villains, ſaid he, deſiſt immediately, 
or your Lives ſhall pay for your Temerity. 
Hlvia, at that inftant perceiving her Deli- 
verer, fell into a Swoon. Caſpus and his 
Men, who truſted mare to their Number than 

their 
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their Courage, all drew, as did the undaunted 
Alexis: who, animated with Love and Re- 
venge, was all- this while maintaining his 
ground againſt three Men; till at laſt, wound: 
ing him who appear'd to be the chief, he 
dropp'd down ; whom the others thinking to 
be dead, they made a ſhameful Retreat, and 
left Alexis Victor, but not without Wounds 
in many places. In the Conflict, Caſpas's 
Mask flew off; ſo that Alexis knew him to 
be the Ringleader of all that Villany. Oh! 
Wretch, ſaid he, is it you? now death ſhall 
be the reward of your Perfidy. Sylvia all 
this while lay in the greateſt Agonies; when 
Alexis took her in his Arms, ſaying, Oh! 
my Sylvia] my Life! my Soul! look up, and 
behold Alexis. At that, ſhe began to revive 
a little. See, continu'd he, your Deliverer, 
guided by Love to free you from that Rogue 
Caſpus, whole Life ſhall now be at yout 
diſpoſal, Oh! Gods, (cry'd ſhe, being come 
to herſelf,) do I dream? what is it I ſee? 
are you Alexis? or only a Deluſion ? No, 
no, ſays he, my Soul, 'tis-no Deluſion, but 
your Lover, and Alexis. Juſt Heavens, cry d 
ſhe, is it poſſible? (and embracing him, ſaid, 
Oh ! my Dear, what Providence guided you 
to me now, to free me from an impending 
Danger ? how ſhall I acknowledge this Debt? 
an eternal Love, I fear, is too little; if not; 


aſſure yourſelf ll never be other's than my 


dear Alexiy's: ſure ſome divine Power directed 
= you 


Al ExIS and SYLVIA. 145 


you here to be my Deliverer. Oh! ſays he, 
I had almoſt forgot to take that Life, that 
has ſo often attempted to deprive me of my 
lovely Sy/via, (riſing up as if he had a mind 
to kill Caſpus, had not via, moved with 
a generous Pity, ſtopp'd him.) God forbid, 
my. Dear, ſaid ſhe, that you ſhould imbrue 
your dear Hands in Blood; ſuffer him rather 
to live, that he may repent of his Baſeneſs: 
telling him withal, that 'twas more noble to 
forgive an Enemy than to take his life. My 
Pleaſure, anſwered Alexis, will be ſufficient 
in obeying you; diſpoſe of him as you pleaſe. 
Alexis, whoſe Wounds began to bleed afreſh, 
beg'd leave of Sylvia to retire to a Houſe 
hard by, that they might be bound up; 
Whither ſhe (not daring to carry him to that 
of Arabella s,) . 9 2 and did 
that Office herſelf. | | 


SHE had not been there long before a 
Meſſenger came to her from Arabella, bay 
ing been ſeen to enter there : ſo that, after 
à mutual Embrace, promiſing Alexis a quick 
Return; and wiſhing him a ſpeedy Recovery, 
was obliged, for that time, to leave him. 
Hloia, 2 returned with the Meſſenger, 
found them all in the greateſt Diſorder ima- 
ginable ; neither did they in the leaſt miſtruſt 
that Alexis was the Perſon that had reſcued 
her: they all expreſſed their 50 that ſhe 
had e ſo well from the ands of the 
L "Rogues: 


E 
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Rogues. In ſhort, ſhe gave them an impar- 
tial account of all Caſpus's Proceedings, in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe omitted nothing 
that could enhance his Villany : ſhe expreſſed 
a great concern for the pretended Stranger, 
whoſe Wounds, ſhe told them, ſhe feared were 
dangerous; and. that Pity had led her to the 
Houſe where they found her. She told them 
alſo, that ſhe had bound them up as well as 
ſhe- could; but begg'd that they would pro- 
cure him a Surgeon, as ſhe ſaid, to ſearch 
more narrowly into them, for fear they 
ſhould prove mortal ; which ſhe thought but 
a reaſonable thing for one who had ventur d 


his Life for her. 


AS every one of them was ignorant who 
Alexis was, he paſſed very well for a Sttan- 
ger: indeed, his loſs of Blood made him 
look very pale and wan, ſo that Sy/vz4 begg'd 
they would often viſit him, and permit her 
to do the ſame; which they did, to the no 
ſmall Satisfaction of them both. The Houſe 
he was at was a Yeoman's, to whom he often 
expreſſed how ſenſibly he was obliged to 
them for their Hoſpitality, often promiſing 

them a Retaliation when well. 


SIL VIA concerted meaſures with her 
Aunt and Arabella, ſo as to keep it ſecret. 
Antonio (for ſo we muſt now call Alexis,) 


often bleſſed his good Fortune, now he 
thought 
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thought himſelf the moſt happy Man upon 
Earth: he often wonder d at the Oddneſs of 
that Adventure, which had procurcd him that 
Felicity. Sia was not leſs happy in her 
Thoughts, but longed for an Opportunity of 
expreſſing her Joy to her dear Antonio. In 
ſhort, there was no way left for it but by 
acquainting the Gentleman of the Houſe, his 
Wife and Daughter, of the whole Matter, 
and how Affairs ſtood between her and An- 
tonio; which, after a few days had paſled, 
ſhe did: till then, ſhe never had an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to him alone ſince his In- 
diſpoſition, by reaſon they did not think it 
convenient to truſt a young Lady alone with 
a ſtrange Gentleman, as being ignorant of 
their Amour. 


THE firſt Opportunity that offer'd after- 
wards, they embraced, when Antonis claſp- 
ing Sy{via in his Arms, Tis impoſſible, my 
lovely Sylvia, ſaid he, to expreſs the pleas 
ſure I now enjoy : that Love which I always 
bore you, can never be cxtinguiſh'd but by 
Death; which I would have ſuffer d a thou- 
ſand times, rather than ſee you have any 
uneaſineſs. In my laſt Illneſs you ſaved my 
Life; ſo that, if I had loſt it in your defence, 
could never have parted with it at ſo de 
a Tate 14 1 * 


* nd of Thus 
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I AM free to tell you, I think it unne- 
ceſſary to vow you my everlaſting Conſtancy 
by new Oaths, you being too well acquainted 
with my Heart to make any doubt of it; and 
are ſenſible how abſolute a Power you have 
over it. No, my Sylvia, no; I ſhall be al- 
ways the ſame that now I am: *twill never 

be in my power to ceaſe to adore you; and 
in ſpight of all the Rage and Malice that our 
Enemies are able to exert againſt us, by 
cauſing us new Vexations and Troubles, my 
Paſſion ſhall always be as conſtant as ever it 
was: your Preſence, which is the only Com- 
fort this World affords me, is the only Ob- 
je& of all my Deſires and Wiſhes: to which, 
Slvuia, with all the Sweetneſs imaginable, 
replied, Oh! my Dear, ſaid ſhe, how propiti- 
ous Heaven has been to my Prayers, in making 
you my Deliverer! That is not all neither; 
but has, by that means, made me the moſt 
happy of all Women. Oh! my Soul, con- 
tinued ſhe, how bleſſed do I eſteem myſelf 
in ſuch a Lover; we certainly were deſigned 
for each other, and ſhall now be inſeparable 
for ever. Let us then, continued ſhe, en- 
deavour to triumph over all our future Miſ- 
fortunes by our Conſtancy; and eternal Hap- 
pineſs will be the reward of our Fidelity. 
You promiſe always to remain faithful to me, 
then in whoſe power is it to render us un- 


faithful to one another? Nothing in the 
| World 


ALEX IS and SYLVIA 149 


World, not even Death itſelf. We ſhall ſee 
one another again, dear Antonio, ſaid ſhe, 
and Love will be the reward of our Suffer- 
ings : Being then obliged to depart, for fear 

of any Suſpicion that. might ariſe from her 
long Stay. 


ANTONTIO's Wounds, not being dan- 
gcrous, were foon heal'd; but they thought 
it the beſt way to ule Policy, and continue 
a ſeeming Illneſs after he was perfectly cur'd, 
that it might cloak their Interviews. In ſhort, 
they never paſſed their Time ſo agreeably, 
every thing ſcem'd to favour their Love, and 
every Day brought forth new Felicities. Thus 
did they live for a long while without any 
Controul or Suſpicion. While things were 
in this poſture in Surrey, they were not leſs 
idle at London. Bracchus, having recciv'd the 
agreeable News of Sy/u;a's happy Recovery, 
thought this a proper Time to give his Per- 
miſſion to Furfante to renew his Addreſſes 
to Sylvia. He accordingly ſent for him, and 
acquainted him where ſhe was, aſſuring him, 
that he ſhould now be glad to ſee him as 
happy with Sylvia as he could wiſh ; and that 
he ſhould be proud of his Alliance, as a Son- 
in-law. Furfante returned him Thanks, and 
told him, he was all Obedience to his Will ; 
and that his Duty ſhould teach him to merit 
ſo great a Fayour; and that he ſhould think 
it an Honour to call him Father. 

L 3 A 
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A FE W Days after, Caſpus, what with 
Shame, Grief and Confuſion, died, having 
firſt made his Will, and left him (whom he 
thought his greateſt Enemy whilſt living,) a 
conſiderable Legacy, in conſideration of the 
many Wrongs he had done him, I mean An- 
tonio. In the Interim, Antonio took care 
to acquaint Antimus and Eliza how Affairs 
ſtood, and how agreeably he livd, which 
was undoubtedly a great pleaſure to them, 


as to any Parent, to hear of the Felicity of 


their Son, 


A FE W Days after Furfante went to 
wait on FSy/via, who was ready to faint as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him: but common Civility 
obliged her to ſee him, being at a Relation's, 
who was adyertisd of his coming by Brac- 
chus ; but not without great reſtraint on her 


Inclinations. Arabella and her Aunt, who 


knew the caufe of his coming, after ſome 
Diſcourſe. of indifferent things, retired, and 
left them together ; when Furfante began 
to addreſs Slvuia in the following manner. 


MADAM, fays he, you are ſenſible that 
Tam now paſt the Age of being ignorant how 
to form a right Judgment, and to eſteem ſo 
incomparable a Lady as you are, equal to 


your Merit; Which I believe to be inferior 


to none. There is nothing, Madam, "_ 
| " be, 


— - 


ALEXIS and SYLVIA. 151 


he, that this World affords, which ſhall be 
wanting to make you compleatly happy ; if 
you will condeſcend to admit of the ſincere 
Affection of your humble Servant. That, 
Sir, anſwered ſhe, is not in my power. Oh! 
Madam, ſays he, be not ſo ſevere, but yield 
a Cure where thoſe Eyes have made a Wound. 
There is nothing, added he, that I would 
not do to oblige you. Swear then, ſaid the 
cunning Hlvia, or I can't believe you. Fur- 
fante, who thought he was going to Heayen 
in a String, thundrcd out whole Legions of 
Oaths to confirm what he had juſt before ſaid, 
SyFuia, who was fully bent upon getting 
rid of this Lover by Policy, had her End; 
for, Furfante having invok'd all the hea- 
venly Powers to witneſs what he had ſaid, 
that there was nothing he would not do to 
oblige her; I rake you at your Word, ſaid 
ſhe, and from this time I enjoyn you never 
to ſee me more. Furfante was very much 
vex d to be ſo outwitted, he would have uſed 
a multitude of Arguments to have defended 
himſelf, but it was then too late. Hui 
would then give no ear to what he ſaid ; 
but, leaving the Room, left him by himſelf 
like an arrogant Coxcomb. | 


THIS was Nuts for Antonio and Sylvia 
the next meeting. The day after, Furfante 
waited on Bracchns, and acquainted him 
with his Succeſs ; this a little vex d him to 
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ſee his own Invention miſcarry after that 
manner. To be brief, he found the changing 
of Men had no effect on Hluia; ſo that 
what courſe to take, he knew not: as for 
Alexis, he was fully determined ſhe ſhould 
never marry, having vow'd to diſinherit her 
the moment ſhe did it; ſo thar, to do, it 
without his Conſent would never do, they 
were very well aſſured : however, they hoped 
that Time would accompliſh their Wiſhes ; 
being induced by ſome peculiar motive to 
believe it would be fo, as it really was, not- 
withſtanding they ſuffer'd a great deal. 


Much they endur d, much more than I can tell; 
T, 00 much, indeed, for thoſe that lov'd ſo well. 


SOME Men leſs reſolute than Bracchus 
would, after ſo many Diſappointments in en- 
deavouring to procure a Husband for their 
Daughter, have given over all Thoughts of Suc- 
ceſs : but he, being a Gentleman of great Re- 
ſolution, reſoly d every thing ſhould accede to 
it; and that he would ſend for her up to 
Town, to prevail with her to marry Furie 
by fair means, as being a Gentleman whoſe 
Eſtate he thought equal to her Fortune; if 
not, to force her to a Compliance, Poor 
Sluia, now is the beginning of thy Miſeries! 
for, Time and Abſence he thought might by 
this time have effected a Cure, — effac d all 
Thoug bis of Alexis; (for ſo we may pat 
L 
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call him again.) So ordering all things for 
his Journey, he himſelf reſolv'd to fetch her 
up again to London. When he arriv'd, he was 
receiv'd by Arabella his Siſter and Hluia with 
a great deal of Joy; he, after ſome Diſcourſe, 
ask'd Arabella, it ſuch a Gentleman (mean- 
ing Furfante) had been there to wait on H- 
via? To whom ſhe anſwer'd Yes. And pray, 
Madam, ſaid he, (turning to Sy/vza, ) what 
Reception had he? Sy/via (who ſuppos'd he 
was already acquainted with it,) reply'd, I 
receiv'd him, Sir, with all the Civility I could 
force upon my Inclinations, to ſee a Man that 
was in all reſpects diſagreeable to me. I muſt 
beg your pardon, Sir, ſaid ſhe, if I preſume 
to ask you, if our Duty to God enjoins our 
Parents to oblige their Children to unlawful 
Marriages? So far as this, anſwer'd Bracchus, 
that no Marriage is lawful where the Conſent 
of the Parent is wanting; ( intimating, that 
ſhe ought not to marry Alexzs without his.) 
Then, ſaid $y/v1a, it is apparent to any rea- 
ſonable Underſtanding, that no Marriage can 
be lawful where the Conſent of the Child is 
wanting. I ſuppoſe, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
that you intend to out-wit your Father too; 
do you think you have got ſuch another Wood- 
cock in your Springe as Furfante ? Look ye, 
continu'd Squire Yrong-Head, declare your 
Choice; you ſhall either marry Furfante, or 
be diſcarded my Favour. Sy{via, who was 
ſenſibly touch d at that, fell on her knees, 
8 and 
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and begg'd he would not force her to any 
thing ſo averſe to her Inclinations, telling 
him ſhe never could love him; and that 
he would plunge her into eternal Unhappi— 

| neſs: but he was inſenſible both to her 
Tears and Intreaties, and order'd her imme- 
diately to get ready to go to London: when 
ſhe, o'crwhelm'd with Grief, had bat. juſt 
Time cnough to write the following Letter 
to her dear Antonio. 


To ANTONIO. 


SIR, 


HAD but juſt Time enough to acquaint 

1 my Life of my ſudden Departure: my 
Father has again forced this Separation from 
all that's dear to me in the World; but no- 
thing now can make me unhappy, being al- 
ſur d of the Fidelity of my dear Alexis: reſt 
ſatisfyd in the ſame opinion of, my only 


Happineſs, Your 
STILFIA. 


— — K on” wv of 


ST LY I A was forced to truſt this Bil- 
let in the hands of one of the Servants of 
Arabella to give to Antonio, when they took 
their leaves, Td returned to London. She 
was now depriv'd of diſcourſing with her 
dear Youth, but knew ſhe ſhould $a be long 


without ſccing him, if her Letter was not 
inter- 


I 
I 
= | 
t 
i 
1 | 
mo 
1 
FU 
* [4 
| F 
T9 
? & 
| # 
1 | : 
4 
1 
= 
14 
kt 
Bd 
T4 
1 , 
| 
[ 
it 
1 
} i 
| 
$ 
j 
| 
8 
? 
{ 


„ 


Alx IS and SYLVIA 15 5 


intercepted, of which ſhe was a little dubious: 
for the Perſon to whoſe Care ſhe had com- 
mitted it, being one of the Servants of Ara- 
bella, was deſcended of the antient Family of 
the Mrong- Heads; and for fear ſhe ſhould be 
guilty of any Miſtake, muſt needs ask her 
Miſtreſs leave to go to ſuch a place, naming 
the Yeoman's. You may be ſure ſhe ask'd 
her upon what account; and ſhe, being loth 
to diſgrace her Family with a Lye, confeſs'd, 
that ſhe had a Letter to carry there to a 
Gentleman. Arabella, ſurpris'd at that, had 
a little of that never- failing thing in her Sex 
call'd Curioſity: ſo, without any heſitation, 
open d the Letter; when ſhe was ſurpris'd to 
find that the pretended Antonio was Alexis. 
She could not help admiring how ſtrange and 
uncommon an Adventure had procur'd them 
ſo long and uninterrupted a Happineſs; ſhe 
told the Maid ſhe would be the Meſſenger 
herſelf : but thinking it the beſt way to ac- 
quaint Bracchus of what had happen'd, ſhe 
immediately ſent it to him. 


BRACCHUS no ſooner ſaw the Con- 
tents, but flew about raving like a Mad-Man: 


he was in twenty minds whether he ſhould. 


let Hluia know of it, or no; thinking, if 
ſhe did, ſhe would be more wary of him; if 
he did not, he might more eaſily ſurpriſe 
her : ſo, concluding that the beſt way, he 


order d Strege to give him a particular ac- 
count 
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count of Hluias Proceedings. It was now 
almoſt a Fortnight that Alexis (for ſo we 
may call him again) had not ſeen the charm. 
ing Sy/via; he began to think ſome Acci- 
ape had happen'd, yet durſt not go to Ara- 
bella's to ſee, for fear it might cauſe Suſpi- 
cion, never being ſo fortunate as to receive 
Sylvias Letter. A few Days before Antimus 
had ſent to order him up to Town about an 
Affair that requir'd his Preſence, but was un- 
willing to go without ſeeing of Sylvia firſt; 
bur, receiving another the next Day, he with a 
great deal of Regret, after having made ſe- 
veral handſome Preſents to the Yeoman, his 
Wife, and Daughter, for their Hoſpitality, 
promiſing ſhortly to viſit them again, he de- 
parted. Hlvia, in the Interim, was ſurpris d 
ſhe had not all that time ſeen Alexis, doubted 
not but her Letter had never reach'd his hands, 
began to be in the utmoſt Uneaſineſs, till 
one Day Alexis paſſing by Bracehuss Houſe, 
could not forbear looking up where he had 
ſo often ſeen his dear Hluia; it happen d 
that ſhe was juſt then come to the Window, 
when he, to his great Surpriſe, ſaw her : at 
firſt, they were both in ſome doubt whether 
it was the ſtrength of Imagination that re- 
preſented that Sight to their Eyes; or, whe- 
ther it was really one another. At laſt, A- 
lexis bow'd to the ſuppos'd Phantom, when 
it, to his no little Surpriſe, return'd it with a 
Courteſy and Smile, that ſhew'd Sluia was 
not 
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not in Surrey, as he ſuppos'd, but in London: 
however, there was now no room to doubt 
both in their minds were ſeemingly ſatisfy'd 
for the preſent. Alexis immediately went 


home, where he wrote this Letter, 


To STLVIA. 
MAp AM, | 


ITH the greateſt Regret twas I left 
Surrey, becauſe I thought I had there 
left the charming SJy/via; notwithſtanding 
my Eyes ſeem'd ble(s'd with that dear Sight 
to=day, yet I cannot be thoroughly fatisfy'd, 
till I am undeceiv'd by your own hands, Oh! 
my Soul, tis a whole Fortnight ſince I laſt ſaw 
you, till this Day; how can 1 ſupport ſo long 
an Abſence from all that I love in the World, 
no way but by the Aſſurance: you gave me 
of your Fidelity. Adieu, my Soul, continue 


faithful. 
A L E XS 


4 LEXIVS was not long finding his 
faithful Servant, to whom he gave this Letter; 
who the firſt Opportunity afterwards gave it 
to Sylvia, who was extremely ſatisfy d with 
it: ſhe was in no doubt whoſe hands her 
Letter had fallen into by that time; ſo ſhe, 
to undeceive au ee ent this 


n vio gy « 1 | 
To 
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To ALEXIS. | f 
SIR, { 


= Day I left Surrey, I gave a Letter to 
a Perſon, who promis'd faithfully to 


t 

] 

t 
deliver it ſafe into your own hands, unknown if « 
to any one but ourſelves : but I find ſhe has | 
not kept her Word; I ſuppoſe it has fell into 
my Father's by this time, as I find by a {mall } 
ſmatch of his Oratory, when he told me 1 
muſt, and ſhall marry Furfunte; ſo order d | 
me to fix my Reſolution, and give him my | 
final Anſwer: which, in obedience: to him, | 
and my own Inclination, I will do; but it | 
ſhall be to live and dic intirely my dear A- | 
lexis's. 
Since Fate firſt join d, 'tis Death alone muſt 
(Part; 

(No weaker Hand) Alexis from my Heart. 


STLVIA 


SOME time paſs'd before Furfante could 
reaſſume his Courage to viſit Sy/vza, after his 
firſt Retreat; but now had hopes again, ſince 
Bracchus had promis'd her to him: fo that 
he often viſited Bracchus, and would have 
done Sylvia as often, had ſhe not had con- 


tiaual Excuſes for her not ſceing him. At 
| length, 
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length, Bracchus, quite tir'd with Perſeve- 
rance, one Day, ſent for her to come and 
keep Furfante and him Company, which 
ſhe durſt not but obey. After they had 
talk d ſome time, their ſubject became that of 
Marriage, when Bracchus told Hyluia he in- 
tended that Gentleman for her Husband, and 
deſir d her to entertain him as ſuch; that he 
had given him his Conſent, and that the Day 
for their Nuptials was appointed, when Fur- 


fante rerurn'd him Thanks for the Honour he 


intended him; at which Sylvia could not re- 
frain from crying. And will you, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, force me to be miſcrable } Will you 
marry me to a Man that I hate? No, con- 
tinu'd ſhe, it ſhall never be; I'll ſooner dic 
than ever be any other's but Alexis s. We'll 
try that, (ſaid the hard-hearted Bracehus, 
which ſhall have the Pre-emineace, your Will, 
or mine. I ſuppoſe, continu'd he, you have 
ſome knowledge of the Perſon who wrote 
that Letter, (giving it her, which Arabellu 
ſent him,) you have engaged yourſelf to An- 
tonzo, have you ? ſaid he, I hope you had a 
merry Time on't, to have a Lover with you, 
when I, poor miſtaken Fool, thonght he had 
been the furtheſt from you. Oh! ſaid he, 
you have verify'd the French Phraſe. 


Bonnes Paroles, & mauugis Jeu * 
Trompent les Feunes & les Views. 


You 
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You have done it to a Tittle: but, for the 
future, Vil try if I can't root this Alexis out 
of your heart. III warrant you, continu'd he, 
PII ſpoil your ſending of Letters, or receiv- 
ing any of his: fetch me, ſaid he, all that 
ever you had from him inſtantly 3 or, by all 
that's good, you ſhall never ſee my Face 
more. In ſhort, all that ſhe could ſay to 
excuſe herſelf on that head was in vain; ſo, 
ſeeing no temedy, was obliged to fetch them 
to him. I find, ſaid he, Madam, that you 
are deeply engaged to this Gentleman and, 
as a Reward for all his witty Contrivances 
to out-wit me, Tl now ſave you the Trouble 
of re-placing them, by doing it in this man- 
ner, when he caſt them all into the Fire, and 
burnt them. This Sight affected Sy/via ſo 
ſenfibly, that it threw Ker into a Swoon, but 
they ſoon recover'd her. Poor Hlvia, what 
a Series of Croſſes and Troubles did ſhe ſut- 
fer! Sure, ſuch things as theſe, - joined with 
the Reſolution ſhe had taken to remain invi- 
olably Alexis s, would have ſhook that impe- 
Serra Heart of Bracchus, but it had not 
the leaſt Effect on it. Furfante depatted, and 
Fyluia retir d to her Chamber to unburthen 
her troubled Mind. Oh! curſed Avarice, ſaid 
ſhe, tis you that are the cauſe of all my In- 
quietudes. Oh! unkind Fortune, continu d 
ſhe, why was you not favourable to my dear 
Alexis? then had two Perſons been happy 


for ever. | 
' IN 
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IN theſe and ſuch like Expreſſions did ſhe 
paſs the Day; and at Night wrote this Letter 
ro Alexis, which ſhe ſent by $:mo, with the 
other, when he was not ſo fortunate as to 
light of Alexis before. 


To ALEXIS. 
SIR, 


HIS Day has been the moſt unhappy 

that ever I knew; I can't expreſs what 
I have ſuffer'd, but tis all nothing, ſo long 
as you remain faithful: nothing, dear Alexis, 
can ever ſeparate us; I'd ſooner die than ad- 
mit of a Thought of any other. I muſt beg 
your extenſive Goodneſs to excuſe all that is 
amiſs, I being in Bed writing whilſt my Ar- 
gus ſleeps; and am dubious whether my time 
will permit me to tead it over. Adieu, my, 


Life. 
8 LI A. 


ALE XI, at the receipt of theſe two 
Letters, was not ſo much ſurpris'd as con- 
cern d: Oh! baſe Villain, ſaid he, to uſe a 
poor defenceleſs Woman in this manner; the 
greater the Brutality, in being his Daughter : 
Oh! unhappy me, to be the cauſe of ſo 1 many 
Sufferings to-my deareſt: AT Then he 


ſent this Anſwer. | | 
M 4 To 
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To STLYIA. 


MADAM, 


HAT can I do? what Courſe can J 
take? what Remedy can I find for all 
thy Sufferings? every thing ſeems now to be 
utterly averſe to our Repoſe. Fortune, which 
has often favour'd us, has now abandon'd us, 
O Love! O Happineſs! help me to invent 
and find a Remedy for the growing Evil; 
O my Jyvia! I have now no other Con- 
ſolation upon Earth but your dear (ah ! moſt 
dear to me,) Self. May Heaven's Guardian- 
Angels always wait, and crown our Loyes 
with proſperous Succeſs ; may their Endea- 
vours always fail who ſtrive, whenever em- 
ploy'd, to force our Separation. Tl ſooner 
die than ever ſuffer it. Oh! my Soul, could 
all our Joys but center in this Verſe, then 
ſhould we be happy. 


Marriage, the bleſt Eftate of Life would be, 
If Hands were join d, when Hearts, like ours, 


Agree. 
ALEXTS. 


HE quickly found Simo, and ſent this 
Letter to Jy/vza, who was not a little pleas d 
with the Aſſurance of his Fidelity. Bracchus, 

in 


— _—_— 
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in the Interim, was continually perſuading of 
Hlvia to marry Furfante, which ſhe always 
declar'd againſt, telling him, ſhe would ſooner 
ſuffer death than conſent to it; telling him 
alſo, that ſhe never could be guilty of ſo 
baſe an Ingratitude to one that ſhe was ſo 
ſtrongly engaged to, as ſhe was then to A- 
lexis; and that ſhe could never admit of a 
Thought of any other. She farther added, 
that, rather than incur his Diſpleaſure thro' 
her Diſobedience, ſhe had forborn marrying 
him, tho he very well knew ſhe had had Op- 
portunities enough to have done otherwilc : 
but ſhe thought it moſt conſiſtent with Rea- 
ſon and her Duty, that ſincc it was not his 
plealure to make her happy in him, to 
reſolve. to live ſingle. In ſhort, he found 
nothing was capable of eraſing her Thoughts 
of Alexis; ſo that he found, whilſt one Na- 
tion held them both, it would ſtill be the 
ſame, Now is he forming a Project to get 
him abroad, thinking 


That Time and Abſence world 1 not fail to 
prove 
The . Cure for ber unhappy Love. 


He accordingly found out Antimus, whom 
he diſcours'd in the following manner; 


SIR, faid he, 1 preſume you are not ig- 
norant how Affairs have hitherto been carry d 
M 2 on 
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on between your Son and my Daughter, who, 
I muſt confeſs, I have nothing to object againſt 
bur his want of Fortune. Will you, conti- 
nued he, conſent to fend him abroad? I will 
procure him Letters of Recommendation, and 

a ſufficient Supply; which, if he will manage 
according to the Directions I will give you, 
he may ſpeedily acquire a Fortune equivalent 
to my Daughter's; who, 1 will promile you, 
as a Man of Honour, ſhall remain unmarried 
till his Return. Antimus, who thought this 
but a reaſonable Requeſt, promis'd him all his 
Endeavours to gain Alexis's Conſent. Brac- 
chus, who knew ſhe could not prevail with 
Slvia to give him hers, as to that point, 
thought of another Expedient, in caſe of An. 
timns's miſcarrying with Alexis. 1f, conti- 
nud he, we can't prevail with them by fair 
means, let us uſe our Authority as Parents. 
Let us ſeriouſly confider, anſwer'd Antimus, 
what we are going to do, for fear our too 
precipitate Proceedings may be the cauſe of 
any fatal Event. Young People's Reſolutions, 
ſaid he, are mntable, heady, unruly; and 
when croſs'd, are often follow'd with ſome 
violent Cauſe. Should we, continu'd he, if 
all our Endeayours prove vain, force them to 
a Separation, what may be the Event ? Love, 
continu'd Antimus, is the moſt obſtinate, un- 
govern d, of all Paſſions ; what Troubles, what 
Inquietudes, what Diſorders, what Ruins, what 


Lives have been loſt ; and all for that uſurp- 
ing 
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ing tyrannick Paſſion. How many Inſtances 
and Examples have we had in paſt Ages, and 


cvery Day before our Eyes? Has it not yan- 


quilh'd and overcome the greateſt and wiſeſt 
Men? Were not David ard Solomon ſubjc to 
this Paſſion ? how many brave Men have like- 
wiſe, after having ſurmounted the greateſt 
Difficulties, been made Slaves to Love? did 
not Hercules, a Demi-God, for his Deſanira 
lay down his Club, and take up a Diſtaff? 
What was the cauſe of the Siege of Troy but 
the fair Helena? And many more Inſtances 
have we of its Effects. Who can deſcribe the 
Lineaments of this Paſſion, that we meet with 
every day, better or plainer than Homer, Eu- 
ripides, Virgil, Ovid, or Seneca? 


IF ſuch Men as thoſe could not, with all 
their Philoſophy and Poetry, reſiſt it, but be 
overcome, what can we expect? We have like- 
wiſe many Examples of fine Womcn, who 
could not reſiſt its Power: for, it is of ſuch 
a nature, that the more Oppoſition it meets 
with, the more it rages and burns. Should 
we, continu'd Antimus, force them to part, 
the Exceſs of their Paſſions might make them 
commit ſome deſperate Actions on themlelyes,. 
with the deſpair of ever ſeeing one another 
again; what Repoſe could we expect to have, 
as being the Cauſe? The Diſcaſe, anſwer d 
Bracchus, is not ſo violent as you imagine. 
Let us then, ſaid Antimus, try what we can 

| F nth 46 
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do by our pcrſuaſions ; and after all, we can 
but uſe our Authority. They both parted, 
and went to ſeck for Alexis and Slvuia; but 
all their Rhetorick prov'd vain : ſo that both 
fear'd their Stories would but too well re- 
ſemble each other, to have any hopes of the 
Succeſs of their Project by fair means. Oh! 
what Uncaſineſs, what Inquictudes, did this 
cauſe in the cnamour'd minds of our two 
Lovers. It was not long before the two 
Gentlemen met again, both fcaring the Suc- 
ceſs of their Narrative; but they were both 
the ſame : ſo now they reſolv'd ro engage 
ſome Captain in their Intereſt, that Alexis 
ſhould go to Germany, Italy, or Spain; and 
that he ſhould from that time commence 
Merchant. All things now being in a readi- 
neſs, their only difficulty was to get him on 
board the Ship, being to fail in a few days; 
tho' how to effect that, as yet, they were at 
loſs: but a little time foon furniſh'd them 
with one, which was in this manner. His 
Majeſty's Fleet being fitting out, there was 2 
great Impreſs, ſo that they contriv'd Alexis 
ſhould be impreſs'd, and carry'd on board that 
Ship. They quickly compos'd a Body of Men 
for their Purpoſe, and gave them Intelligence 
of his Hours of going out, and coming in; ſo 
that it was not very difficult for ſuch a Num 
ber to take one Man. It happen'd, that a 
young Man, nam d Marius, one of his par- 
ticular Friends, came to viſit him; and being 


pretty 
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pretty late at Night before he took his leave, 


Alexis very much importun'd him to ftay 


with him all Night, which he did : but, being 
obliged to depart early next Morning, by rea- 
ſon of ſome important Affair, he took his 
leave. It happen'd that one, who was the 
Watch for Alexis, ſecing him go out, imme- 
diately made the proper Signal for the 
Advance of the other Ambutcadocs, who, 


ſpeaking in their own Dialect, immediately 


boarded him. Gueſs what muſt be the Sur- 
prize that he was in! He enquir'd into the 
meaning of ſo ſudden an Artack, what might 
be the motive of their ſeizing him in ſuch a 
manner, and whither they intended to carry 
him? To which he could get no Anſwer, but, 
It is your Father's Orders. They quickly hur- 
ry'd him to the Thames-ſide, when, having 
put him aboard their own Boat, which had 
waited there for them, they row'd ro Dept- 


ford, where their Ship then lay ; being as 


much overjoy'd at their miſtaken Prize, as 
upiter was with Eurapa. In ſhort, they 
quickly reach'd the Ship, when they put him 
on board; they conducted him into a pretty 
Cabbin, telling him, that muſt be his Apart- 
ment during their Voyage. He had not been 
there long, but the Captain came to him, to 
welcome him on board. In ſhort, he'told 
him what Orders he had receiv'd from his 
ſuppos d Father Antimus and Bracchus ; that 
he had a great deal of Effects on board for 
M 4 JN £8: . 
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his Uſe, in order to traffick; that they were 
bound for Mexico in Neu- Spain, and only 
waitcd for a fair Wind to fail. He ſhew'd 
the greateſt Surprize imaginable at what he 
told him, aſſuring him, he was not the Perſon 
they rook him to be; "that he was call'd Ma- 
rius, and not Alexis: that Alexis was his 


Friend and Companion ; and that the day be- 
fore he had paid him aViſit, and coming from 


thence that Morning, he was taken by thoſe 
Men, and brought to the Ship. He further 
defir'd the Captain to give him leave to write 
to his Father, who was a Gentleman, but then 
reduc'd ; ſo that the Hopes of the Family en- 
tirely depended on Marius's Fortune: that he 
would ' likewiſe have written to Antimns, 
whoſe Anſwer, he ſaid, would convince him 
of any Suſpicion he might have concerning 
his trying to impoſe on him : but the Cap- 
tain, having had his Leſſon ſo well given him 
by Antimus and Bracchus, thought it was 
nothing but a Contrivance to procure his Li- 
berty ; told him, he was ſtrictly commanded 
not to let him have Pen, Ink, or Paper. 


STLY1A, in the Interim, was ſtudying 
how to get Alexis out of the Way, that they 
might once more out-wit them. In ſhort, 
ſhe wrote the following Letter, and ſent it 


by Simo. 
To 
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To ALE XIS. 


SA. 


OTHING can expreſs the Perplexity 
I am in, caus'd by the fear I have of 
my dear Alexis being ſnatch'd from me. What! 
my Soul, have they ſtill new Stratagems to 
ſeparate us? Oh! my Dear, for Heaven's ſake, 
ſecure yourſelf from their Hands; if you value 
either my Repoſe, or your own: for, if we 
are once parted, my Grief will certainly over- 
come me, and Death will be the Reward of 
your Abſence. How can you ſuffer yourſelf 
to be torn from me, and leave a poor diſ- 
conſolate and unhappy Object the Scorn of 
Parents, and the Scoff of Fools? Oh! if you 
go, I have no Protector; but muſt abandon 
myſelf to deſpair. I conjure you, by all the 
Love you ever profeſs'd, to hide yourſelf 
from them; go, go any-where, but where 
they would have you; and my only Conſo- 
lation in my Solitude ſhall be the Belief and 
Confidence I have of your etcrnal Love to 


your unhappy _ t 215 
| STLLIITA. 


ALEXIS, after receiving this Letter, 
thought it the beſt way to follow Sy/v1a's Ad- 
vice, for fear they ſhould force him to act con- 
trary to his Sentiments. He accordingly made 

| ſome 
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_ ſome Preparations to retire into the Country 
to a Relation's, for fear of a Surprize 3 which 
he did the next day, after having given the 
following Letter to Simo. 


TS STLFVIA. 


Mapamnm, 


INCE my Stay is not diſagreeable to my 

deareſt Sylvia, with the greateſt Joy will 
I endeavour it. No, my Soul, don't think 
Abſence would ſit lighter on me than you; 
nothing can ever ſeparate us now: I will 
inſtantly repair into the Country, where the 
dear Remembrance of our former happy Hours 
ſhall be my Contemplation. Oh ! my Soul, 
for you only do I breathe; for you only do 
I live : without you every thing is inſipid, 
and diſagreeable to me. Reſt fatisfy'd, my 
Dear, of my Welfare, as I will of yours, till 
ſome happy Opportunity offers. Do not re- 
gard any Stories that may be invented purely 
to vex you; but be well aſſur'd, that none 
but you ſhall have any Share in the immu 
table Affections of, 


My deareſt SyLvia, 


Tour moſt happy ALEX1S. 
HE 


Y 
1 
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HE was not gone from thence two Hours 


before News came that they had got him 
aboard; and the Wind being fair, theyintended 
to ſail next Morning. Bracehus was ſoon 
acquainted with their {uppos'd Succeſs, and 
pleas'd to the life that their Project had ſuc- 
ceeded fo. The next Morning the Ship fail'd, 
when Marius, ſeeing himſelf poſſets'd with a 
good Fortune, which before he had to ſeck, 
upon duc Conſideration, thought himſelt well 
off; ſo, making the Captain believe he was a 
little diſſatisfy'd for the preſent, told him 
how great an Obligation he would be un- 
der, if he would permit him to ſend a Let- 
ter to a Friend in Town on ſome important 
Aﬀair by one of the Sailors : but he not 
complying with it, as not being convenient 
to ſend the Men aſhore, being then in the 
River, was forced to ſtay till they touch'd at 
Amſterdam ; when he did not fail of giving 
an impartial Account to his Father of his 
good Fortune, defiring him by all mcans ta 
keep it ſecret; which, for their own Intereſt 
they did: ſo leaving Marius to proceed on 
his Voyage, let us ſce what Alexis was doing 
in the Country, 


ALEMRXTIS, who was now ſafe in the 
Country, was thought both by Brace hus and 
Antimus to be on his Voyage to Mexzes, 
inſtead of the lucky Marius, who was ex- 

tremely 
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tremely pleasd with the Oddneſs of hs For- 
tune. HBracchus hugg'd himſelf to think 
how he had trick'd 9 Jie by his Policy; as 
yet not thinking it proper to diſcover it to 
her: ſo that not hearing in a long time any 
thing of Alexis, ſhe began to fear the worſt; 
and concluded him certainly trapp'd, and ſent 
away by force. In ſhort, ſhe enquir'd of Gi. 
mo, whether he had ſeen, or heard, any thing 
of him ſince his departure: but, anſwering 
in the Negative, it caus'd a great Uneaſineſs 
in Sylvia. To be brief, ſhe was immediately 
ſeiz d with a violent Illneſs, which, by a long 
continuance, reduc'd her to a perfect Skele- 
ton; no- body that had ſcen her before her 
Indiſpoſition would have known her, ſhe look d 
ſo pale and wan, that had ſhe not mov'd and 
ſpoke, one might eaſily have taken her for a 


Spectre. 


BRA CCH U, whoſe Age had not yet 
depriv'd him of the Faculty of Seeing, eaſily 
perceiv'd the alteration Alexis's Abſence had 
made in her; ſo that he began now to fear 
that death would be the Iſſue. In ſhort, he 
began ſecretly to wiſh he had never ſent him 
abroad : but it being then too late to recall 
him, he ſtrove to comfort via as much as 
poſſible. He told her all his Contrivance, 
how he and Antimus had contriv'd to ſend 
him to Mexico, that he might acquire a For- 


tune; that he had furniſh'd "him with Fan, 
an 
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and that, at his Return, he had given his 
Honour to Antimus to join his Hands with 
hers. Hluia, who was almoſt diſtracted to 
think that he was really gone, was in the greateſt 
Agonies imaginable; and had certainly been 
ouilty of Self-Murther, which her Deſpair had 
made her commit, had ſhe not been narrowly 
watch'd by Bracchus, her Aunt, and Strega, 
who never left her. 


SHE often blamed herſelf for thinking 
that Abſence might have any Effect on Alexis, 
ſo as to make him waver in his Amour ; who, 


ſhe really beliey'd, could not be guilty of ſuch, ; 


a Neglect, or of the leaſt Ingratitude towards 


her: yet, when ſhe conſider'd him as one 


endu'd with all the Perfections that render a 


Man acceptable to the Ladies, ſhe thought 


ſhe had but too much reaſon to fear his Ei- 
dclity : but we may rather impute the cauſe 


of her Suſpicion to Love, than any real Cauſe. 
Whilſt ſhe was involv'd in theſe Uncertainties 


ſhe was made ſenſible of her Miſtake, and 
freed from all her Suſpicions. 


4 LEXIS, who had lain perdue all this 
while in the Country, had now thought of 


an Expedient to undeceive Sia of any Miſc 
truſts or Apprehenſions whatſoever ; which, 


he effected i in che following manner. 


DURING 
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DURING the Time that he reſided at 
London, he got acquainted with a Grecian, 
whom he thought, if he could prevail with 
him'to lend him one of his Habits, he might 
find out a means of ſeeing his dear Hluia: 
ſo that, diſguiſing himſelf 2 la mode de Cam: 
pagne, he went to London; when, going to 
his Houſe, he acquainted him who he Was, 
and with his Deſign ; which he had no ſooner 
done, but he readily oranted him his Aſſiſtance. 
You may imagine he was ſufficiently alter'd 


by his long Coat, Furr-Cap, and long Whisk- 


ers 3 ſo that, admiring himſelf alter his Ne 
tamorphoſis, he concluded it convenient to 
buy ſome little Curioſities, in order, by that 


means, to gain his Admittance. Being thus 
equipp'd, he ſoon gain'd the Houſe, when, 


knocking at the Door, he was let in by a 
Servant, "whom'he told he had ſome fine Cu- 
rioſities for his Lady. The Servant dcfir'd he 


would ſtay, while he acquainted his Lady of 


his being there. via, whoſe coming our 
counterfeit Merchant expected with the greateſt 
Impatience, ſoon came down with her Argus: 
bur, O Heavens! how was he aſtoniſh'd when 
he ſaw how ſhe was alter'd ; he had mach 
ado to refrain breaking out into Expreſſions, 
which he knew would not ſuit with his pre- 
ſent Employment : ſo that, altering his Voice 
as much as poſlible, he told her he had ſome 


fine Curioſities to ſhew her, and was recom- 
mended 
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mended to her by a young L* of her par- 
ticular Antes 


AFTER he had ſhew'd her ſeveral, ſhe 
pitch'd upon a fine Seal only, which repre- 
ſented a flying Cupid deſcending with two 
Hearts crown'd ; which another endeavour'd 
to part, over which was this Motto, 


Le Mort ſeule peut le faire. 


Whilſt Strega was occupy'd in viewing ſome 
others, Alexis took an Opportunity of ſlip- 
ping a Ring, that Sia had given him, on 
her Finger. After having paid him what he 
ask d for the Seal, ſhe diſmiſs'd him. It was 
no little Joy to him, to think he had ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well in his Enterprize; nor was it, 
indeed, a leſs Pleaſure to ia, when ſhe 
found the very Ring that ſhe gave Alexis on 
her Finger. She was agreeably ſurpris'd, 
but could not imagine by what means it came 
there ; ſhe knew ſhe had ſeen no-body that 
Day but the Grecian : ſo that ſhe was in- 
volv'd in an entire Myſtery ; yet, upon Re- 
flection, ſhe imagin'd ' ſhe perceived ſome 
Change in his Face at her entering the Room, 
which might have inducd her to believe it 
was Alexis in Diſguiſe, had not her Father 
 aflur'd her he was really on his Voyage; that 
too, join d with her not having heard from 


him ſince his departure, but too much con- 
firm id 
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firm'd her in a belief of what Bracchnus thought, 
and had told her: however, ſome peculiar 
motive, that is only incident to Lovers, ſeem'd 
to aſſure her that it was Alexis; fo ſhe gave 
immediate Orders, that ſhe might ſce the 
Grecian whenever he came again, by reaſon 
ſhe thought his Trifles very entertaining, in- 
tending to obſerve him with more Attention 
the next time he came, to ſee if ſhe could 
diſcover the leaſt glimmering of Hopes that 
he was her dear Alexis. It was not many 
Days before our counterfeit Merchant under- 
rook another Negotiation, in which he was 
more happy than in his firſt, and was receiv'd 
by imo; but, not daring to diſcover him- 
ſelf to him, he told him his Buſineſs. Simo 
was not long before he acquainted Sylvia, 
who waited her Commands, nor {he before 
ſhe went down. He-recciy'd her with a Bow 
and a Smile, that ſhew'd her Preſence created 
ſome pleaſure in him, telling her, he had 
once more done himſelf the Honour to wait 
on her, at which ſhe ſeem'd very well plcasd; 
ſo ſhewing her his Baggatelles, took an Op: 
portunity to give her the following Letter, 
which ſhe took with a ſeeming pleaſure, hav- 
ing now perceivd a great Similitude, not- 
withſtanding his Diſguiſe between him and 
her dear Alexis. Among other Things, he 
ſhew'd her her own Picture, which ſtrenu- 
ouſly confirm'd her that ſhe was no longer 


miſtaken, but that he really was Alexis : 10 
only 
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only buying a ſmall India Box, order d him 
to wait on her three days after. Her Joy 
was inexpreſſible, and he retir'd the moſt 
pleas'd Man in the world; he was no ſooner 
gone, but ſhe read the Contents of her Let- 
ter, which was in theſe Terms. 


47 STLYIA, 


MADAM, 


DON'T at all doubt but my turning 
Greek will a little ſurprize you ; but, as 
you are conſcious, Love has many Shapes, 
your Admiration will a little diminiſh, when 
you conſider that no Inventions ſhould eſcape 


me, no Stratagems but I would uſe, nor no 
Difficulties but I would ſurmount ro ſee you, 


whoſe Life's as dear to me as my own. Oh! 
my Soul! my deareſt Sy/vzz ! there's nothing 
now can ever part us. I no ſooner receiv d 
your dcar Letter, where you warn'd me of 


the Conſequence my Stay might be of, both 


for your Repoſe and my own, but! departed, 


and went to a Relation's in the Country, 
where I changed my Name, and. have now 


taken this Habit upon me, that I may ſome- 


times enjoy the Pleaſure of ſeeing all that is 
dear, and in whom alone centers the eternal 


Happineſs of 
AL E * 1 S. 
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STLVTA, who once more thought her- 
ſelf happy in being aſlur'd of Alexts's Safety, 
began to look pretty well again; and the 
Joy, which this Letter caus'd in her, added a 
bonne Eclat to her Beauty: ſo that it was 
very eaſy for our Grecian to perceive, at his 
next coming, what an Alteration the Diſco- 
very of himſelf had made in Hoa. In ſhort, 


ſhe took the W of giving him this 


Letter. 


To ALEXTS. 


- SIR, 


MUST own 1 could never have thought 

to have found your dear Image in Maſque-, 
rade, when I leaſt expected ſo great a Bleſſing, 
My Father had told me you was certainly 
carry'd on board by force, and baniſh'd, per- 


haps, for ever from me. This, my Soul, was 
the State you left me in; and ſince your 


Departure, not having heard, or ſeen any 


thing of you, I concluded it even as he ſaid: 


but juſt Heaven, my Dear, has heard my Pray-. 


ers, and kept you ſafe at home. Oh! what 


Troubles and Anxieties did I undergo, to 
think of the many Dangers you would be. 


exposd to, and the Uncertainty there was 
that” you would ever return : but now I will 


return my Thanks to Heaven, my Doubts are 
at 
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at an end, and you are ſafe, Adieu, my 
Soul, be well aſſur'd that none bur you ſhall 


ever ſhare my Heart. 
| STLVIA. 


AFTER ſhe had view'd his Merchandize 
over and over, he told her he had a freſh 
Cargo, which he expected in a few days; 
that then he believ'd he might have ſome 
things would pleaſe her better; and ſhe ſhould 
be ſure to ſee them the firſt : ſo order'd him 
to be ſure not to fail coming, and diſmiſs d 
him. | 


ALEXTS impatient to know the Con- 
tents of her Letter, departed. He was no 
ſooner accommodated with a convenient 
Place, but he found the above-mentioned 
Words, to his great Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
tion. ons | 


THE happy Grecian, reſolv'd not to make 
the Time fecm tedious both to his dear Sy/- 
via and himſelf, in a few days made her 
another Viſit; when {he receiv'd him with 
more Joy than ſhe dared to ſhew : however, 
both ſhe, her Aunt, and S7rega, who never 
left her, were highly delighted with his Bage 
gatelles, Amongſt others, he ſhew'd Sia 
a fine Japan'd Box, in which he had inclos d 
a Letter, which opening, ſhe perceiv d; ſo 
demanding the Price of it, ſhe pretended to 

N 2 go 
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go fetch ſome Money, when ſhe took an 
Opportunity of Kian it, which was in theſe 


Terms. 


To FTL VIA. 


MA DAM, 


OW ſhall I acknowledge your Genero- 

ſity for the continual Obligations you are 
loading me with. Indeed, my Dear, my Debts 
of Love will be ſo much enlarged, that 1 
muſt turn Bankrupt, and give up my All to 
you, my Soul, my only Creditor. I really 
believe your Father and mine have been both 
impos'd on; and that the Captain has made 
a much better uſe of the Effects, than I, per- 
haps, might have done. No, my Dear, our 
Deſtinies are all the ſame, and one Fate go- 
verns us both; nothing can ever part our 
Souls, whatever does our Bodies. Adieu, 
my Life, and continue in the ſame Belief, 
that does 


Tour unc hangeable AL Ex Is. 


HAVING read it with a great deal of 
Satisfaction, ſhe return'd with the Money; 
ſo paying the ſuppos d Grecian, who'ſhew'd 
an extreme Pleaſure; after which he took 
his leave, and retird the beſt ſatisfy' d Man 
upon Earth. 


THUS 
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THUS did they live a good while in a 
great deal of Satisfaction, till Bracehus, who 
perceiving that S uia ſeem d to appear every 
day more lively and brisk than ſhe had been 
ſince he acquainted her of Alexis's Depar- 
ture, began to think that the Thoughts of 
Alexis were entirely craz'd out of her Mind, 
when he forgetting his Promiſe to Anti- 
mus, thought once more of procuring her a 
Husband. It happen'd one day as Alexis was 
ſhewing his Toys, that Hluia had mingled 
with his a little Glaſs-Box, wherein was a 
Letter, when ſhe, through Fear or Haſtineſs, 
in giving it him, let it fall, which breaking, 
diſcover'd the Letter: when Strega, being 
over-officious, took it up, and percciv'd this 
Inſcription, To my dear Greek ; but, not 
thinking it proper to take any notice of it 
then, immediately gave it Jy/via. Alexis 
caſily perceiv'd the Emotions it caus'd in Jy/- 
via, who changing colour two or three times, 
put it in her Pocket. A-while after our Mer- 
chant was obliged to depart without the plea- 
ſure of Sy/via's Letter, and much vex'd at 
the Uncaſineſs which he thought that Acci- 
dent had caus d in her. | 


STREGA, who till then never had an 
Opportunity of gaining her Maſter's Favour 
by any Diſcoveries, thought this a ſufficient 
motive; ſo going to him, ſhe gave him a 

N 3 par- 
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articular account of the Letter, and every 
rele paſſage ſhe had ever perceiv'd concern- 
ing the Familiarity of the ſuppoſed Erecian 
and Sylvia. It is eaſy to imagine that this 
caus'd ſome Suſpicion in Bracchus ; yet it 
was check'd by his being ſure, as he thought, 
that Alexis was certainly by that Time at 
Mexico; yet he defir'd to ſee him the next 
time he came, which was in a few days. 


ONE might reaſonably think that his 
Dreſs would have ſufficiently alter'd him; fo 
that no one could caſily haye known him 
again : but it was not ſecure againſt the pe- 
netrating Eyes of Bracchus, who, after a 
ſmal] Examination, diſcover'd the Fallacy. 
I think, (ſaid he to Sy/via in an inſulting 
manner,) this Grecian has ſomething the Re- 
ſemblance of Alexis; and, it I am not mil 
taken, tis he too. Well, continued he in 
a Paſſion, 1 find I have hitherto been impos d 
on; but now I'll have my Pennyworths out 
of him; Il have him impriſon'd for a Cheat, 
and one that would have ſtole my Daughter: 
ſo went out to call his Servants to hurry him 
betore a Juſtice of Peace. Alexis knowing he 
could alledge no unjuſt thing againſt him, was 
reſolv'd to go; but Ha, who valu'd his 
Safety aboye ker own, prevail'd with him by 
her Tears and Intreaties to make his Efcape, 
which he did by throwing up a Saſh, that 
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leaping out, ſoon gain'd the Street, where 
they {ought diligently for him, but to no 
purpoſe; for he had hid himſelf, where he 
ſtay d till the Darkneſs of the Night favour'd 
his Retreat, when he went to the Greczar's, 
and gave him an account of what had hap 
pened. 


'TIS impoſſible to expreſs the Paſſion 
Bracchus was in to think how he was bit: 

but what augmented his Grief the moſt, was 
the Effects that were gone to Mexico, which 
be gave over for loſt; beſides his having 
failed in his Enterprize of getting rid of A. 
texts, which was his Aim by doing it: ſo 
that we may very well apply the French 
Phraſe to his Conduct, which is, Celui qui 
cherche le Peril, ne manque pas diy perir. 


STLVIA was in no leſs Trouble to 
think of the Poſſibility there might be of 
not ſeeing or hearing from Alexis in a long 
time: however, comforting herſelf with 
Hope, joined with the inviolable Aſſurances 
of Alexis's Fidelity, was ſome allay to her 
Grief. Bracchus in the mean time was like 
a Madman; he ſent for Antimus, and ac- 
quainted him how they had been impos'd 
upon: ſo that he was for laying another 
Scheme, but Antimus would by no means 
come into it, being now inclined to favour 
his Son's ene rather than croſs buy. 
| | 4 . 
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AILEXIC could now ſee no Poſſibi- 
lity of ſeeing lia; Simo now was of no 
uſe to them, by reaſon that Bracchus and 
Antimus's Houſes being ſo nigh, he could 
no way go unperceiv'd either by Bracchus 
or his Father to look for Simo. A while 
after there was a Maſquerade in the Hay- 
Market, when Alexis thinking he might there 
fortunately meer. with Sy/via, remembring 
he had ſeen a Habit of hers, which ſhe had 
never worn : ſo concluded if ſhe was there, 
that would be a ſure Sign for him not to 
err; and plerique omnes Fortunati ſunt in 
Amore. ſo was he, for ſome young Ladies 
of Hlvia's Acquaintance very much impor- 
tuning her to accompany them there, at laſt 
prevailed with her. Alexis immediately 
knew Hylvia, when addreſſing himſelf to her, 
afrer ſome Diſcourſe, he diſcover'd who he 
was: Sylvia was not leſs charmed with the 
knowledge of a Turk (which was the Dreſs 
Alexis had on,) than her former Grecan ; 
neither was the pleaſure which ſuch a happy 
Rencounter could create in Alexis inferior 
to hers. Theſe Lovers now felt a real Sa- 
tisfaction, they gave each other mutual Aſ- 
ſurances of a future Fidelity. In deſpite of 
all Misfortunes, they conſulted what meaſures 
to take for their Safety, which was, that A- 
lexis ſhould once more retire into the Coun- 
try, whilſt ſhe would carneſtly obſerve how 
| Things 
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Things were ordered at home, and give him 
every Opportunity an Account: but thinking 
they might run a great Hazard of being diſ- 
coycr'd, if by Chance one of his "Letters 
ſhould miſcarry, or by any means be inter- 
cepted; it was ſo reſolv'd that Sia only 
ſhould write to Alexis. The Maſquerade 
broke up, when the two Lovers with the 
utmoſt Reluctance parted; but not without 
a ſecret pleaſure that they had ſo happily 
met. | Ft Riad 


ANTIMUS was under ſome uncaſineſs, 
by reaſon he knew not where to find his 
Son; who would now be glad to ſee him, 
and prevail with him to come home, re- 
ſolving with himſelf for the future to aſſiſt 
him in his Amour, ſince there was nothing 
but Juſtice and Honour ever aimed at. In 
ſhort, he ſpent ſome Time in ſeeking him 
in all the publick and private Places which 
he uſed to frequent; he made an Enquiry 
amongſt all his Acquaintance, but particu- 
larly of Marius's Father; who perceiving him 
in a great concern for his Son, enjoined. him 
to Secrecy, and told him how it was Marius 
who was gone to Mexico, inſtead of Alexis: 
that the Perſons employ'd by Bracehus had 
made the Miſtake ; that he was very well, as 
he ſaw by a Letter from him, and pleas d 
with his good Fortune. Antimus could but 


admire how often Fortune had favour'd 2 
lexis, 
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Jexis, and the many Difficulties he had al- 
ready ſurmounted, thought now of nothing 
more than of contributing to his Eaſe, could 
he but once find him again. 


BRACCHUS, on the contrary, was 
very much perplex'd that Antimus refuſed to 
aſſiſt him in another Scheme: however, like 
a true Politician, he reſolved not to be idle, 
tho he could no way propoſe any end to 
his Undertaking, unleſs the death of his 
Daughter by his cruel Severities. In ſhort, 
he was not long before he put it in execu- 
tion; for, a few days after, meeting with 2 
Gentleman at one of his Acquaintances, 
whom he thought he could approve of for 
his Son, was very inquiſitive to know who 
he was, and what Family he belong'd to, and 
what Fortune he had : all which anſwering 
his Expectations, he was reſolv'd he ſhould 
ſupplant Alexis. | 


HE accordingly invited the Gentleman, 
(whom we muſt call Flavillus) to his Houſe, 
which he readily accepted. The Day ap- 

pointed for the entertaining of Flavillus 
being come, he did not fail of being punc- 
tual to Bracehuss Orders, who received him 
with abundance of Kindneſs and good Breed- 
ing, which he was not at all a Stranger to; 
and was certainly a fine-Gentleman, had he 
not been addicted to ſo ſordid and avati- 
8 tious 
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tious a Temper. He was not long before he 
acquainted him with his Deſign of giving 
him his Daughter for a Wife, and of making 
him his Heir; which Flavillus told him was 


too great an Honour tor him: yet, ſince he 


was inclined to favour him, he would make 
it his ſtudy to deſerve his Eſteem. Flavillus 
was a Gentleman of a good Family, about 
forty Years of Age, a very agreeable Man. In 
ſhorr, one that any Woman might have been 
happy with : but, what was his greateſt Per- 
fection was Bracchus's Loadſtone, Money. 
Supper being ready, he had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing Sy{via, who received him with all the 
Reſpect that was due to a Gentleman of her 
Father's Acquaintance. Our Lover (for ſo 
we may call him,) was often agitated with 


Hope and Deſpair, not at all doubting but 
that ſo fine a Lady as via was, had before 
then caſt ſome favourable Regard on ſome 
happy Perſon; yet his Hope center'd in what 


Bracchus had told him, that he deſigned her 


for his Wife. It was very late before he took 
his leave, when Bracehus defired he would 


viſit him often, and uſe his Houſe as his own: 


when, after a great many Compliments for 
the Favours he had already receiv'd, he departed. 


After he was gone, he began to interrogate 
Hlvia what ſhe thought of Flavillus, and 


how ſhe could approve of him for a Husband ? 
telling her withal, that was the reaſon of his 
Viſit. To which ſhe anſwer'd, that ſhe had 


given 


given her Faith to Alexis, and that ſhe could 
never be guilty of ſo baſe an Ingratitude, as 
to accept of any other: that Heaven alone 
knew how ſtrongly they were united, and 
that ſhe would ſooner a thouſand times ſuf- 
fer death, than be any other's than his, in- 
treating him with Tears, and upon her 8 
that would have pierced a Heart of Stone; 
yet could not penetrate that of his; not to 
oblige her to commit a thing, which would 
of neceſſity redound to her utter Ruin, and 
make her eternally miſerable. To which he 
would not hearken, telling her, what Pro- 
miſes or Contracts they had made to each other 
were clandeſtine, and of no effect: ſo that 
her Duty to him was of much more conſe- 
quence, and ought to prevail over hers and 
Alexiss Folly; who, he believd, had no 
. great Love for her, her Fortune excepted : 
telling her alſo, that Flavillus was a Man of 
Merit, as well as Worth; and that, if ſhe 
valued her future Repoſe, ſhe muſt conform 
-herſelf ro her Obedience, forgetting all 
thoughts of Alexis, and think of enjoying 
all the Felicities ſhe could expect in him in 
 Flavillus : but, if ſhe failed in the leaſt 
point of her Duty, ſhe muſt expect to fall 
under his Diſpleaſure. 


| 
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Oh! unhappy me, continued ſhe, I may 
juſtly (ay with the Pſalmiſt, 7hat no Sorrow 
is like unto my Sorrow; a thing, ſure, ſaid 
| ſhe, 
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ſhe, Sir, unknown to you, or you would 
never have tormented me thus: is all Pity 
extinguiſh'd in you? will nothing but my 
Life ſatisfy your Avarice? has not Fortune 
been bountiful ro, you, and gave you enough 
to make us happy, but you muſt thruſt me \ 


| headlong into everlaſting Miſery? O Hea- 


vens, {aid ſhe, I can no longer ſupport my 
Troubles; 


Did but my dear Alexis know my Grief, 
And what I ſuffer, 'twould be ſome Relief 
To my poor troubled Soul; but, Oh, alas? 


My Hirits fail, I ſink, I die apace. 


SHE had hardly utter d theſe Words but 
ſhe fell down in a Swoon, which Bracchus 
perceiving, fear'd his Rigour had been carry'd 
too far, and was in ſome doubt. whether ſhe 
had any Life in her, or no, immediately pro- 
cured all poſſible Help to recover her, which 
they had much ado to effect; they immedi- 
ately/ put her to Bed; where ſhe colltinacd 
very ul a great while 5 


'BRACCHUS, who now ſaw that no- 
thing could eradicate the Thoughts ſne had 
entertained in favour of Alexis, thought it 


the beſt way to uſe Policy, by giving her 


ſome Hopes of ſoon attaining their Deſires; 
as thinking it might in a great meaſure con- 


tribute to her ſpeedy Recovery. Being un- 
willing 


\ 
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willing to loſe his only Daughter, he made 
the firſt ſtep in this manner; he deſired Fla- 
villus to forbear making his Addrefles to 
Sytvia, of which he acquainted her; which 
gave her a real Satisfaction. He then told 
her, he was inclined to favour Alexis, ſince 
he perceivd the Repoſe of her Life could 
admit of no other, as a Partaker. This gave 
Life to the deſpairing Huia, who now be- 
mn: to participate with the Living again. 


"ALEXIS, who had been all this while 
without heating a Syllable from Hluia, had 
great reaſon to fear ſome unlucky Accident 

had befallen her: whilſt he was in theſe 
Incertitudes, he had the Happineſs of 1 . 
ing this Letter from her. 
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MAY juſtly 3 myſelf to a Ship in 

a Storm continually agitated by the daſh- 
ing of the Waves, with only the Hopes of a 
Calm to free it from ſo imminent a Danger: 
ſo I, by my Father's Severities, have been 
comtinually harraſs'd and perplex'd 3 but have 
now {Thanks to my propitious Fate,) ſomt 
Hopes of Redreſs: He has, ſince I had the 
pleaſure of ſccing your dear Self, endeavour d 
nn me, both by my Duty, and Com- 
pulſion, 
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pulſion, to marry a Gentleman named Fla- 
villus, whoſe Offers I ſtrenuouſſy oppos d, 


and have now conquer'd all future Advances 
from him: I have alſo gained ſo much of 
my Farher's Favour, as to ſay he'll favour 
you, ſince he perceived my Wiſhes ended in 
you alone. You may, perhaps, my Life, 
think this only a Stratagem he might uſe to 
find you; but I can well affure you of the 
contrary : ſo, if you value my Repoſe, T 
4 re you, by all our deareſt Ties, to come 

.0ndon as ſoon: as poſſible; whoſe Pre- 
2 will create an inexpreſſible Pleaſure in 
the deareſt part of myſelf. 


Tour Unchangeable | 
STELVI A. 


HE bad no "ſooner rend this Lettet bur. 


he immediately went to London to one of 


his particular Friends, as not thinking it con- 
venient to go directly to his Father's Houſe, 
being wary leſt S$y{via. ſhould have been im- 
pos d upon, and chat they had, as Vet, ane 


Deſign upon him. 
* ANTIMUS, whoſe Pains | had been in- 


defatipable to find his Son, happily met with 


him there, where lie expteſſed the Joy he 
receivd at the ſight of him in à very pa- 
thetick manner; ſo that he could not help 

ſay ing 
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ſaying of him, as Simo did of his Son Pam 
philus, in Terence; 


| 1 um uno ore omnes omnia bona dicere 
Et laudare Fortunas meas ; qui guatum 
| Haberem tali I r rau 


IN mort, he went home with Antimus 
very well pleas d; who, upon ſerious Conſi- 
deration, thought him every way deſerving 
the Love of Sy/via; Firſt, by his natural Love 
of her. Secondly, by the Hazard of his Life 
with Ca/pus. Thirdly, by his reſcuing her 
from the Raviſhers: And Fourthly, by. the 
many Troubles and Difficulties he had en- 
dured and ſurmounted; fo that he promiſed 
him his Aid and Aſſiſtance. He told him 
how Bracchus prevailed with him by his Pro- 
miſes, and the Probability he ſaw, by all 
outward, appearance, of his Succeſs, to give 
him his Conſent to ſend him abroad, that 
he might acquire a Fortune; and that he 
had engaged his Honour to give him HIuia 
at his Return: but your Deſtinies, ſaid he, 
have ordered otherwiſe, He told him like- 
wiſe how fortunate Marius was, thro Mil 
take; and what a general Satisfaction it 
proved to all his Relations, all which was, 
as yet, unknown to Bracchus. Alexis knew 
not well what conſtructions to put upon ſuch 
an Eclairciſſement, ſuch a Viciſſitude; yet 


was he exccedingly pleas d to find his Father 
in 


1 — LeCit” 
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in his Intereſt: He now thought of nothing 
more than ſeeing Hy via, which he did the 
day after, as he paſſed by the Houſe; this 
produced an agreeable Satisfaction to them 
both: ſo that Alexis ſeeking for his faithful 
Simo, was not long before he found him, to 
whom he gave this Letter, to deliver to his 
dear Idol. 


To GEES 5 


Mapa, 


CAN'T ſay but your Commands wete 

a great motive; yet I muſt confeſs, my 
own Inclinations were a much greater to 
come to London, where I might once more 
with pleaſure behold my deareſt Sy/v74. Your 
long Silence; my Soul, made my Exzle; for 
ſo I may call it, when I am baniſh'd from 
you, almoſt inſupportable. Oh! how was 
my mind continually tortur'd with new Dif- 
truſts, and Jealouſies; Fears, Troubles, Suſpi- 
cions, and Anxieties, alternately took their 
places in my Soul: my Time was wholly 
devoted to my deareſt Su]. By Day you 
was my Meditation; by Night my Dreams; 
on you — were all my Thoughts employ d; 
in the greateſt Solitude I found a: Happineſs. 
I — 4 my Dear, intrude on your Goodneſs, 
for prolonging my Letter, by giving you an 
account of my 8 which I interpreted 
as 
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as a happy Omen, though not without ſome 
Trouble, before it can be accompliſhed. 


The DREAM. 


ME THOUGHT I, walking in a plea- 
ſant Shade, 

O' en, the Cries of ſome unhappy Maid: 

Whether by Fortune, or by Chance, it were, 

That did conduct me to th oppreſſed Fair, 

T cannot tell; but ſure I am that I, 

Stretch d on the ground, a beauteous Form 
did ſpy. | 

She hd and ery d, and then ſbe tore her 
Hair; 

The ſureſt Emblems of a deep Deſpaig: 

Then rais'd her drooping Head, and ſighing 
atd, 

Ob! ws Parents ! Oh: ' unhappy Maid 

J, by your Scorn, have loſt my deareſt Swain, 

The ſweeteft Touth ! the Thoughts augment 
my Pam: 

How could you from me baniſb all my Bliſs, 

My Joy, my Peace, my Soul, my Happineſs ? 


| Did but my dear Alexis know my Grief, 
And what I ſuffer, 'twould be ſome Relief 
To my poor drooping Soul ; but oh! alas! 

| My Spirits fail, 1 ſinł, I die apace. 
Z Startled 
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Startled at that, ? 4 could no longer. bear 
To be conceal'd, bit rait ways did appear 
Armed with Pity, with the greateſt ſpeed 
Flew to the ſuccour of that charming Maid. 
But, 0 my God] how great was my ſurprize ? 
When" all that Scene preſented to my Eyes, 


Soon as 1 ſaw her lovely Face, did know 

That "twas my Sylvia that had ſuffer d ſo, 

2 ſtrove to raiſe my charming Fair, 
nd ſi Zbing, whiſper '4 ſoftly in her ear 

Ceaſe now, my Deareſt, and no more com- 

plain, 

Tour happy Lover is return'd again f 

Led here by Iuſtruct, to relieve Jon came. 

With (+4 you roſe, and faintly thus hou 

I 

Is. it Alexis that's come. to my aid? 2 

Ah! lovely Boy, . how. kind is Heaven 02, 

7 hat i in my vgs A r ſent me . a 


Gps 4. in each able 5 "Hrs we then a 
lie 1 
Involud in Napf, and Meer Eta 
But, oh! I wakd with the exceſs of Foy. 
O ſtrange Illuſion ! thus for to have ſeen 
So much Deſpair and Pleaſure in a Dream. 


O 2 I 
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I SH OULD, my Dear, make i an Aber 
for the Badneſs of my Verſe; but, knowing 
that all Lovers are naturally Friends to the 

Muſes, I rely on your extenſive Goodneſs to 
pardon all that is amiſs; and to overlook 
all Imperfections, which Jeu meet ** in, 


My Deareſt SYLVIA, . 1 
| 7 our Eternal Admirer, 
AL E * 1 5. 


THIS Letter was very acceptable to „ 1 
via, who waited impatiently in expectation 
of one: now ſhe began to think that all her 
Troubles and Inquietudes were at an end; 
and that every day would produce ſome new 
Felicity. She thought hetſelf doubly happy 
in having vanquiſh'd her Father's Importuni- 
ties, by his promiſe to favour their Inclina- 
tions, and Alexis being near her; ſo that 
they thought themſelves ſure of their former 
Pleaſure of ſeeing, and writing to each other, 
tho not of diſcourſing. Sy/via ſoon after 
ſent the eine Anſwer. 0 
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To ALEXIS. 


An; 


OUR Letter reibe in me a great deal 

of pleaſure, and I muſt confeſs, it very 

milk heightned my Admiration, to find how 

great a Partaker you was with me in my Sor- 

row, as appears in the firſt part of your 

Dream. Really, 'you might have concluded 

it ominous, and the Fore-runner of ſome 

Evil : but now, my Soul, I hope all our 

Fears and Anxictics are over; my Father ſeems 

to me the moſt alter'd Man upon the earth: he 

now, inſtead of inventing me new Vexations, 

makes it his whole ſtudy to pleaſe me. This, 
my Dear, is the ſtate I am now in, and want. 
nothing upon earth to compleat my Happi- 

neſs but your dear Self. 


The H eavens above are n to ſee that 
We 

In Friendſhip, Love, and Unity, agree | 

As if our Souls were in each other's closd 

So faſt, that they could never more be loos d: 


But always to continue ſtill the ſame, 
A bright, moſt lovely, and a virtuous Flame. 


Adien, my Soul! the beſt of Lovers. or 
| | STE 7 74. | 
O 3 THUS 
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THUS did they ure involv'd in pleaſure' 


for a conſiderable time, till Bracchus, en- 
vious and jealous of ſome ſuppos d Happi- 
neſs, which he thought H, ́ enjoy d, by 
her appearing ſo well att d, was for play- 
ing his old Game: ſhe now was all Life, 
brisk, gay, merry. In ſhort, every thing that 
appears. in one who enjoys a real Satisfac- 
tion was ſeen in her: but, as there are ſome 
People in the World, that are never caſy 
bue when they are cauſing Diſturbances and 
Perturbations ; ſo was Bracchus, in particu- 
lar, addicted to this Failing : for, rather than 
be idle, he would not ſparc his only Daugh- 
ter. But, conſidering how ſtrong an Affec- 
tion ſne had conceived for Alexis, he thought 
her Policy might be beyond his; when he 
conſider'd Mlexio's Youth and her Age, j join'd 
with the inviolable Aſſurances they had given 
each other of their Fidelity and Conſtancy, 
it gave him a perpetual Alarm, and made him 
keep a continual watch over all her Actions. 
To be brief, no Thought, that might turn to 
their diſadvantage, eſcaped him; he was 
now more reſolutely bent upon diſengaging 
them than ever, which made 2 great altera- 
tion in his Conduct; which Sylvia in a few 
days but too plainly diſcover'd. Not two 
days journey from London, amongſt many 
very pleaſant Habitations, there is a little Hill, 


111 _ the Beauty and Fertility of its Situ- 
ation, 


* 
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ation, few can vye with it. Here Bracchus 
has a Seat, which has two Properties ſeldom 
found together, being both ſtrong and fair, 
inviron'd with a pleaſant Country, and ac- 
commodated with all the Delights one can 
deſire in a Country-Houſe. He commands 
Sytuia to be removed thither, and accom- 
panies her himſelf : but, by rcafon they 
ſeparate her from the Obje& of her Love, 
theſe ſweet Delights of this pleaſant Coun- 
try were leſs and unpleaſing, and brought 
upon her a violent Illneſs : where, when ſhe, 
began by little and little to get Strength, 
(help'd by the hope ſhe had to be no more 
croſſed in her Love.) Bracchus having or- 
dered herAunt to tell her, that now he thought 
no more of the Promiſe he had made her; 
which he did only to cozen her Diſeaſe; ſhe 
fell ſuddenly into a terrible Phrenzy : and 
whereas in her firſt Sickneſs they thought 
only of the loſs of her Wits, this they thought 
would take away her Life; for this troubled 
her ſo ſtrangely, and produc'd ſuch unuſual 
Actions and fearful Words, as none had ever 
heard of the like Phrenzy. Here was Brac- 
chus more afflicted than ever, and the Phy- 
ſicians much at a loſs to find the cauſe of 
this new Diſcaſe of Body; not any way con- 
ſidering the Troubles of her Mind, but only 
from Conjectures drawn from the Sympathy 
of the two principal parts that compole our 
Being. They concluded, that, having been 

: of bred 
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bred at London, the Air is not ſo natural as 
that of the Town; and that her Sadneſs 
cauſes theſe ſtrange Humours in her. Brac- 
thus is perſuaded of the ſame, and reſolves to 
carry her to à place, where the frequency 
of Company might divert her from that me- 


lancholy Fit: ſhe is accordingly removed to 


Bath, where able Phyſicians are more plen- 
tiful, and Remedies nearcr at hand than in 
the Country. At her firſt coming, ſhe was 
viſited by many of the chicfeſt young Ladies, 
Time, which is the great Phyſician of the 
Spirits, having drawn away the Clouds that 
ſuffocated the Reaſon of Hluia, rendred her 
fitter for Conſolation than before ; and that 
Houſe at Bath ſeeming like the place of her 
Nativity, gave her ſome caſe in her many 
Sufferings. Here, on a ſudden, ſhe is reſtor'd 
to her Senſes and perfect Health: yet, ne- 
vertheleſs, her Heart, like the Needle to the 
North-Pole, turns inceſſantly to her dear 
Alexis; not at all doubting but that imo had 
found means of letting him know where ſhe 
Was, as he really had, but was forced to make 
Patience a Virtue. Many Viſits ſhe received 
every day, as much out of reſpect to her Father, 
as the Sweetneſs of her own Converſation. 
Though not quite healed of her Wound, no- 
thing is ſo pleaſing to her, as to ſteal by her- 
ſelf ſometimes to contemplate in herThoughts 
the Object ſhe could not ſee, except with 
the 100 of her Underſtanding. As many 


as 
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as attend her are ſo many Argus s, and as 
narrowly watch her as the Argonauts the 
golden Fleece, or the waking Dragon the 
Garden of the Heſperides: ſo that ſhe might 
ſay, as the Holy Scripture ſaith, So many 
Domeſticks, ſo many Enemies. Unhappy 
Sylvia had ſomething in her Innocency fit 
to be compar'd to the Queen of Carthage, 
whom the Prince of Roman Pocts has tax'd 
with having committed a Fault with c_/Zneas, 
of whom ſhe is thoroughly revenged by thoſe 
who have wrote the true Hiſtory of her chaſte 
Carriage. All conclude, that Marriage was 
a Tye would ſettle her in Peace, bring her 
Comfort, and ſettle his Houſe, by drawing 
her from all thoſe youthful Paſſions. This 
Deliberation made known, there would not 
need much time to find a Match for her, and 
being of ſo good a Family, ſeveral would 
be proud of this Alliance. A Magiſtrate of 
a ſovereign Company wonderfully rich, hav- 
ing an only Son, who was but indifferently 
endow'd with external Beauty, but, on the 
contrary, was vaſtly rich, (which to Bracchus 
would make Deformity itſelf ſeem fair,) 
ſpeaks with Cotis, (for ſo we ſhall call this 
Magiſtrate, Father of Ocellus;) who was not 
backward in opening his Eyes to this Alli- 
ance, promiſing to ſet all at reſt, and make 
Ocellus his ſolc Heir, if it might be accom- 
Pliſh'd, To ask and obtain, is the ſame thing; 
Hlvia is many Years younger than Ocellus : 
8 8 but 
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but that is the leaſt Bracchus cares for; he 
ſhall have Crowns in abundance ;z and what 
is more, an Officer to maintain and govern 
his Houſhold-Affairs. He abſolutely concludes 
it with Cotis, who doubts not the Obedience 
of his Son, thoug h Bracchus cannot aſſure 
him of Hias; wm was reſolved to uſe 
Force, where neither Love or Duty could 
prevail. One day, having call'd Sy/vza, he 
made a Speech to her with all the Sweetneſs 
he could borrow from his Pride and great- 
neſs of Spirit ; telling her, how advantageous 
a Match it would be; and therefore, coun- 
ſell d her to think ſeriouſly on it, and for- 
get all her unworthy Thoughts of Alexis, 
who had almoſt coſt her the loſs of her 
Wits, and Life too; telling her alſo, what 
an extreme pleaſure it would be to him to 
ſee her comply with his Deſire in that caſe. 
Hlvia, finding in his Speech nothing but 
3 found herſelf touch'd in the ten- 
dereſt of her Affections: but, as it is im- 
poſſible a new Veſſel ſhould loſe its Smell 
I Colour of the Liquor with which it has 
been fill'd, ſhe was in great ae how to 
anſwer him according to his Deſire; and yet, 
not willing to ſend him abroad to no pur- 
poke, ſhe eſteemed it berter to dire& her 
Speech with that Government, as might not 
eem altogether to oppoſe. him. But, when 
ſhe was further preſſed by Bracchus, ſhe ex- 
cuſed herſelf, by her tenderneſs of Wan 
| 
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unfit for that. Bracchus, having taken hee 


at her Word, told her, ſhe ought not then to 
do it with Alexis. Sir, I believe it, reply d 
ſhe, that Marriages are made in Heaven, and 
practis d on Earth, and it is hard to reſiſt the 
Influences of this Cauſe being concluded 
above, as to that Point; and therefore, ſhe 
beſought him to pardon her as to that, hav- 
ing received of God free Will, and not of 
him: altho' the Reſpect ſhe ow d him might 
hinder her from marrying, yet his Authority 
ſhould not be ſo tyrannical, as to make het 
forget thoſe Tyes betyeen her and Alexis; 
for, being impoſſible e do both, ſhe could 
neyer be any other's than his, whom the 
Heavens and her Conſent had firſt given her. 
Scarce had Bracchus patience to bear this 
lat Word with a dying Liberty from the 
Mouth of Sylvia, without putting himſelf into 
his accuſtomed Threats and Revilings ; yet, 
with holding himſelf in the midſt of this Tor- 


rent as impetuous as impious, for tear of 


putting this young Lady into thoſe Extre- 
mities, which his violent Cruelty had hereto- 
fore reduced her to: ſo, preſerving himſelf 
from Paſſion, diſcours'd on Rebellion, Diſ- 
obedience, and Ingratitude of Children; ſay- 
ing, they were accompanied with the Pride 
of Liberty; that, without any Wiſdom or 
Experience, they would make Laws for their 
Fathers; and, by their ſottiſh Love and par- 
_ Fancics, bring Deſolation to their Fa- 


mill les. / 
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milies. With this his Choler made him ut- 
ter many frivolous Threats, as that, if ſhe 
would not -marry him, he would diſinherit 
her, and gives her his Curſe, if ever ſhe 
married Alexis without his Conſent re- 
proaching her of Baſeneſs and Poorneſs of 
Spirit: withal, ſpeaking many invective 
Words againſt Alexis. To which ſhe anſwer'd 
with Silence, excuſing herſelf, that, having 
given her Faith to him, ſhe could not, be- 
fore God, ever marry any other: whereupon 
Bracchus conſults with Cotis; yet, hiding 
moſt part of his Diſgleaſure. This fooliſh 
Girl, ſays he, being at a Ball, a young Gen- 
tleman made his Addreſſes to her, and has 
ſo far Prevail'd on her Inclinations, as to 
have given him Promiſe of Marriage; can 
this Promiſe bind her? To which Cotzs an- 
ſwer'd, No : but that all theſe private Con- 
tracts, ſecret Practices, and flying Oaths, were 
as Air or Running-Water; whereupon he 
conſults the Theologians, who teach him the 
ſame Doctrine, declaring null all clandeſtine 
Marriages. All which could have no preva- 
lence over Sy/via; ſhe is reprehended of 
Rebellion and Diſobedience: here is Heaven 
and Earth againſt her. One day, ſeeing her- 
ſelf almoſt vanquiſh'd by her Father's Propo- 
ſitions; which, like a cunning Fencer, preſſed 
her ſtill further, ſhe anſwered him in this man- 
ner. Sir, ſaid the, they who will ask a rea- 
ſon for Love, may as well ſeek freſh Water 

| in 
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in the Sea, Birds in the Floods, or Fiſhes in 
the Air. The reaſon of Love is Love itſelf, 
whoſe Empire is ſo ſtrong, as it maintains 
itſelf good againſt ourſelves; and whoſe 
Chains can no ways be broken but by Death 
alone: which is now the Caſe of your un- 
happy Daughter. Whilſt poor Sy/vi4 was 
in theſe Perplexities, Alexis was not leſs 
troubled, being rotally debarr'd the pleaſure 
of either ſeeing or hearing from her: tho” 
in his Perſon, he wanted not Perfections 
to deſerve the Love and Eſteem of all. Now 
Antimus, oppreſſed by the fickleneſs of For- 
tune, had been obliged to mortgage part of 
his Eſtate: ſo that ia would have been 
a Match very advantageous to the ſettling of 
his Affairs, eſpecially when he conſider'd the 
reciprocal Liking there was betwcen her and 
Alexis; he was, nevertheleſs, ſo rich in 
Honour, that he would not, by any unlaw- 


ful means, have come to a better. The un- 


fortunate Sia, in the mean time, was tor- 
menting herſelf without any Comfort; no- 
thing pleaſes her: being ſo diſpleaſed with 
herſelf, Nights were tedious to her, having 
loſt her accuſtomed Repoſe; the Day is un- 
welcome, becauſe, like a Perſpective, it 
makes her ſee too clearly her Misfortunes. 


She hates the public Light, but Silence loves, 
And lonely Shades of ſolitary Groves. 
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HE Who (aid, Liberty is a Bleſling he 
would not ſell for all the Good in the Word, 

is deceived in more than half of the juſt 
1p becauſe, there are in the World a as 
many more Chains of Gold as of Iron, 
There is a vaſt difference between the Diſ- 
poſitions of theſe two Families; Bragchus 
being of a cholerick, miſerly, nigg ardly Tem- 
per, and Antimus of a pleaſing, generous, 
and noble Diſpoſition : 


Who, in rare Manners, had his Sex out- FEY 
Next comes Alexis, and gives place to none. 


ALEXIS, whoſe Thoughts were all 
:mploy'd on his dear Sytvia ; being one day 
by himſelf meditating, wrote theſe Verſes: 


MJ T vain and fruitleſs are my long 
Defires, 

Fed and Fomented by a world Ul Fires, 

Which burn my Soul : the Air in which 1 
| breathe, 

Renders me like a Sacrifice of Death. 

Deſires in hopes aſſail poor me oppreſt ; 

And, Viper-like, feed on my love-ſick Breaſt: 

The actiue flame of my great Soul ſhall fly 

Thro all the Regions of the ſtarry Shy ; 


us, ſmking in the Breaſt of Sylvia, die!) 
STLVIA 
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SILVIA has transformed him; altho' 
a captivated Will, yet voluntarily he ſubmits 
to his Servitude, and accounts it his greateſt 
Happineſs. It is hard to give Love without 
receiving; it is ſuch true Gold, it remains 
always between the Fingers of thoſe who 
diſtribute it: Men's Hearts can no more re- 
ſit it than the Herb Approxus can Fire; 
which is no ſooner touch'd, but it conſumes. 
The greateſt Courages are the ſooneſt caſt 
down under this Violence, which hath the 
greateſt Strength in its Sweetneſs, and makes 
us find nothing ſo ſweet as its Strength. 


STLVY1 A's Uneaſineſs and Inqui- 
etudes had almoſt thrown her into Deſpair; 
which cauſed her to write the following 
Letter, though ſhe knew not which way to 
convey it to the unhappy Alexis: yet, as a 
ſort of Eaſe to her perplexed Mind, he 
wrote, as follows. 


To ALEXIS. 
SIR, 


ER MIT, thrice beloved, and moſt 
lovely Alexis, to the wretched Hluia, 

but in no other manner than being detain d 
from the Sight of your dear Self, to open 
her Heart unto thee, which has been entirely 
al ways, 
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always, and invariably thine; that, in taking 
my laſt Leave of you and the World, I may. 
preſent before you, as my laſt Farewell, . 
theſe dying Words: Since, after ſo many 


ſweet Teſtimonies of Friendſhip, we muſt 


part; the remembrance of which is death 
itſelf in the moſt cruel manner. Alas! why 
has my cruel Father deprived us of that 
happy Time, in which, not having other 
Care but to pleaſe you, you ſeem d to ſtudy 
nothing but to content me, in yielding me 
Love for Love, in which conſiſted the Feaſt 
of out Felicities. Whither are thoſe fair 
days gone, when I lived but for you, nor 
breathed but to pleaſe you? Oh! then was 
I happy beyond my Merit ; and ſhould have 
ſill continued ſo, had my Father's Severities 
been more moderate: now am I, like a 
Priſoner, confined, becauſe I won't fubmit 
to break, either by my Duty, or Compulſion, 
thoſe dear Tyes between us. That which is 
my only Comfort, is, if I ſhould furvive 
thoſe dear Promiſes you made me of your 
Fidelity; to which, if I compare my preſent 
Miſeries, I find them all but a mean Com- 
pariſon. Oh! my dear Alexis, tis impoſlible 
to expreſs how ſtrongly your Idea is graven 
in my Heart; too deep ever to be eraſed 
but by Death. In ſhort, we muſt comply 
with an old Poct, in Imitation of our Sut- 


ferings; ; 15 
E 
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We muſt with Patience, more or leſs, 
Suſtain thoſe Ills we can't redreſs ; 
Impatience is Afiiftion's Son, 

And breeds a thouſand Plagues in one. 


— 


ADIEU! my Life, and aſſure yourſelf, 
that living, or dying, I ſhall never be any 


other than 
Tour moſt faithful 
ST2LVIA. 


WHILST theſe things were in agitation, 
as an addition to their Miſery, Furfante, 
enraged at being diſappointed both by Sy/via 
and Bracchus, reſolved to make an attempt 
on Alexis's Life, rather than he ſhould enjoy 
SyFvia. He had diſcovered his Mind to one 
of his Retinue, (whom we ſhall call Harrol) 
which he had no ſooner done, than he re- 
ſolved on a baſe and unworthy Act; which 
was to ſhoot a Piſtol at the Head of the in- 
nocent Alexis. He accordingly takes his op- 
portunity, and when Day was ſhut in, (for 
theſe ſhameful Actions require Darkneſs) hay- 
ing learn'd he was in Company, where he 
paſſed his time in hearing a pleaſant Concert 
of Muſick, which he thought might, in ſomg 
meaſure, abate his Melancholy ; he ſent for 
him by a Lacquey, pretending, a Gentleman 

P under 
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under a borrow'd Name waited for him at 
the Door: of which he was no ſooner ac- 
quainted, but went to the Door; when he 
no ſooner appeared, but the traitorous Mur- 
therer, who attended him 4 Pied ferme, 
without ſaying a word, preſents the Piſtol to 
his Head. Alexis (turning of one fide) hap- 
pil evaded the Blow, which miſſing him, 

urſt the Door like Thunder, at which all the 
Houſe and Neighbourhood were alarm'd, the 
Concert ceaſed, and all ran to know the 
Cauſe : when the Villain would have drawn 
a Dagger, which he had purpoſely by his ſide, 
had not Alexis immediately ſeiz d him, and 
threw him down ſtairs; then drawing his 
Sword, he thruſt it twice or thrice into him, 
The Murtherer cry'd out fearfully. Alexis 
would have ended him, but deſirous to know 
who was the Perſon that employ'd him, and 
for what End, left him with ſome remains 
of Life. 


ALEXNXTIS's Friends came to his aſſiſt. 
ance with their Swords drawn, thinking he 
was not alone, ran up and down, ſuppoſing 
to find more of his Accomplices ; but meet- 
ing none, 'the Juſtice was ſent for, into whoſe 
hands the Traytor is put; who confeſſed he 
was incited to this baſe Act by Furfante, be- 
cauſe of a ſecret Revenge he ow'd Alexis. 


FUR. 
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FURFA NTE. was advertiſed of this Ac- 
cident, but loving Harrol as much as he hated 
Alexis, knew not of which ſide to range 
himſelf: for if he vindicates the Traytor, he 
covers himſelf with Shame and Infamy; and 
altho* he proteſts againſt it, yet will be ſtill 
thought Partaker of the Treaſon ; and to te- 
nounce him, would be to embrace che Cauſe 
of his Enemy, and abandon his Friend: but 
Honour bears him above Friendſhip, and 
blames this way, as altogether ſhameful and 
ill becoming à generous Courage. He diſ- 
avows Harrol, yet beſeeches the Jaſtices to 
content — with his Wounds, with- 
out putting him to a ſhameful death; to 
which they conſent, after his begging Alexis 
Forgiveneſs for his Attempt z who, conſi- 
dering it not to be his ſecking, but Furfante's, 
generouſly forgave him: and underſtanding 
** ante had baſely deſerted him in his Ne- 
ity, cries, Oh! how great is the Ingrati- 
2 of Worldlings | how frail their Strength! 
whoſe Amity is Enmity to that of Religion! 
Notwithſtanding all that Furfante could ſay 
againſt Harrol, in the Opinion of the World, 
this ſhameful Stain remained in his Forchcad, 
he being not only the Cauſe, but alſo con- 
ſenting to this abominable Act; the Fault 
of the Servant being often thrown on the 
Maſter. This raiſed marvelouſly the Reputation 
of Ai, who was acquitted for the Roving 
P 2 0 
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of Harrol, which proved not mortal. Oh! 
how much was Sylvia indebted to him for 
all this! enough to retain an eternal Acknow- 
ledgment. | 


THE inſupportable Pride and Inſolence 
of Furfante made him odious to all thoſe 
who had any Intereſt in his Cauſe : fo that 

uſtice and Virtue fighting for Fy/vza, made 
the Side of Alexis much more ſtrong and 
puiſſant. His Modeſty and Diſcretion contri- 
buted not a little to the Good-will that was 
borne him by many ; and there was not any 
one but what eſteemed him every way de- 
ſerving of Hlvia. 


BRACCHUS, in the mean time, was 
ſtil! preſſing her to marry Ocellus, but all in 
vain: ſo that Cotis was affronted in the 
higheſt degree at her Refuſal, and accordingly 
commands his Son never to go nigh Brac- 
chus's Houſe ; which he, in Obedience to his 
Will, performed. 


ALEXNXTIS was no longer able to be 
ſeparated from the Centre of his Affections, 
and reſolved to fee her by ſome means or 
other. He accordingly ſets out for Bath, 
where being arriv'd, he ſoon diſcover'd what 
part of the Place was ſo happy as to hold 
his dear ꝙluia; the only Impediment that 


now remained, was to deceive: her Guards. 
B R A C* 
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 BRACCHUSY's Affairs happ ily atthat 
Juncture required his Attendance at Landon; 
ſo that it was much caſter to be effected in 
his Abſence than otherwiſe. Alexis ſends a 
Maid-Servant, as from a Lady, to via, 
acquainting her with his being there, and 
begging her Aſſiſtance to let him ſee her; 
which was deliver'd in the preſence of her 
Aunt and Jtrega. She made no helitation 
to open It, thinking it really came from ſome 
new Acquaintance, having diſguiſed the Su- 
-perſcription : but when, to her great Amaze- 
ment, ſhe had open'd it, ſhe immediately 
knew it came from that dear Partney of her 
Soul, Alexis; ſhe was almoſt tranſported 
beyond herſelf, ſhe order'd the Servant to 
preſent her Service to the Lady, and tell her, 
ſhe would have the pleaſure. of waiting on 
her that Afternoon; ſo diſmiſs d her. She 
accordingly went to the Lady's from whence 
the Letter, but Alexis was not there: ſo 
making a Confidante of the Lady, (whom we 
ſhall call Alicia) that ſhe might aid and af- 
ſiſt her in their Interviews, ſhe impatiently 
waited Alexis's Return. It was not long be- 
fore the happy Minute came that both our 
Lovers enjoy d the pleaſure of a Rencounter, 
which afforded them a greater Felicity than 
ever they yet enjoy d. Of ſuch a nature 
is the meeting of abſent Lovers, that what- 
ever Troubles they have endured, their pre- 

| P 3 {eat 
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ſent Pleaſure is Superintendant, and buries 
all paſt Things in Oblivion. Alicia could 
but admire the Sympathy betwecn that charm- 
ing Couple, the Beauty of the adorable Hi 
via; nor was ſhe leſs pleaſed with the charm. 

ing Alexis. Oh ! how did ſhe behold him, 
not as a Friend, but as the Phoenix of his 
Sex. Love had already made a paſlage to her 
Heart, and all her Happine{s conſiſted in be- 

holding him; her Affection prompted her to 
contribute all that in her lay to procure the 
Happineſs of the two Lovers: but, to ſpeak 
more 4 propos, her own. She valued her 
Honour and her Friendſhip at ſo high a rate, 
that ſhe thought it the higheſt Ingratitude to 
endeavour a Rivalſhip with Sia, if ſhe had 
been ſure of a Return; which ſhe had the 
leaſt Hopes to expect, if ſhe conſider d how 
inſeparable their Affections were: yet her 
Love for him increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that, let her uſe what Arguments ſhe pleas d 
againſt it, her Paſſion always was Superin- 
tendant. This is her miſerable Caſe, ſhe en- 
deavours by all means to divert it; but finds 
that, like a Bird taken with Bird-lime, the 
more it flutters the more tis entangled; fo 
the more ſhe checks it, the more it rages. In 


e tis irreſiſtible. 


OUR Lovers were now evjoyitie all the 


Pleaſures of an innocent Converſation ; of- 


ten did Alexis pity N for what ſhe had 
ſuffer di 
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ſuffer'd, while ſhe, on the other hand, was 
offering up Thanks ro God for his happy 
Deliverance from ſo ſudden and untimely a 
Death as was deſigned him. 


IT would be needleſs to ſtay my Pen in 
relating the many Promiſes, Vows, and En- 
dearments, that paſſed between them; but 
Iſhall content myſelf with ſaying, that of all 
their Days that was the moſt happy: 


Much they endur d, much more than I can tell; 
Too much, indeed, for thoſe who loud ſawell, 


ALEXIS blamed himſelf for delaying 
ſo great a Happineſs ſo long by his Fear and 
Neglect: but their preſent Felicity drowns all 
' paſt things in Oblivion. The Evening being 
pretty well ſpent, Sy/v;a was obliged to de- 
part, as is likewiſe Alexis, after having pro- 
miſed two days after a ſecond Meeting. She 
expreſſed their Acknowledgments to Alicia 
for the Favour ſhe had done them; ſo taking 
their Leaves, retired. to their ſeveral Habita- 
tions. 


NOW they live and enjoy each other 
without Controul, Suſpicion, or Miſtruſt, and 
want nothing upon earth to make them en- 
tirely happy, but a Reformation in the hard- 
Hearees, Becel, who by this t time is ag 

| P 4 his 
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his Return to Bath, when Sylvia muſt be 
more ſecret in ſeeing her Alexis. 


BRACCHUS being NE, is wel- 
comed thither by her; and as it was impoſ- 
ſible but that Fiurfante's baſe Aſſaſſi nation 
ſhould reach his Ears, he had much ado to 
forbear telling lia of it: but thinking it 
would raiſe — Pity for Alexis; whoſe Idea, 
he hoped, would quickly be effaced out of 
her Mind; he with ſome Trouble reſtrained 
his Inclination, yet was he as vigilant as ever; 
nevertheleſs, they had many Interviews with- 
out his knowledge. Alicia, in the mean 
time, conſulted with Sy/v:z, telling her, it 
would conduce much to their Safety, for A. 
lexis to reſide altogether at her Houſe ; which 
her Innocence not in the leaſt miſtruſting for 
what End ſhe intended it, readily conſented 
to it. Alexis, pleaſed to the Life, accepts 
with pleaſure the Propoſition. 


IT was not difficult for him to perceive, 
before he had been there long, the Conqueſt 
he had made on Alicia; yet would never 
take any Liberties exceeding the bounds of 
Modeſty, in juſtice' to his betrothed Hlvia. 
Alicia, perceiving he took no notice of her 
Kindneſs, thought he degenerated from the 
reſt of his Sex; Which was but too viſible 
to the Eyes of Alexis: as none are ſo blind 
as thoſe who won't ſec, he would not per- 

ceive 
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ceive it. She was every day inventing new 
ways to diſcover it, but in vain. At laſt, be- 
ing no longer able to contain herſelf, ſhe 
ſpoke in the following manner to him. 


118 impoſſible, ſays ſhe, * ſo kas 
and accompliſh'd a Gentleman as Alexis ſhould 
not create Love and Admiration in every one; 
how then can you wonder if I ſhould feel the 
ſame Effects. Too happy Sy/v:ia! (continued 
ſhe ). to be ſole Miſtreſs of ſo many Perfec- 
tions, none can ſee you enjoy them without 
Envy. Cannot you admit of a'Partner- in 
thoſe dear Embraces? Oh! no; who can pre- 
tend to a Rivalſhip with the charming H. 
via, who is Miſtreſs of ſo many Perfections 
and Virtues ; and to whom even Venus muſt 
yield the Honour of ſuperiour Beauty. At 
theſe Words ſhe counterfeited a Swoon, from 
which Alexis ſoon recover'd her. Oh! how 
was he amazed to hear a Lady. expreſs her- 
felf in that manner. When ſhe: was come 
to herſelf, ſhe proceeded, as before. 


| 1 I 

O Alexis! ſaid ſhe, what may be the End 
of my Deſires, who die for you? Can you 
not receive a Paſlion, that knows no other 
Object than yourſelf > Will you ſuffer me to 
languiſh, and not afford a Remedy to a Wound 
that none but your Eyes could ever have 


made ? 
TH 18 
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THIS the deliver'd with 2 Sich and a 
Look, that would have charm'd any other 
but Alexis: but to him it appeared all De- 
formity, and nauſeous. From that time he 
conceived an utter Averſion for her; ſo that, 
diſſembling his real Sentiments, he anſwer d 
her in this manner. 


IAM ſorry, Madam, (ſaid he) that, of 
all Men, you ſhould be ſo unhappy. as to 
make choice of me: had I never ſeen the 
beauteous Fy/via, I ſhould have thought my- 
ſelf happy in ſo fine a Lady as the lovely 
Alicia; but, as you know how inſeparable 
our Affections are, you'll pardon me, if I 
ſay, that I cannot, but with the greateſt In- 
juſtice, at this Time, accept of any other; 
how can I do leſs than yield myſelf up en- 
tirely to her that has ſuffer'd ſo much for 
me? what Troubles, what Anxieties, what 


Inquietudes has ſhe undergone, for one un- 


worthy of ſo much Goodneſs? The leaſt of 
my Acknowledgments ſhall be an eternal 
Love. Oh! Madam, continued he, rather 
ſtrive to ſtifle a Paſſion in its Infancy, which 
may otherwiſe, one day, n Deſolation 
Wer us all. 


580, going out of the Room, he left her 1 in 
the greateſt Agonies, which her Deſpair could 


bring upon her. What is that too frequent 
Thing 


ALEX IS and SyLvia 219 


Thing which accompanies a Diſappointment 
in Love but Revenge, which was now upper- 
moſt in the Thoughts of A/icza. She thought, 
if he ſhould diſcover her Weakneſs, (which 
"he had too much Honour to do, unleſs to 
Sytvia,) (he could become the Scoff of him, 
the Scorn of Fops, and Ridicule of Fools, 
In ſhort, ſhe was now, tho' late, but too 
ſenſible of her Frailty. But, unfortunate A. 
licia, thou flattereſt thy Mintoctunes 3 i hadit 
thou not better 


Prevent thoſe Shelves, and Ay that fatal 
Shore, 

Where nought hath leſs of Life, and of 
Death more? 


BUT ſhe, like a Lion roaring, and watch- 
ing to devour us; that Dragon which ſe- 
duces us by theſe artificial Ideas, fills our 
Thoughts with malicious Illuſions : ſo that 
her Love is now inverted into a ſecret Ho- 
nour, and her Mind inceſſantly bent upon 
Revenge; WHICH, ſhe endeavour d to effect 


by. this method. 


POOR Lovers! how ſhort and 4 dadbhary 
are your Felicities? the next time they met, 
ſhe received them with all the pleaſure: ſhe; 
could borrow of her Pride and Revenge; 
yet her Eyes darted flames of fite at her in- 
nocent Rival. As ſhe knew her Abſence 

| would 
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would-be more acceptable than her Preſence, 
as with all Lovers, who never covet any 
Witneſſes to their Amours, but eſpecially to 
Alexis : ſhe retired, not out of Kindneſs to. 
let them have free liberty of their diſcourſe, 
but to execute her own helliſh Deſign; to 
cauſe, if poſſible, an eternal Separation be- 
tween en 


SHE comedy diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 
away to Bracchus, to deſire the favour of his 
Company ; having ſomething to tell him that 
required his immediate Attention. As ill 
News flies apace, it was not long before yl. 
via ſaw her Father alight out of his Coach 
at the Door; at which ſhe cry'd out, being 
very much ſurpriſed, Dear Alexis, procure 
your Safety; for we are betray d. He imme- 
diately, without knowing where he was go- 
ing, ſeeing a Door open backwards, went 
out there, which fortunately led into a Gar- 
den; between which and the Fields there 
was nothing that could hinder his Eſcape, 
fave a little Wall, which, with ſmall difficulty, 
he aſcended, and got clear of, © 


ALICTA, whowaited in an inner Par- 
lour to receive Bracchus, immediately con- 
ducted him in; where ſhe failed not of giv- 
ing him an. impartial account of all within 
her knowledge: to which he could hardly 
* ms But ſhe, perſiſting, in her Rela- 

tion, 
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tion, cry'd, If you won't believe me, give 
credit to your own Eyes; (opening the Door 
where ſhe diſcover'd Sia alone.) However, 
ſhe being poſitive that Alexis was there, 
ſought every-where to find him, but to no 
purpoſe. Sy{via ſeemed ſurpris d at her Pro- 
ceedings, and ask d her what the look'd for. 
I ſeek (anſwer'd ſhe) Alexis, who was here 
with you but this Minute; whom I would 
find, that your Father may be an Eye-Wit- 
neſs of what I have related. Sy/vi2a would 
have perſuaded Bracchus, that ſhe certainly 
raved, Alexis not being there : which ſhe had 
almoſt effected, when Alicia called in two 
Servants; who both affirmed, they had ſeen 
him, and that he was there but juſt before. 
Bracchus ſtood like a Man enchanted at 
what he heard; it being but a few days be- 
fore that he heard of his being aſſaſſinated; 
and at that time, above all others, thought 
him ſafe at London : however, he thought 
himſelf pars cautior, ſince he was advertis'd 
of it, he reſolv'd more circumſpectly to watch 
her. Hyluia was in ſome fear for Alexis, 
leſt Bracchus ſhould by ſome means diſcover 
him, while he is lamenting her Suffcrings; 
which he ſuppos'd ſhe might by that time be 
under, through her Father's accuſtom'd Cru- 
elty. The only Way to be freed from his 
Suſpicion, and to let Sy/via know the reaſon 
why they were betray'd, was to procure once 
more a Diſguiſe, which could no way be 

done 
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done but by a Confidante : he was not long 
declaring his Mind to a Gentleman, whom 
he eſteemed his Friend, and promis d him his 
utmoſt Endeavours. After ſome Conſulta- 
tion, the Gentleman proposd a Miller, as 
knowing the Perſon that ſerved Bracchus ; 
who, as he ſaid, might eaſily be prevailed 
with to let him one day go in his ſtead to 
Bracchus's Houſe, where he might have an 
opportunity of delivering a Letter either to 
Hlvia or Simo. Alexis returned Antigo- 
nus (for ſo was the Gentleman called) his 
Acknowledgments for his Propoſition, which 
he liked extremely: whereas, being well 
powder'd, if he ſhould by chance ſee Brac- 
chus, it would be more difficult to diſcover 
him than in his Grecian Habit. So that the 
next day they put their Deſign in execution; 
for going to the Miller, who was glad to al- 
ſiſt them in their Deſign, he furniſh'd Alexis 
with a Suit: ſo that, from a fine Gentleman 
he was in an inſtant metamorphos'd into a 
Buff-Coat. In ſhort, he look'd as terrible 
as a Captain at the Head of his Trained- 
Bands ſtorming - a Dung hill in Bunhili. fields. 
Their Project had its deſigned Effect; for, 
following the Miller's Inſtruction, he came 
to the Houſe, took up his Sack, and in he 
catry'd it; The firſt Object he beheld was 
his dear Sy/via, to whom he beckoned ; 
which ſhe, being all Goodneſs, attributed 


lach a Liberty taken by her Inferior * — 
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Simplicity, went to him ſmiling, when he 
gave her the following Letter; which much 
ſurpris d her: which ſhe no ſooner ſaw, than 
ſhe knew it to be Alexiss, by the Hands of a 
Miller. The Thoughts of her Crecian came 
in her head, yet was he ſo alter'd by his 
Dreſs, that ſhe did not know him. Pleas'd 
with his Succeſs, he returned to the Miller, 
when Antigonus impatiently waited his Re- 
turn; where, after having ſatisfy'd the Miller 
for his Clothes, they departed well-pleas d. 
Hlvia, in the mean time, was reading A- 
lexis's Letter, which contained theſe Words. 


To FHFTL VIA. 


MA DAM, 


THE wicked and baſe Alicia has been 
the Contriver of this our Separation. 
She, envious of the little Happineſs you may 
expect in me, uſed all her Endeavours to 
bring me to her hateful Embraces : but find- 
ing my Love ſo firmly attach'd to your dear 
Perſon, from whom nothing but Death can 
ever {ſeparate me, that all her Effects were in 
vain to attract it to herſelf, has ſought her 
Revenge in this manner. My Fears, my Soul, 
are numberleſs for your Sufferings; and never 
will ceaſe till undeceived by your Anſwer; 
which 1 with the greateſt pleaſure will receive 
| from 
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from your Ya 
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von received this 


JUST Hedvets! cry'd ſhe, how falſe a 
Thing is Woman! what Vows, what Pro- 
miſes, did Alicia make, that ſhe'd aſſiſt me, 
and be ever faithful? Unhappy I have hitherto 
been doom'd to ſuffer by my own perfidious 
Sex. Oh! dear Alexis, what's my Debt to 
thee? how great a Share of Virtue muſt you 
have, that you reſiſted her bewitching Charms, 
and would not liſten to that Syren's Song! 
But what increas'd her Admiration was, that 
ſhe had received this Letter from Alexis: ſhe 
immediately concluded he muſt be the Miller; 
ſo reſolved to be fatisfy'd the next time he 
came. A few days after he made her ano- 
ther Viſit, when, notwithſtanding all her En- 
deavours to know him again, his Diſguiſe ſo 
disfigured him, that ſhe confeſſed afterwards 
ſhe thought herſelf miſtaken : but having, by 
that means, given Alexis an Opportunity of 
diſcovering himſelf, Suia promis d to meet 
him a few nights after at a Ball. Now both 
our Lovers are eaſy again, whilſt Alicia is 
almoſt diſtracted with Rage at what ſhe had 
done; ſhe endeavours to find out Alexis, but 
in vain: ſo that we may apply ſome Lines of 
an * Poet to her 2 
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Where Conſcience doth accuſe our Crimes; | 
there do 
Appear both Fudge, and Executioner too. 


SO, having no Remedy for her Diſeaſe 
but Time and Patience, ſhe muſt make uſe 


of them. The Ball-Night being come, Si- 


via appears there with other Ladies in a 
great deal of Gaiety, when Alexis is not 
leſs magnificent among the Gentlemen: they 
dance, and gain the Admiration of all the 
Company. Every one, eſpecially the Ladies, 
are deſirous of gaining the knowledge of 
Alexis, who is ſoon known, as well for his 
Virtues, as the Comelineſs of his Perſon. 
Hlria, in the mean time, draws the Envy 
of all the Belles; while Alexis does the 
ſame with the Beaux. The Ball ended, A- 
lexis waited on Sia home, and retired 
undiſcover'd of Bracchus : but his Fame, 
which ſpread itſelf ſo faſt, was not long be- 
fore it reach'd the Ears of Bracchus, who 
knew not what Meaſures to take with Sy/- 
via. He thought, if he carried her to Lon. 
don, Alexis would ſoon follow her; if ſhe 
ſtay'd there, he would ſee her. In ſhort, he 
knew not what to reſolve upon, except to 


ſhut her up, and appoint a Perſon (an an- 


tient Servant of his,) to atrend her, named 
Cæſar, which he would ſooner do, than con- 
ſent to her marrying Alexis. Bracchus 
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accordingly commits to him the keeping of 
SyFvia. Oh! it is an ill Charge for a Man, 
a fair Maid: yet in the Beginning he exe- 
cures with Fidelity the Commands of his 
Maſtcr ; which was to confine her to her 
Chamber, attended only by Strega, and to 
feed her poorly ; reſolving, by his Cruelty, 
to make her renounce all Thoughts of Alexis. 
But, in the end, this Heart of ſtone is molli- 
fy'd, as is Cæſar's in the beginning: ſuch 
Strepgth hath a pleaſing Form in its Sweet- 
neſs, as much lov'd as it is pleaſing ; Beauty 
hath an aſcendant Power, and is inevitable 
on the fierceſt Courages: the moſt cruel Ty- 
greſs may be tamed, and made familiar by 
an amiable Converſation, Hlvuia, from 
the beginning of her Impriſonment, makes 
tender, by degrees, this Savage's Courage, who 
begins to uſe her with more Sweetneſs; from 
thence to hearken to her, and from that to 
behold her. At laſt, as a Man that cannot 
be always like a Wolf to another Man, but 
hath a ſweet Advocate in his Humanity that 
perſuades him to Mildneſs, lets himſelf be 
taken by the Ears, and ſees his Heart raviſh'd 
by the Eyes; for both Pity and Beauty gave 
fuch Aſſaults in the Heart of Cæſar, that, 
forgetting the Faith he had ſworn to his 
Maſter, he eſteems it Impiety to obey him 
any longer in fo ſavage and unnatural a Com- 
miſſion, to the Prejudice of ſo many Graces 
that — in the 8 Hlvia; he re- 
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ſolved to gain her Love by his Kindneſſcs, 
being entirely in his power, and ſo deceive 
the Eyes of his Maſter, that had committed 
her to his keeping, to be uſed with the ut- 


moſt Severity. 


ALREADY the beautcous HIia feels 
ſome ſweet Liberty that ſhe hath gotten in 
the Tyes of this new Slave; and that her 
Beauty hath penctratcd his Eyes: Upon this 
Foundation ſhe binds her Hopes (and not 
without Reaſon) of effecting her Deliverance; 
ſhe is cunning in the Arts of Love, having 
already practiſed many; ſhe blots out the 
Marks of Deſpair ſettled in her Face, and her 
freſh Colour returns with Joy, and ſhe hides 
her ſtrong Grief in the Smoothneſs of her 
Forchead. Simo, in the mean time, is not 
idle in acquainting of Alexis (who Sylvia 
had inſtructed where to find her) of her 
Uſage ; he was like one diſtracted, to think 
he was incapacitated from adminiſtring any 
Comfort to her in her Afflictions. But why 
do I defer telling you that Cæſar is taken 
by his Priſoner, falſifying the Proverb, he 
finds nothing ſo fair nor pleaſing as his Pri- 
ſon, he beholds her with Pity, and begins 
to take part of her Pains ; and diſapproving 
the Complaints of her. cruel Father, he re- 
pented of executing them: If ſhe intreats 
him to be a Means to make her peace. with 


Bracchus, he promiſes it, but immediately 
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recants: for, (ſays he,) if he perceives that 


I lend an ear to your Prayers, he will ſuf- 


pect me, and think that I plot your Liberty; 


and taking you out of my hands, he may 
put you into the keeping of thoſe who may 
be more rigorous to you. And this was, be- 
cauſe, being prick'd by the Intereſt of his 
Paſſion, he fear'd that her Deliverance would 
deprive him of the Empire he had over her 
Body, altho' ſhe had a far greater over his 
Heart: nevertheleſs, to give her a Teſtimony 
of his good Will, he makes her hope for her 
Delivery on what Price ſoever, though with 
the loſs of his Life. 


H E is well aſſured that to caſt his Eyes on 


the Daughter of his Maſter, he cannot but 


expect a Puniſhment for ſo inſolent an At- 
tempt, and a Diſgrace that will bring his 
Fortune into a Ruin irreparable. Hlvia, 
who knew by the change of Countenance, 
and variety of his Diſcourſe, the Troubles of 
his Heart, and Confuſions of his Thoughts, 
alrho* ſhe abhorr'd this Preſumption, hated 
the Authority of her Jailor; for it is natural 
to hate thoſe who tyrannize over our Liber- 
ty : yet her Policy made her ſeem innocent. 
Being ſure of diſſembling the Abhorrence ſhe 


had of him, ſhe ask'd him, if he griev'd not 


to fee her reduced to ſuch a pititul Condi- 
tion? I would to God, Madam, (quoth he,) 


I 
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I have of Compaſſion. There was cnough 
ſaid to an Underſtanding ſo quiek as chat 
of Hluia, which enflamed her Paſſion to 
ſee how high the Inſolence of this Fellow 
was arrived; and being troubled that he had 
given too evident a Teſtimony of his Love, 
ſhe mocks at this Diſcourſe by a ſudden Quick- 
neſs, How now, Cæſar, ( laid ſhe,) are you 
then taken with this furious Paſſion that hath 
caus'd me ſo many Misfortunes ? I am aſto- 


niſh'd, (continued ſhe,) that my Father al- 


lows not ſomething to the Weakneſs of my 
Sex, and the Strength of my Affections for 
my dear Alexis. 


C AR approving theſe Excuſes, 
accuſes afterwards the unreaſonable Cruelty 
of his Maſter; and finding himſelf taken by 
the Beak without denial, "that he loved her, 
tries to hide, at leaſt, the cauſe of his 3 
Altho' he had unwilcly diſcover'd the Effect, 
SyFvia delighted to torment this Jailor ; and 
to make this fire much more ſcorching, as 
it was coverd with the Aſhes of Silence and 
Modeſty, ſhe intended to melt the Wings of 
this new Icarus, hiding under a feigned ap- 
pearance of Sweetneſs a deſpightful Diſdain. 
Arm'd with Indignation not ro be match'd 
againſt the Inſolence of this Fellow, who 
had dared to caſt his Eyes on her, ſhe pro- 
poſes, in deceiving him to draw herſelf out 
of Priſon and Slayery, and. to leave him 
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cover'd with Scorn and Shame. At one 
time her fiery and high heart was combated 
with rwo diffcrent Paſſions, Love and Liber- 
ty, and of Hatrcd to him who ſhould be 
the Author: for it ſeems that the Succour 
ſhe thought to reccive of this Man to get 
out of this Miſcry, would be a kind of 
Obligation to love him ; and on the other 
fide, ſhe could not endure to fix her Thoughts 
on a ſervile Object, chooſing rather to re- 
main a Slave, and free from this Obligation, 
than to ſce herſelf at liberty, and ty'd by 
the Bonds of Duty to a Man ſhe hated in 
her very Soul; ſo thar, if ſhe could have 
found any other means to draw herſelt from 
Miſery, ſhe would have done it, rather than 
be beholden to Cæſar. But Neceſſity, that 
cruel and ſavage Miſtreſs,” made her reſolve, 
after having conſulted ſore time with her- 
ſelf, to make him the inſtrument of her de- 
livery, knowing there was no way left but 
to ſeem to give a favourable ear to his im- 
pertinent Addreſſes. Ceſar imagines he may 
weiin her Heart, and make himſelf, as well 
as Alexis, Poſſeſſor of her Body: he flatter d 
her, and ſpoke of Love, but in ſuch general 
terms, that he always left room for ſome 
Exception, and ſeem'd as if he ſigh'd for an 
Object abſent ; but ſhe plainly perceiv'd it 
was her Preſence that drew thoſe Sighs from 
his breaſt. Here were two cunning Gameſters 


that play d who ſhould be cozen d; Czſar 
pro- 


Vow. 
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proteſted he would not entertain her with 
ſuch mean Diſcourſe as his Affection, if it 
was not ſincere and honourable: but, it 
is the greateſt Comfort one can have in 
Affliction to communicate one's Grief to a 
faithful Friend; and he think ing ſhe: had felt 
for Alexis all the ſtings that this Paſſion is 
accuſtom'd to incite in their hearts that te- 
ceive them, ſaid, 1 


Thy Counſel can aſſuage my for elling Grief, 
And to my Sufferings give me ſome relief. 


IT is true, reply'd Hlvia, that I might 
apply ſome ſort of Remedy to your Wound, 
if I knew the Particulars ; but there is no- 
thing more needful to a ſingular Evil than a 
general Remedy: for, according to the-Cir- 
cumſtances, it commonly changes the face 
of Affairs. Ceſar beſought her to excuſe 
him, that he could not declare to her the 
cauſe of his Unquietneſs, leſt he ſhould. be 
thought too bold, which might plunge him 
rather in deſpair than any way bring him 
Comfort, eſteeming it leſs worthy of heal» 
ing than of blame. Sylvia caſily dilcover'd 
his moſt ſecret Thoughts, excuſing herſelf 
alſo from remedying an Evil ſhe was igno- 
rant of; and complains; on the other hand, 
of the little Confidence he repoſed in her, 
draws him inſenſibly to diſcover his Deſign. 
It is not without Reaſon that the Ancients 
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have painted Love naked, becauſe it cannot 
conceal any Secret from its proper Object. 
Cæ ſar pretends to make her believe it was 
for the Daughter of a Gentleman hard by; 


without daring, by any Demonſtration, to 


make known a Deſign ſo preſumptuous. Sy. 
via, who found ſhe was meant by her pre- 


tended Neighbour, hiding her Reſentment 
at his Inſolence, comforted him the beſt ſhe 


could: as thus, that being inflam'd for an 
Object of Merit, he ſhould not be aſtoniſh'd 
if-it roſe high; that it was a mark of the 
goodneſs of his Courage, in which he was 
commendable for Generoſity, rather than 
blameable for Preſumption ; and tho he was 
not born a Gentleman, it was now-a-days a 
Title that rather depended on Fortune than 
Deſert ; and that he was not the firſt of 
mean birth who had darcd to ſet his Affections 
on a Gentlewoman : that true Nobility con- 
ſiſted in Valour; and that ſhe well knew there 
was not any Buſineſs Bracchns would think 
him unworthy of: for the ancient Servants 
in a Houſe hold almoſt the ſame Condition as 


Children; and ſhe would not have him de- 


ſpair, ſince a faithful Lover ought to promiſe 
himſelf all Happineſs, Hope being the Wings 


of Love; and that Love equalized Lovers: 


that Kings, loving their Subjects, have ſub- 
mitted their Scepters to their Affections; and, 
according to her Judgment, there was nothing 


_ in Love than Love itſelf; and the 
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moſt eminent amongſt Lovers is he that loves 
moſt. Doubtlefs, this diſſembled Diſcourſe 
inflamed the Paſſion of Cæſar; and this 
ſaucy Jailor's Ambition being now rais d to 
the greateſt pitch, promiſed himſelf all that 
he had heretofore denied his Preſumption, 
rather than his Hopes. Methinks, I ſee the 
Picture of this aſpiring Soul ſwell'd with the 
Vanity of his own Deſires, in the Verſes of 
one of the Muſes of France. 


KY OWING my Flame is early and divine, 
T can love nothing but what Gods incline; 

With Courage I'll purſue my Enterprize, 

And, if I fall, from Heaven ſhall be my riſe. 


No more on earth ſhall flouriſh my Deſires, 
T higher will enflame my Love and Fires; 
PI, Eagle-like, rather by Thunder die, 
Than from ſame Cur receive my Deſtiny. 


While I do ſoar 2 high, no Rocks I fear, 
N othing ſhall make me cowardly retire ; _ 
That for a Bridle which doth ſerve to ſome, 
Shall unto me a golden Spur become. 


J love my Aim, alt ho by Fortune croſs'd ; 
The harder is the Task, the more I'll boaſt: 
Things eaſy to obtain have ſmall Deſert; + 


| Honours on hard Deſigns uſe to revert. 
AF. 
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ALTH O' this Man had Preſumption 
enough to aſpire to love a Perſon higher 
than his Duty permitted him; yet the lame 
Love reſtrain'd him by that reſpectful Fear 
that ordinarily accompanies this Paſſion, ſo 
that he durſt not ſpeak. In ſhort, the Con- 
fuſion of his Thoughts being a Labyrinth 
from which he cannot get out, his Deſire is 
like Quick: ſilver, the more he preſſes it, the 
more it flies. All know the Combat of the 
Wind and the Sun, which of them ſhould de- 
ſpoil the Man: at laſt, the mild Rays of the 
Sun did what bluſtering Boreas could not. The 
more Hlvuia importuned Cæſar to diſcover 
his Affection boldly, the more he endeavour d 
to hide it; whenever ſhe ceaſed, he burn'd 
with Impatience to diſcover it; not being 
able to die of a ſilent Grief, being ſo nigh 
his Remedy. Love, whoſe Attempts are not 
ſo hard, but as quick as thoſe of Neceſſity, 
ſubtiliz d his Spirit, and by divers means 
made known to Syuia that which ſhe knew ' 
but too well already, but feigns to be igno- 
rant of by an artificial Countermine. 


IT is reaſonable that Verſes, Symbols of this 
Paſſion, that touch the Heart, and Poeſy, 
Daughter of this Affection, ſhould come to 
the Relief of Cæſar. He is acquainted with 
a Rhimer, who will furniſh him with Ma- 
drigals, which he often lets fall in her way, 


as 
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as if thro' negligence, but with deſign, in 
the Chamber of e,. She reads them, 
and ſmiles, but ſeems not to underſtand the 
Enigma's: nor did they ſay any thing in 
particular, ſuch is the Folly of this filly Paſ- 
ſion ; which, to ſhew you the Impertinence 
of this Fellow, behold his Folly in theſe 


Lines. 


Dear Origin of all my Fears and Fires, 
Not knowing the extent of my Deſires ; 


Muſt I thus periſh, and yet dare to ſay 
'Tis you that doth my Sous and TH ons 


ſway. 


BUT why do I ſtay my Pen in relating 
his idle Thoughts, which had better be bu- 
ried in Oblivion, than mention'd here; but 
to imitate Painters, who, to ſet off the Fea- 
tures of a fair Face, make uſe of an extreme 
Deformity ; as alfo, to throw Confuſion in 
the Face of thoſe who in their Follies com- 
mit theſe Extravagancies. Even ſo the Sa- 
viour of the World threatned to proclaim 
in the publick places the Evil committed in 
the moſt private Chambers; when the Se- 
crets of the Datk ſhould be manifeſted, and 
the Counſel of Hearts given to Iniquity: 
and who knows not that Shame and Dilſgrace 
is the Recompence of diſhonourable Love: 
Thus Cæſar finds all his Endeavours fruitleſs, 
becauſe $y/vz4, as yet, ſeems innocent; how- 

ever, 
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ever, he reſolves to make uſe of Art, think- 
ing Neceſſity would favour him. As to the 
Son of Cræſus, the Obſtacle that hindred his 
Speech, one day as he diſcourſed Sy/vi4 on 
this Subject, which was their ordinary Enter- 
tainment; (for, from the Mouth proceeds 
the abundance of the Heart: You will not 
believe, ſaid he, to what Extremity I am 
brought; ſhall I ſay by my Affections or 
my egregious Folly ? I have ſought all the 
ſtrangeſt Remedies that human Thoughts can 
deviſe. On which, Sylvia conjured him 
not to hide his Means, becauſe they gave 
no knowledge of the Cauſe. Cæſar, who 
ſought always to oblige her, to make this 
Obligation more precious, made himſelf 
be intreated very earneſtly for what he had 
more deſire to expreſs than his Suppliant 
herſelf : and to cheriſh this in her, You 
preſs me, (quoth he) to diſcover my Secrets 
to a Woman, as capable to contain them as 
a Sieve to hold Water. At which Sy/via 


ſeem'd angry, that he ſhould miſtruſt — Ta- 


citurnity: but, not being willing to make 
her angry, he proceeded; You muſt know then, 
that I have becn juſt in that Point to con- 
ſult with one of the Fraternity of Dun—n 
Cam—1; who, as yet, hath promiſed no- 
thing good of the Iſſue of my Deſign: but, 
on the contrary, threatens, that the Hopes 
of a nuptial Bed will go nigh to be the Grave 
of wy Deſires, Yet I have taken this e 
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as coming from the Father of Lyes; ſo that, 
like the ancient Oracles, I believe one may 
better judge of his Truth by the contrary: 
and indeed, I have already known by ſome 
hopes, that if I perſevere to love with Fi- 
delity, there is nothing comes ſooner to its 
end than conſtant Love ; for, 1 


Love uſeth to exalt the Mind, and make. 

The Lover lofty things to undertake. 

The Body from the Soul receives its Flame, 

And Love's the Torch that doth the Soul 
inflame. 


WITHOUT caring for theſe Funeral 
Productions of this Sorcerer, I defired him 
to give me a Glaſs like that wherein he, had. 
ſhew'd me many Wonders; and in which I 
can ſee, when I pleaſe, her whom I honour : 
you muſt therefore, courteous Hluia, dil- 
penſe with me from ſhewing you the Glaſs; 
for, how do I know but that 'the Verity 
may vaniſh at the ſame time that I ſhould 
make another participant of this Sight? or whe- 
ther this may be diſcloſed without ſome Mis- 
fortune? Beſides, there are certain barbarous 
Words written on the back- ſide, that muſt 
be pronounced before one can enjoy the 
ſight of this Spectacle: and who can promiſe 
to a Woman the Courage to pronounce them 
| without trembling, and a ſecret Horror? H. 
via 
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via could not forbear ſmiling at the Inven- 
tion of this Fellow, to make a Myſtery of 
ſhewing her in a common Glaſs her proper 
Face; ſo ſhe aſſured him, that ſhe had Courage 
and Reſolution enough to look into it, and 
pronounce the doubtful Words. At which | 
he took the Glaſs from his Breaſt, and gave 
it her ; who, without any Heſiration, look'd 
into it, and ſaw her own Face: when, turn 
ing the back-ſide towards her, ſhe perceiv'd 
the unintelligible Characters to be no other 


than theſe Words; 


Could ſhe but ſee m 5 Heart 
4356 pure and faithful, 


(STLVYVIA) 
As ſbe ſees herſelf beautiful. 


THIS Anagram was the little Key that 
open'd to her all the Secret. To ſee the form 
of Numbers that deſcribe her Name, it much 
enhanced her Choler; but, as there is no 
Deafnefs worſe than that which is counter- 
feited, ſo there is no Stupidity worſe than 
that which i is feigned, not to underſtand what 
one knows. Go, go, ſays ſhe, (delivering him 
his Glaſs,) your Devils have deluded you: I 
have ſpoken the Words with as much atten- 
tion as poſliblez and yer ſec no more in 


this Glaſs, than in any other that comes firſt 
to 
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to my hands : how can you believe this Sor- 
cercr? Madam, reply'd Cæſar, it may be, your 
Unbelief makes you fail of what you look 
for ; and you had, without doubt, perceiv'd 
it, if you had as much Faith as I. Truly, 
reply d Sy/vza, it is here I ſee that Lovers are 
not only fed with Dreams ſleeping, but with 
Falſchoods waking ; leaving ſolid Content- 
ment to follow vain ſhadows : Iam aſtoniſh'd 
to ſce you led after theſe Superſtitions, ſo 
vain and ridiculous. Thoſe Words, continued 
Sylvia, are to me as diſdainful as you eſteem 
them vencrable; I have no ways ſeal'd my 
Eyes, nor was there ſhew'd me in that Glaſs 
other than what I ſee every day in my own; 
that is, my own Face: and to let you ſee that 
I have not look'd into it fearfully, but atten- 
tively, it is true, that it is one of the fineſt 
and cleareſt that ever I ſaw. Yet, anſwer'd he, 
you have not loſt your Time, as you have 
contemplated yourſelf ſo well. Ah! bur, 
reply'd ſhe, that my own does at pleaſure 
without any Enchantment. I now feel my 
Affections renew'd and augmented, ſaid he, 
the Exceſs of my Paſſion redoubling the 
Exceſs of my Fear. If this Glaſs: be ſo hurt; 
ful to you, give me leave to break it, re- 
ply'd this Lady ; otherwiſe I ſhall think; you 
hold Intelligence with your, Enemies, in 
order to your Ruin. 1 beſeech you, ſaid 
Czſar, not to commit ſuch a Deed, to break 


that which hath received ſo noble an Im- 
preſſion; 
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preſſion; for, ſince it had the Honour to 
repreſent yourſelf, it deſerves to be eternally 
preſervd: but, is it poſſible that this Glaſs, 
from whence comes the Fire that conſumes 
you, hath not inflamed you with Love of 
yourſelf? You are far from the Fortune of 
Narciſſus, who was taken with his own 
Form: yet Love of itſelf is natural to young 
Ladies; witneſs the continual Intercourſe 
they have with their Glaſſes. Cæſar, ſaid 
Sylvia, you would, by theſe Jeſts, flatter 
my Miſeries, and ſweeten the Rigour of my 
Priſon; for nothing, alas! alters Beauty ſo 
much as Sadneſs and Mclancholy; 


Which, like ſome cruel Tempeſt, doth alas! 

Blaſt thoſe fair flow'ry Bloſſoms of the Face; 

And, as Hail kills the ſprouting Flowers, 
ſo Grief 


Diftorts my. troubled B reaft without Relief 


NOW if the Aſſallant was quick, the De- 
fendant was not Jeſs cunning ; for, Hluia 
(ſeeing this Beaſt taken, and ſtruggling in his 
Toils,) feigning not to comprehend theſe 
diſſemblings, was mightily pleas'd to ſee. him 
change Colour as often as a Cameleon. It 


was then he openly confeſs'd his ungovern- 


able Paſſion, declares, - that ſhe was the Ob- 


ject of his Wiſhes, and attends the Condem- 


nation of his Preſumption; when the diſ- 
| ſcmbling 


\ 
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ſembling Sy/vza made ſhew that ſhe held it 
an honour to be ſo religiouſly and reſpect- 
fully adored by a Subject whoſe Merit ſhe 
eſteem d, feigning to be ſorry for having been 
the cauſe of all his Sufferings; excuſing her- 
ſelf by being innocent, and not able to di- 
vine what was unknown to her; yet what 
ſhe had but too cunningly perceiv'd, and ab- 
horr'd from the beginning, In following 
this Point, and bringing the Jailor to forward 
her Liberty, ſhe ſeem'd not only to give him 
Teſtimonies that his Service was agreeable, 
but alſo to look upon this Match as advan- 
tageous; altho' ſhe held it in the greateſt ab- 
horrence, praiſing his Virtues above the De- 
feats of his Birtn. Think what Lover had 
not been caſily decciv'd with theſe diſſem- 
bling Speeches. In ſhort, they had their de- 
ſired Effect on Cæſar; for he now is praiſing 
the Beauty of Hvuia, and tailing her to the 
very Skies for her generous Condeſcenſion; 
then plunging into the Centre of the Earth, 
by his humble and ſubmiſſive Words, like 2 
Shadow with which he veil'd the Arrogance 
of his Deſign, It was now that he made her 
underſtand there was nothing impoſſible to 
a Lover; and that lofty Mountains became 
Plains to a Courage heightned with this Paſ- 

ſion ; that it made valiant the moſt fearful 
and that all who oppos'd his Deſire, would be 
overcome by his Valour and Induſtry. Alas! 
ſaid the cunning H ia, I neither doubt your 
R ; Un- 
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Underſtanding nor Strength ; but how will 
the towering Pride of my Father ſuffer you 
to'match with me, who would not let me 
marry Alexis? At Which, Cæſar propoſes for 
her to eſcape with him to ſome Place which 
he would appoint for their Safery. Love, re- 
ply'd Slvuia, ſhould not have his Eyes ſo faſt 
ty'd, as not to take heed to his Courſe; o- 
therwiſe in this Blindneſs we might fall into 
horrible Precipices. Do you not ſee that this 
were to run ourſelves into the extremeſt 
Calamities and Miſeries that can enter into 
human Thoughts, and be loſt, in thinking to 


be ſafe? I appeal to your Paſſion and Judg- 


ment, whether the Priſon in which J am, of 
which your Conſtancy mitigates now the rigo- 
rous Cruelty, is not more ſupportable than a 
calamitous Liberty, full of Infamy ? But Sy/- 
via, ſeeing no hopes of it by any other means 
than her promiſing to eſcape with him, which 
might be quickly perform'd ; and finding her- 
ſelf in the hands of a Perſon ſhe could not 
behold but with the greateſt Diſdain, found 
an Opportunity of ſending the following 
Letter to her dear Alexis. 


To. ALEXIS. 
SIR, 5 | 
Y Separation from all that's dear to me 
in, the World would certainly have 


| Yanquiſh'd me, had I not been aſſured from 
your 


— 
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your own. Mouth of the Fidelity L might re- 
pole in yout Conſtancy. O my Soul I can 
but with Horror relate my Sufferings, and 
the Inſolence I have been forced to bear with, 
from a mean ſervile Fellow, who is ſet. as a 
Guard over me by my cruel Father's Order. 
In ſhort, after all, I could perceive no way 
of working my Deliverance from that hateful 
Priſon, but the ſoothing him, which has now 
brought me to this Place: if ever your Love 
exciteth you to any Revenge, it will now, 
when I tell you of this baſe Villain, in whoſe 
hands I now am; and can no way be deli- 
verd but by your dear Self: He has even 
dared to lift up his eyes, and behold me as 
a Lover, expecting with the greateſt Preſum- 
ption a Return. Haſte then, my Life, to 
puniſh his Inſolence, and free me from his 
Power; 


Then ſball my 2 by Jour Preſence 
end, 


Alexis * 1 Lover, Husband = my F ima. 


STLV1A. 


THIS Letter was no ſooner read be A- 
lexis but he was affected with, all the Paſſi- 
ons, (tar 4 tour.) So that he immediately 
went with the Meſſenger to Andronicus: 
and, having arm 'd themſelves, (left this Villain 
ſhould have his Guards oyer ſo rich A Prize, 
5 21 they 
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they went directly to the Houſe, conducted 
by the Meſſenger: where, being come, they 
found her impriſon'd with Locks, Bolts and 
Bars; but Ceſar happen'd ( luckily for him,) 
to be out of the way, or Alexis had cer- 
tainly facrificed him to his Revenge, Oh! 
with what Extaſies of Joy did they embrace 
each other, reſolving now to be happy in 
ſpire of all Misfortuncs; and to partake of 
ror but immediate Death or Liberty, 


BRAC CH U $, in the mean time, was 
wholly employ'd what courſe to take to find 
out his Daughter, too well knowing that his 
cruel U ſage had been the cauſe of her Eſcape; 
which he knew ſhe could no way have ef- 
fected without the aſſiſtance of Cæſar; who, 
at his return, to his great gricf, and no ſmall 
difappointment, found the Neſt without the 


Bird. Different were the Thoughts that fill'd 


the Mind of this Fellow. At laſt, conſult- 
ing his Safety, he reſolv'd to go and acknow- 
ledge his Fault to Bratehus; and, as a ſort 
of Revenge, to declare her Eſcape with A. 
lexis, which he immediately did. Think 
what reception he met with from Bracchus, 
who; at firſt ſight of him, had drawn his 
Sword, and was going to ſerve him as he 
deſervd, for his Perfidy to him, and Inſolence 
to a poor diſtreſſed innocent Lady under his 
Government, had not his Siſter interpos d, 

and begg'd he would hear what he could fay 

OY in 
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in his Defence; when, with-holding bis Hand, 
Ceſar upon his knee declared every Circum- 
ſtance'z and promiſing to find her, and re- 
ſtore her again into his hands, if he would 
grant his Pardon; which he agreed to do 
upon theſe Conditions, Now they are making 
diligent ſearch for the two Lovers, while 
they arc wholly employ'd in conſulting their 
future Happineſs. Andronicus, at whoſe Houſe 
they were, promis'd them all the aſſiſtance 
imaginable; when, conſidering the Merit of 
Alexis, the Troubles they had both ſuffer d, 
and the inſeparable Love of their united Af- 
fections, he went to ſeck oui Bracchus; whom 
he found ſwell'd with Choler at the loſs of 
his Daughter; ſuppoſing, as he had reaſon to 
believe, ſhe was gone with no other than 
Alexis, Andronicus try d to pacify him with 
theſe Words; You'll pardon, Sir, ſaid he, this 
Viſit, when you are once acquainted with the 
Cauſe : I have heard, you have a Daughter, 
who is the Wonder and Admiration of her 
Sex, as well for her exterior as interior Beau- 
ties. I underſtand likewiſe, that a young 
Gentleman of uncommon Merit, Alexis by 
Name, has ſo far inſinuated himſelf into her 
Fayour, as to be entirely Maſter of her At- 
fections, againſt whom you have conceived 
a very great  Antipathy : Pray, Sir, ſaid he, 
condeſcend to acquaint me with the Cauſe. 
Sir, anſwer'd Bracchus, as to his Perſon and 
Merit, 1 muſt confeſs I in every reſpect ap- 


prove 
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prove of them :. but my Daughter being my 


- ſole Heireſs, and whole Fortune is not incon- 


ſiderable, I could no way approve of, or con- 
ſent to the Match, by reaſon of his defect 


in that Particular. You have hitherto, an- 
ſwer d Andronicus, with Syſiphian Toil la- 


bour d to ſeparate their Affections, which the 
Gods, their Fates, and ſympathetick Inclina- 
tions have decreed impoſſible: How could 
you inflict ſuch Cruelty upon two Innocents, 
whole greateſt Crime is Love? How many 
aſſured Inſtances have you had of it, that has 
reduced your Daughter almoſt to death's 
door? What greater proof could any Man 
give than the hazarding his Life, which the 
young Alexis has ſeveral times done? Now 
they, after all their Fatigues, 'ought to en- 
joy without any Moleſtation their ſo much 
deſired Union, as a Recompence for their 


Conſtancy, Virtue and Courage, in ſurmount- 
ing ſo many Difficulties: and that their Hap- 
pineſs may be no longer delay d, what 4. 


lexis wants in Merit to deſerve the incom- 
parable Hlvia, Tl make up in Fortune, con- 
ſtituting him my ſole Heir. 


BR AC CHOU could no longer with- 


ſtand ſo powerful a Temptation, when he 
conſider d the Worth of Andronicus to be little 


inferior to him; and immediately gave him 
his Conſent for compleating the Happineſs 


of the two Lovers, which he immediately 
ac- 
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acquainted them with. Their Tranſport was 
inexpreſſihle, to ſee their Love, after ſo many 
ſceming Impoſlibilities, crown'd at laſt: So 
that 1 may venture to apply theſe Lines of 
Mr. Waller to their preſent Felicity. _ 


Thrice happy Pair, of whom we do not know 
Which firſt began to love, or loves moſt now. 


THEY were immediately conducted by 
Andronicus to Bracchus's Houſe, where he 
receiv'd them with open arms. I need not 
ſay what paſſed between them, in reſpect to 
his Cruelty, or their Diſobedience; but only 
aſſure you, that all paſt things were oblite- 
rated, and their preſent Felicity drowned all 
in Oblivion. | ry 


ANTIMUS is advertiſed of the Hap- 
pineſs of his Son: thus we ſee what is the 
Recompence of Honour, Juſtice, Virtue, and 
a faithful continuance of the Affections of 
true Lovers to the end, in ſpite of all Mis- 
fortunes. Now the Hymencal Rites were 
happily perform'd, with a great deal f 
Solemnity and Grandeur; all ſeem'd to par- 
ticipate of Joy and Pleaſure at this time. 
Bracchus brings his Son and Daughter to 
London, ſo full of Contentment, that there 
was not any one that viſited him to whom 
he did not diſcover in his Face and Diſcourſe 
the Exceſs of his Joy. 5 
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HE was ſo carefully ſerved, ſo religiouſly 
honour'd by his Son-in-law, that he thought 
his Life crown'd with the greateſt Happineſs 
imaginable : he thought of nothing but mak- 
ing good Cheer, (verify ing the old Proverb, 
That the Miſer's Feaſt is the moſt plentiful,) 
and of running ſmoothly all the reſt of his 
days. Whilſt our new Couple were involy'd 
in a Series of continual Happineſs, there was 
every thing in abundance, every one pleasd, 
and all the World bleſſed them. What doth 
not a virtuous and pious Perſon perform 
Sylvia inſpires the whole Houſe with Devo- 
tion; ſhe is Mary in her Oraiſons, and 
Martha in her Solitude: ſhe is all Sweet- 
neſs outwardly, and all Fervour inwardly. 
The continual Viſits of Acquaintance did no 
way divert her from the Service of God; 
whilſt the happy Alexis, on the other ſide, 
is humble, gracious, temperate, wiſe, modeſt, 
pleaſing, merry, the Honour and Glory of 

Race. 


THUS was the Happineſs of theſe two 
Lovers united, after ſo many Obſtacles that 
ſo often ſeem'd to oppoſe it: but, accor- 
ding. to that wiſe Pagan, Seneca, an intrepid 
Reſolntion, join'd to a virtuous Inclination, 
will make a Man happy, in ſpite of all Miſ- 


fortunes. 6 M 50 


FINIS. 


